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7 days  Monday-Friday 8.30am-5pm, except Tuesday 9am-5pm. Saturday-Sunday 9am-4pm
Starting from AUCKLAND AIRPORT INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS, go north west on Ray Emery Dr
2. After 364 m, go left onto Tom Pearce Dr
3. After 1506 m go into roundabout, take exit 2 onto Hape Dr
4. After 320 m go into roundabout, take exit 1 onto Puhinui Rd
5. After 4984 m, go left onto Kenderdine Rd
6. After 117 m, go right onto Bridge St
7. After 184 m, go right onto Cambridge Tce
8. After 125 m, go left onto Puhinui Rd
9. After 1302 m, go right onto Lambie Dr
10. After 628 m go into roundabout, take exit 1 onto Cavendish Dr
11. Continue for 470 m along Cavendish Dr to AA CENTRE - MANUKau
AUCKLAND
Auckland, New Zealand’s largest population centre, is poised between two enormous harbours and dotted with extinct volcanic cones. The region is a fusion of four cities – Auckland, Manukau, North Shore and Waitakere – with cultural elements that span from Polynesia and Asia to the United Kingdom and Eastern Europe. While Auckland acts as a gateway to New Zealand, it’s also a destination in its own right. Visitors can explore the islands of the Hauraki Gulf by ferry or charter boat, walk the forest tracks of the Waitakere Ranges, follow wine trails and enjoy the relaxing pleasures of urban life by the sea. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1.3 million, international airport, cruise ship port, several i-SITE visitor centres

	


	The Domain was set aside in 1880 as a 200-acre public reserve. In the 1880s, a pond and the area immediately surrounding it were used by the Auckland Acclimatisation Society as a testing ground for exotic fish and plant species. These early plantings developed into the initial site of Auckland's botanic gardens, leaving a legacy of magnificent mature trees for visitors to enjoy today.

The pond, fed by an underground spring, went on to become Auckland's first water supply. Today it is populated by ducks and the outflow stream runs alongside the picturesque 'Lovers Walk' track through a hillside section of native forest. A second native forest walk leads through a gully, with the option to exit up into the middle of the historic Parnell shopping and restaurant area.

The domain area was formed by volcanic activity 140,000 years ago. The large crater, which has a small scoria cone in its centre, forms a natural amphitheatre for large outdoor events like the annual 'Carols in the Park'. The level floor of the crater is covered with sports fields; a wooden cricket pavilion built in 1898 remains today. The rim of the crater offers panoramic views and is a great place to fly a kite. 

The beautiful Wintergardens, opened in 1913, consist of two large glasshouses each exhibiting either temperate or tropical plants. Between the glasshouses is an enclosed courtyard with fish pond, fountains and classical marble statues. The atmosphere here is charged with romance and often attracts newlyweds for photos on their big day. Behind the Wintergardens, an old quarry forms the perfect location for an extensive native fernery.

At the top of the Domain hill stands the architecturally impressive Auckland Museum, a large neo-Greek building that was opened in 1929. A variety of sculptures have been installed throughout the domain and a brochure describing the walk to view them can be obtained from the museum.


	Auckland’ volcanic cones: Auckland sits on top of a large volcanic field that has produced around 53 volcanic scoria cones in the last 140 thousand years. Each of the cones is monogenetic, which means it was formed by a single bubble of magma that rose from deep within the earth. This means the next eruption is likely to occur on the thinner crusted areas between the existing cones.

Wherever you are in Auckland, a green volcanic cone is never far from view. Two of the more prominent examples are Maungawhau (Mount Eden) and Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill). 

Maungawhau, meaning mountain of the whau tree, is the highest of all at 196 metres. It has an oval base caused by three in-line craters. Maungawhau's lava flows covered 5.6 square kilometers and the 'bubble' contained enough lava to fill 32,000 Olympic swimming pools. Maori people lived on Maungawhau until around 1700 when the pa (fortification) was abandoned. Changes to the natural shape of the cone are clearly visible today, providing evidence of Maori terracing, food pits and house sites.

Maungakiekie, meaning hill of the kiekie vine, was home to one of the largest Maori settlement structures in New Zealand and included three pa sites. Terracing and pits can be found all over the cone. The mountain has been a reserve since 1840 and in 1901 an affluent early Aucklander had the vision and generosity to gift his adjacent farm to the city as a park. Today they offer an extensive recreational area for visitors and the residents of Auckland. With walking tracks, glades of forest, picnic areas and paddocks of sheep and cattle, there is delightfully rural feeling to this inner city enclave. 

Maungawhau, Maungkiekie and many of the other larger cones offer long-range, 360 degree views of the surrounding land and sea. Because Auckland is on a narrow isthmus you can easily see from one side of New Zealand to the other

	First Light Travel
6/1 Westhaven Drive, Westhaven, Auckland Meet whales and dolphins in their own environment on an educational tour of marine mammal watching hotspots in New Zealand. On our private viewing vessels and with your own expert guide, we have a chance of encountering ten species of cetaceans; humpback, Bryde’s, Southern right, Minke, pilot and sperm whales, and bottlenose, common and Hector’s dolphin, orca, and two species of pinnipeds (the New Zealand fur seal and sealion). With an emphasis on education and supporting research we will take you to meet marine mammals in their own world. You will be accompanied by Dr. Ingrid N Visser, a world expert on orca, and guest lecturers around the country. In a few locations we also use local operators for our whale and dolphin viewing. QUALITY   www.firstlighttravel.com


	Dolphin Planet
Viaduct Harbour, Downtown, Auckland  Dolphin Planet offers dolphin watching tours in the beautiful Hauraki Gulf Marine Park! Join us aboard M/V Dreamweaver, a luxury 18-metre high speed catamaran, as we search for marine wildlife. Common dolphins, Bryde's whales, bottlenose dolphins, orca, and many seabirds may be spotted. An on-board nature guide will discuss the wildlife, islands, and research efforts. Curious common dolphins enjoy bowriding and people watching, and can be seen hunting prey and tending to their young.

We operate under a special permit granted by the NZ Dept. of Conservation in adherence with the marine mammal viewing code. Tours depart daily at 10am and return by 4pm. Tours are weather dependent. Lunch, tea/coffee are provided. Sit back, relax and enjoy!  www.dolphinplanet.co.nz

	Fullers Auckland - Harbour Cruise
Ferry Building, 99 Quay Street, Auckland  Escape the city and cruise the sparkling waters of Auckland's beautiful harbour. Sit back, relax and let our crew look after you with a full commentary during the one and a half hour harbour cruise. 

Visit the viaduct basin which was the home of many of the America's Cup syndicates. See other harbour highlights including the historic Devonport, Bean Rock lighthouse the harbour bridge and the New Zealand naval base. 

The cruise includes complimentary tea/coffee and a cookie as well as a free complimentary open return ferry ticket to Devonport.
Departs: Daily at 10.30am & 1.30pm
Departure Point: Pier 2 
Duration: 1 and 1/2 hours
Cost: Adult NZ$30; Child NZ$15; Family $76  www.fullers.co.nz



	Tamaki Drive, the scenic waterfront route around Auckland's eastern bays, has a dedicated cycle lane and is also popular with walkers, runners and skaters. Kayaking is another way to make the journey. Peaceful views across the harbour to the volcanic island Rangitoto accompany you all the way.

The premier beach along this route is Mission Bay, where you'll find white sand and an extensive grassed area ideal for throwing a frisbee, kicking a ball or simply snoozing under one of the large pohutukawa trees. Across the road from the park is a huge selection of cafes and food outlets. A walking track leads up the western headland to Bastion Point - a well maintained park reserve. Here you can enjoy panoramic views of the harbour and islands, explore remnants of World War II defense structures or stroll through the gardens of the memorial to a visionary New Zealand Prime Minister, Michael Joseph Savage.

The next sandy beach is Kohimarama, which is quieter with fewer cafes. It is perhaps best known for its small-boat yacht club, where many of New Zealand's world champion sailors first honed their skills. The seaside village of Saint Heliers provides the backdrop for Tamaki Drive's final beach. Behind the waterfront cafes, a collection of small local shops offers the option of a little idle retail therapy.

	The Waitakere Ranges Regional Park covers 28 square kilometers of native forest, rivers and beaches along the western coastline of Auckland. It is one of 22 conservation parks within easy reach of the city's centre.

There are more than 250 kilometers of walking tracks waiting to be explored in the ranges. The tracks range from 10 minute strolls to multi-day hikes over mountains, through river valleys and along wild deserted beaches.

One of the best places to start is the Arataki Visitor Centre, just 25 minutes drive from Auckland's central business district. To find Arataki, head west to the artistic village of Titirangi and pause for a great coffee in one of several cafés. Continue driving for five kilometers along the appropriately named Scenic Drive. The ridge-top visitor centre has some magnificent Maori carvings, including an 11 meter high pou (guarding post). A walkway through the tree tops offers panoramic views across the forest to reservoir lakes and the ocean. Informative displays, a multimedia presentation and the knowledgeable park staff will help you to get the most from your time in this scenic area. 

Across the road from the Arataki Visitor Centre is a one hour nature trail. This easy walk leads you through regenerating and mature forest to a grove of large kauri trees. Information panels along the way explain the features and traditional uses of the wide variety of native trees.

Along the park's ocean boundary are the west coast surf beaches of Whatipu, Karekare, Piha, Bethells and Muriwai. Towering cliff headlands, huge black sand dunes and thundering surf make these beaches unforgettable.


Auckland - Orewa - Warkworth - Whangarei 
	[image: image6.png]



	Auckland - Orewa - Warkworth - Whangarei 36 km (23 miles) Approximately 0.5 hour Road Conditions: Motorway/State Highway 
At the beginning of your journey, you’ll drive over the Auckland Harbour Bridge towards the bays and beaches of Auckland’s North Shore. The motorway will quickly sweep you northward, until the suburban scenery gives way to peaceful farmland. 

Before you reach Orewa, you have the option of taking an exit that leads to Silverdale and Gulf Harbour. Silverdale is famous for its factory and outlet stores. Gulf Harbour, at the end of the Whangaparaoa Peninsula, has a breathtaking golf course. Beautiful beaches can be found up and down the peninsula. 




Long Bay-Okura Marine Reserve protects a stretch of coastline on the east coast just north of Auckland city. The shores and waters of the reserve include a diversity of coastal habitats – the sandy beaches of Long Bay and Karepiro Bay; the rocky reefs off the two headlands at either end of Long Bay; and the sandflats and mudflats of the Okura River and estuary. Excellent public access and car parking facilities are found at adjacent Long Bay Regional Park, one of Auckland’s most popular weekend destinations.

Visitors to the marine reserve are welcome and activities like swimming, snorkelling, scuba diving, boating, photography and picnicking are encouraged. A walking track from Long Bay Regional Park extends northwards along the coast to the Okura River. A second walkway extends along the coast from Long Bay to Toroa Point.

The Okura Estuary Scenic Reserve and the Okura Bush Walkway provide walking access to the north bank of the Okura River and to Karepiro Bay. These are accessed from Stillwater and Haigh Access Road. A brochure is available on these areas from the Department of Conservation in Auckland.
The Waitakere Ranges Regional Park covers 28 square kilometres of native forest, rivers and beaches along the western coastline of Auckland. It is one of 22 conservation parks within easy reach of the city's centre.

There are more than 250 kilometres of walking tracks waiting to be explored in the ranges. The tracks range from 10 minute strolls to multi-day hikes over mountains, through river valleys and along wild deserted beaches.

One of the best places to start is the Arataki Visitor Centre, just 25 minutes drive from Auckland's central business district. To find Arataki, head west to the artistic village of Titirangi and pause for a great coffee in one of several cafés. Continue driving for five kilometres along the appropriately named Scenic Drive. The ridge-top visitor centre has some magnificent Maori carvings, including an 11 metre high pou (guarding post). A walkway through the tree tops offers panoramic views across the forest to reservoir lakes and the ocean. Informative displays, a multimedia presentation and the knowledgeable park staff will help you to get the most from your time in this scenic area. 

Across the road from the Arataki Visitor Centre is a one hour nature trail. This easy walk leads you through regenerating and mature forest to a grove of large kauri trees. Information panels along the way explain the features and traditional uses of the wide variety of native trees.

Along the park's ocean boundary are the west coast surf beaches of Whatipu, Karekare, Piha, Bethells and Muriwai. Towering cliff headlands, huge black sand dunes and thundering surf make these beaches unforgettable.
Auckland - Orewa - Warkworth - Whangarei 
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	Auckland - Orewa - Warkworth - Whangarei  27 km (17 miles) Approximately 0.5 hour Road Conditions: State Highway 
The town of Orewa spreads along the edge of a large, white sand surf beach. You can explore bush trails at the northern end of the town, visit the friendly shopping centre or dive into the waves for a refreshing swim. 

Driving north, you’ll pass Hatfield’s Beach before coming across Waiwera, which means ‘hot water’ in Maori. The hot springs are the main attraction in this small, seaside village. 

The next place of interest is Puhoi, a town originally settled in 1863 by immigrants from Bohemia. Cheese is the local claim to fame – buy some for your next picnic.

Enjoy native forest and farmland scenery all the way to Warkworth, a pretty town located on the banks of the Mahurangi River. From here it’s easy to explore the many attractions of the district – surf beaches, marine and wildlife sanctuaries, vineyards, golf courses, regional parks and islands. 
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	Auckland - Orewa - Warkworth - Whangarei   99 km (62 miles)
Approximately 1.25 hours   Road Conditions: State Highway 
Warkworth is a pretty town on the banks of the Mahurangi River. From here it's easy to explore the attractions of the district - surf beaches, marine and wildlife sanctuaries, vineyards, golf courses, regional parks and islands. 

A drive through the Dome Forest will lead you into the rural service town of Wellsford. From here you can take a side trip to Pakiri - a great beach for surfing and horse treks. Kaiwaka is the next town on the map - pause here if you like Dutch cheese. At this point consider an eastern detour past the spectacular beaches of Mangawhai Heads, Langs Beach and Waipu Cove.

Just before Whangarei a right turn will take you to the Marsden Point oil refinery. The visitors' centre has an interesting display that explains the refining process. Whangarei is a subtropical city on the edge of a beautiful harbour. At the Quayside Town Basin complex you'll find stylish cafes and restaurants, as well as museums, art galleries and shops. Be sure to visit Whangarei Falls.




Scenic Highlights

Whangarei - city by the sea
 Quayside at the Town Basin is a sophisticated, yet leisurely centre for eating and entertainment. Modern landscaping blends perfectly with colonial architecture to create a gathering place for locals, visiting travellers and yachties from all over the world. As well as stylish cafes and restaurants, there are museums, art galleries and specialty shops. 
At Whangarei Falls, you can see the waterfall that’s often called the ‘most photogenic waterfall in New Zealand’. Drive further to Whangarei Heads and the Bream Head Scenic Reserve for outstanding walks and panoramic coastal and harbour views.  www.whangareinz.org.nz
Tutukaka Coast
Located east of Whangarei, the Tutukaka Coast is a detour you won’t want to miss on your journey north. The first coastal village you’ll encounter is Ngunguru, where a sheltered harbour is protected by a long promontory of sand. A little further on is Tutukaka – a port used by game fishing and charter boats. This is the place to catch a dive boat to the Poor Knights Islands Marine Reserve or hook into a deep sea fishing expedition, depending on the time of year. Next stop is Matapouri, a beautiful horseshoe-shaped bay that’s perfect for swimming (even in winter, if you’re wearing a wetsuit). There are plenty of beach houses in this area; if you want to rent one, talk to a local real estate company. Just up the hill from Matapouri is the track to Whale Bay. Fringed by large pohutukawa trees, this sheltered beach is both beautiful and peaceful. Getting there along the walking track is half the fun. Beyond Whale Bay, the beaches are more open to the ocean. Sandy Bay is a much-loved surfing spot when conditions are right..

Kawiti Caves (Waiomio Caves)
	


	The Kawiti Caves are a few kilometers south of Kawakawa; they’re also known as the Waiomio Caves. This cave system attracts many visitors with its bizarre karst features, stalactite formations and spectacular glow worm display. The family running tours of the cave are descendents of Chief Kawiti, a hero who fought alongside Hone Heke at Ruapekapeka. The meeting house and marae complex at the caves are his memorial.

A highlight of the tour is an encounter with a friendly eel, the guardian of the cave. Once inside you’ll discover ‘inner space’ in the glow worm cave. The ceiling of the cave looks like the night sky - each glow worm is a blue-green coloured star. 'Arachnocampa Luminosa' is a glow worm unique to New Zealand. It is the larval stage of a two winged insect that emits light to attract food.
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	Whangarei to Paihia 71 km (44 miles)  Approximately 1 hour  road Conditions: State Highway 
A series of small settlements will lead you north. Just before Kawakawa, a side road runs to the glow-worm cave at Waiomio. Take a rest stop in Kawakawa, because it has a remarkable public toilet designed by Austrian artist Frederick Hundertwasser.

From here the road to the Bay of Islands becomes quite twisty, but you’ll enjoy some delightful scenery along the way. A short detour takes you to the port of Opua, where cruise ships often call. Paihia makes an excellent base for exploring the Bay of Islands. Catch a cruise to the outer islands or a ferry to the charming township of Russell. The historic Treaty House at Waitangi marks the beginning of New Zealand as a nation


Just beyond Paihia you’ll have to chance to visit Haruru Falls. These falls tumble down in a perfect horseshoe. A walking track runs from the falls all the way to Waitangi and includes a board walk through mangrove forest. 

The Bay of Islands
The Bay of Islands is a micro-region that includes the towns of Opua, Paihia, Russell and Kerikeri, as well as a large area of offshore islands between Cape Brett and the Purerua Peninsula. A passenger ferry service runs between Paihia and Russell, while a vehicular ferry provides a link between Opua and Okiato.

The best way to discover the beauty of the Bay of Islands is to charter a yacht, join a daily cruise or hire a sea kayak. Many tour operators in the region offer excellent trips to spectacular Cape Brett and the ‘Hole in the Rock’ on Piercy Island. 

Once you’re around Tapeka Point, which is just north of Russell, you’ll enter a maritime adventure playground with an abundance of wildlife including penguins, dolphins, marlin, whales, gannets and many other species. Most of the islands in the bay have walking tracks and there is a camping ground on Urupukapuka Island (administered by the Department of Conservation).. 

Ruapekapeka Pa
	


	Fourteen kilometres south east of Kawakawa, Ruapekapeka is one of the largest and most complex Maori pa in New Zealand. It was the site of Northland’s last great battle between British troops and Nga Puhi forces led by Hone Heke and Kawiti. The final assault on the pa took place in January 1846.
The pa was the brainchild of Te Ruki Kawiti, who adapted traditional pa designs to address the overwhelming firepower of the British. It was an ingenious nest of tunnels, rifle pits and trenches surrounded by a mighty palisade. The pa successfully withstood siege and bombardment for several weeks before Kawiti made a tactical withdrawal, luring some of the British troops into a complex ambush behind the pa.
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	This is the first vehicle of its kind in New Zealand, it's a boat, it's a bus, it’s both – and in it we provide unique land and sea tours of the Bay of Islands. Ride high on the land and in the water and see the Bay of Islands as it's never been seen before in a single tour. Paihia Duck is a brand new amphibious vehicle/vessel designed to give you a land and water sightseeing experience like no other. For the ultimate Bay of Islands, Northland and Cape Reinga via 90 Mile Beach experience, we offer a soft adventure package www.paihiaduck.co.nz



The ditch and bank defences of the pa are still visible, along with one of Kawiti's cannons and the well that supplied water to the defenders. The earthen defences of the advanced British position are also still visible.Poor Knights Islands
	


	Ninety Mile Beach is the fabled strip of sand that stretches from Ahipara to Scott Point, five kilometers south of Cape Maria van Diemen. Truth be told, it is actually 88 kilometers long.
This beach is officially a highway, but is really only suitable for 4WD vehicles. Rental companies won’t allow their cars on the sand, mostly for safety reasons. From Kaitaia you can catch a tour to Cape Reinga and Ninety Mile Beach. Find time to investigate the Far North Regional Museum and the local nocturnal park.   
Beach activities range from surfcasting and swimming to bodyboarding down the sand dunes. A special treat is digging for tuatua (a native shellfish) in the sand at low tide. Flanking the beach is the Aupouri Forest, which provides a green escape from the hot sun.
Once a year, usually during the last week of February, 90 Mile Beach hosts a five day fishing competition. Hundreds of anglers surf cast from the beach, hoping to catch the biggest snapper.


AHIPARA  The relaxed, subtropical town of Ahipara sits at the southern end of Ninety Mile Beach. In the Maori language, Ahipara means ‘sacred fire’, in reference to a fire that was kept constantly burning by the local Te Rarawa people. Ahipara prospered during the kauri gum digging days of the 1800s, when bullock teams would cart gum to the beach at Shipwreck Bay for shipment to Auckland. Visitors to Ahipara can enjoy surfing, surfcasting, shellfish gathering, quad biking, walking in the gumfields and horse riding. Sliding down the huge sand dunes on body boards (known as dune surfing) is massive fun. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1000

Ahipara is at the southern end of 90 Mile Beach. It’s a wonderful place to watch the sunset and it has one of the best left hand surf breaks in New Zealand. This unspoiled sandy beach is also popular for surfcasting, land yachting and shellfish gathering. You can learn to do the ‘Tuatua Twist’, which involves standing in the water at low tide and twisting your feet in the sand until you feel the telltale hard edges of tuatua. These shellfish are delicious made into fritters or simply steamed open.

Shipwreck Bay, to the left of the township, is aptly named. At low tide some of the wrecks are still visible. Above Shipwreck Bay is the Ahipara Gumfields Historic Reserve, where you can see relics from the kauri gum digging days and remnants of ancient kauri forests. In the late 1800s the gum fields supported two thousand people, three hotels and numerous shops. Bullock teams carted the gum to waiting ships at Shipwreck Bay.

Tuatua Tours, 3 Ahipara Rd Ahipara, 90 Mile Beach, offers full 'you ride, we guide' ATV (quad bike) tours, with panoramic views of 90 Mile Beach and the twin coasts. Test yourself on the 'Gumfield' pioneer trails. Experience the exhilaration of riding colossal sand dunes. Fossick for gum amongst roots of ancient Kauri forests and explore archaeological sites. Ride the reefs and beaches
of Tauroa Point. Discover the diverse wilderness of this untamed land. 

Full instruction provided, no experience necessary. We offer a safe and personal adventure experience. All ages, abilities, groups and families catered for. This unique experience will be the highlight of your New Zealand holiday.
 www.tuatuatours.co.nz
	


	Arai Te Uru Reserve and Signal Hill
According to local legend, the north and south heads of the Hokianga Harbour were once giant taniwha (sea monsters).

Arai Te Uru is the name given to the south head of the Hokianga Harbour. This headland offers spectacular views of the Tasman Sea and the giant sand dunes on the opposite side of the harbour entrance.

In 1838 John Martin bought the headland and constructed a signalling mast on the point to guide ships over the treacherous Hokianga sandbar. His white painted house on a nearby hill acted as a navigation marker.

According to Maori mythology, Arai Te Uru and Niua (the north head of the harbour) were two taniwha (sea monsters) who had the job of guarding the harbour entrance. Their job was to lash out with their powerful tails and stir the waters into such frenzy that invading waka would be swamped and rendered helpless in the sea.

From the wharf at Opononi, you can catch a water taxi to the huge sand dunes of the north head. Surfing down the dunes on body boards is enormous fun.



The historic township of Russell can be accessed by road, but it’s easier to get there by catching a ferry in Paihia. During the time of whalers and traders, Russell was known as ‘the hell hole of the Pacific’; later it became the first capital of New Zealand. Today it’s a holiday town, with plenty of shops, restaurants and bars. To learn more about Russell’s colourful past, visit Pompallier House and the museum. Christ Church still bears battle scars from the Maori wars. At the wharf you can catch a game fishing boat to hunt for marlin, tuna, broad bill and shark. Nearby Long Beach is a nice place for a swim. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1140, information centre, ferry service to/from Paihia, vehicular ferry to/from Opua.

Russell, originally named Kororareka, is a charming historic township in the Bay of Islands. However it was once known as ‘The hell hole of the Pacific’, because it was a shore leave destination for sailors, whalers and traders during the 19th century.

A stroll around the streets will lead you to the Catholic Mission ‘Pompallier’, which is New Zealand’s oldest surviving Roman Catholic building. Built in 1841-42, under the direction of architect Louis Perret, it was used as a printery, tannery and storehouse for the French Marist mission. Pompallier has undergone extensive award-winning conservation work and is now a working museum where past methods of tanning, printing and bookbinding can be appreciated.

Another building to admire is Christ Church, the oldest existing church in New Zealand, which still carries musket ball holes from the Maori Wars.

The easiest way to visit Russell is to catch a ferry from Paihia. The ferry trip across the harbour takes around 15 minutes.
	


	Waitangi Treaty Grounds  Waitangi is one of New Zealand's most significant historic sites. It's the place where the Treaty of Waitangi, New Zealand’s founding document, was signed in 1840 between the British Crown and more than 500 Maori chiefs. The treaty agreed the terms by which New Zealand would become a British colony.

Today the Treaty Grounds are an opportunity to learn about Maori culture and the historical events associated with the signing of the treaty. You can visit the Treaty House, to see a replica of the original treaty; you can see a fully carved Maori meeting house and one of the largest Maori war canoes in 


the country; and you can watch an informative, and highly entertaining, audio visual presentation at the visitor centre. Live kapahaka performances are also held regularly.

Not only is Waitangi engaging from an educational point of view; it's also a very beautiful place to explore. From the small semi-formal garden that surrounds the Treaty House to the six kilometer forest walk that leads to Haruru Falls, the natural environment is spectacular. The shoreline provides a continuously changing panorama of the bay where warriors, whalers, sailors and settlers arrived in New Zealand.
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	The Waitangi Golf Course not only provides an ever changing challenge to the golfer, but also the most panoramic views of the Bay of Islands and Russell. These views are complemented by well groomed greens and fairways surrounded by areas of flowering natives trees which provide sanctuary for many varieties of native birds. A par 71 course which is a must do on any golfers itinerary. 5360 from white.  NZ45

[image: image22.jpg]





Paihia - Kerikeri - Kaitaia 
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	Paihia to Kerikeri 23 km (14 miles)  Approximately 0.5 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway/Arterial 
The road leading into Kerikeri is bordered by orchards. Roadside stalls offer the chance to buy seasonal fruit. Look also for signs showing the way to artists’ studios – resident potters and painters have given this district a creative personality. 

The town itself is full of galleries, cafés and gourmet food shops. While it has a contemporary buzz about it, the area is entwined with history. New Zealand's oldest house (Kemp House built in 1821) and the Stone Store (1832) are local icons. At the Kerikeri basin, you can see the remains of the terraced pa site, Kororipo. Other local attractions include a replica pre-European Maori village and the walk to Rainbow Falls. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 5000
There are superb bush walks in the area – Rainbow Falls is a perfect picnic spot.  


the terraced pa site, Kororipo, above the Kerikeri basin was once a stockaded fortress, but not in European times. When the missionaries lived here in the early 1820s, it was the site of an unfortified village where some of Hongi Hika’s people lived. Today the pa site is protected by the Department of Conservation.
Scenic Highlights

Cavalli Islands and Matauri Bay
The Cavilli Islands, one of the top dive sights in Northland. Beautiful Matauri Bay is a popular surfing venue in an easterly swell. At other times it's a peaceful beach for swimming and snorkelling. From the ridge above the bay, there are panoramic views over the headland and out to the Cavalli Islands.

An unforgettable highlight of Matauri Bay is Mataatua II, a Maori war waka (canoe) built to commemorate the great Pacific migration that brought the Maori people to New Zealand around 700 years ago.

Cottle Hill Winery
Cottle Hill Drive, Kerikeri   Cottle Hill Winery was established in 1996. From the beginning our intention was to make superb wines and to have them available to everyone. We have created a range of wines that suit most palates from the novice wine drinker to the connoisseur. Cottle Hill Winery is open daily from 10am to 6pm summer or 10am to 5pm winter. 

Cottle Hill is a casual and relaxed winery experience. You can sample the award-winning wines, savour the food and enjoy the stunning view from the highest peak in the Kerikeri area.  http://www.cottlehill.co.nz/

	[image: image24.png]@ e

P

e i

7 7 S
i et i

. Pkarsial
Gl D

honsi





	Kerikeri to Kaitaia

99 km (62 miles)  Approximately 1.25 hours road Conditions: State Highway/Arterial 
Scenic side trips on the road to Kaitaia include Matauri Bay (the resting place of the Rainbow Warrior) and Tauranga Bay. Nearby Whangaroa Harbour is a game fishing mecca. Further north, the beautiful beaches of Doubtless Bay will tempt you with white sand and crystal clear water. Sailing, sea kayaking, horse treks and golf are some of the other activities available in this district. If you have time, make the trip to the Cape Reinga lighthouse - then you can say you've been to the very top of New Zealand.

Kaitaia is the main centre for the 'subtropical' north. From here you can catch a bus trip along Ninety Mile Beach. Other local attractions include the Far North Regional Museum and the nocturnal park. 




Doubtless Bay  Doubtless Bay, Northland New Zealand. Beaches of luxurious caramel and white sands invite you to swim, snorkel, fish and sail.

In 1769 Captain James Cook looked in on this expanse of water and declared it was "doubtless a bay". He then continued his circumnavigation of New Zealand. Within days another explorer, Jean-François-Marie de Surville, anchored on the western side of the bay for a number of weeks. He named the bay 'La Baie de Lauriston', in honor of Lauriston, Governor of French India.

Captain Cook's rather haphazard naming of the bay stuck. Today, Doubtless Bay is without doubt a magnificent place for a holiday. Beach after beach of luxurious caramel and white sands invite you to swim, snorkel, fish and sail.

There are several small settlements within the bay, stretching in a horseshoe from Coopers Beach at the south end to Whatuwhiwhi in the north. You can also drive over the Karikari Peninsula to Maitai Bay and Rangiputa. Mangonui is the main town for this area - it has some wonderful historic buildings that you can discover by walking the heritage trail

	


	Waipoua Kauri Forest
A five minute walk from the roadside will bring you to the foot of Tane Mahuta, probably the largest tree you'll ever lay eyes upon.

Of all New Zealand’s kauri forests, none is more famous than Waipoua Forest on the west coast north of Dargaville. As the largest remaining tract of native forest in Northland, Waipoua is an ancient green world of huge trees and rare birds. The highway through the forest is memorable for the natural gateways created by huge kauri trees and the fringing of colourful ferns along the road's edge. This forest is the home of Tane Mahuta, the country's largest kauri tree, which is 1250 years old and still growing. Nearly 18 metres to the first branch and 4.4 metres in diameter, Tane Mahuta is rightly called 'The Lord of the Forest'. Another significant tree in Waipoua Forest is Te Matua Ngahere – 'Father of the Forest' – which is estimated to be 2000 years old. Well-maintained short walking tracks provide easy access to the most spectacular attractions of Waipoua Forest, including Tane Mahuta, Te Matua Ngahere and the Yakas kauris. 


Scenic Highlights

Ninety Mile Beach
Ninety Mile Beach is the fabled strip of sand that stretches from Ahipara to Scott Point, five kilometres south of Cape Maria van Diemen. Truth be told, it is actually 88 kilometres long.

This beach is officially a highway, but is really only suitable for 4WD vehicles. Rental companies won’t allow their cars on the sand, mostly for safety reasons. The easy way to drive along the beach is to catch a coach tour from Kaitaia.

Beach activities range from surfcasting and swimming to bodyboarding down the sand dunes. A special treat is digging for tuatua (a native shellfish) in the sand at low tide. Flanking the beach is the Aupouri Forest, which provides a green escape from the hot sun.

Once a year, usually during the last week of February, 90 Mile Beach hosts a five day fishing competition. Hundreds of anglers surf cast from the beach, hoping to catch the biggest snapper.
Arai Te Uru Reserve and Signal Hill
Arai Te Uru is the name given to the south head of the Hokianga Harbour. This headland offers spectacular views of the Tasman Sea and the giant sand dunes on the opposite side of the harbour entrance.

In 1838 John Martin bought the headland and constructed a signalling mast on the point to guide ships over the treacherous Hokianga sandbar. His white painted house on a nearby hill acted as a navigation marker.

According to Maori mythology, Arai Te Uru and Niua (the north head of the harbour) were two taniwha (sea monsters) who had the job of guarding the harbour entrance. Their job was to lash out with their powerful tails and stir the waters into such frenzy that invading waka would be swamped and rendered helpless in the sea.

From the wharf at Opononi, you can catch a water taxi to the huge sand dunes of the north head. Surfing down the dunes on body boards is enormous fun.Doubtless Bay
Doubtless Bay, Northland New Zealand. Beaches of luxurious caramel and white sands invite you to swim, snorkel, fish and sail.
	


	Cape Reinga  Reaching the iconic lighthouse at Cape Reinga is a goal that many travelers set themselves. While it’s not quite the most northern point of New Zealand (North Cape is further north, but it’s a scientific reserve and not open to the public), Cape Reinga is definitely the end of the road. Here the Tasman Sea meets the Pacific Ocean, in a spectacular swirl of currents. At the northernmost tip of the cape is a gnarled pohutukawa tree, believed to be over 800 years old. According to Maori oral history, the spirits of Maori deceased leap from this tree into the ocean to return to their ancestral homeland of Hawaiiki. 
Functional facts: No population; fuel, meals and camp sites at Waitaki Landing (19 kilometers south).




At the northwestern tip of the North Island, Cape Reinga is a place of intense cultural and spiritual significance to Maori. The ancient pohutukawa tree that clings to the cliffs is the reinga, 'the place of leaping'. According to Maori folklore, the spirits of the dead leap off the headland and descend down the roots of the tree into the underworld to return to their traditional homeland of Hawaiiki. This tree is believed to be about 800 years and is said to have never blossomed.

The lighthouse at Cape Reinga is a New Zealand scenic icon. Built in 1941, it replaced a lighthouse which was located on nearby Motuopao Island. The light flashes every 12 seconds and can be seen for 19 nautical miles. 

If you look north from the cape, you’ll see where the Tasman Sea and Pacific Ocean collide. Even on calm days, the water is in turmoil as currents fight to gain dominance over each other.
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	Kaitaia - Dargaville 211 km (132 miles) Approximately 2.75 hours road Conditions: State Highway

The backcountry route to Dargaville takes you past the Herekino Forest, where you can stretch your legs on the Kaitaia Walkway. In Kohukohu you'll find some charming historic buildings. A vehicular ferry will carry you over the harbour to Rawene, a great stop for coffee and crafts. Further on is Opononi, where you can arrange to go sand dune surfing. 

Your next adventure is the awesome Waipoua Forest, home of New Zealand's largest kauri trees. The Trounson Kauri Park is another opportunity for tree gazing. Not far from Dargaville are the Kai Iwi lakes. These beautiful sand dune lakes are popular for camping, swimming, fishing and kayaking. 




Kaitaia is known as the gateway to the far north – it’s the last major town before you reach the top of New Zealand. From here you can take a tour to Cape Reinga and along Ninety Mile Beach (although the beach is classed as a road, rental car companies won’t let you drive their vehicles on the sand for safety reasons). Around Kaitaia you can sample wine at the country’s northernmost vineyard and visit the regional museum to learn about gum digging and Maori history. There’s also a Maori cultural centre, where you can try your hand at weaving and carving. Local adventure activities include 4WD tours of the gumfields and horse treks. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 5600

Dargaville 
Originally a timber town, founded during the heyday of kauri felling and gum digging, Dargaville is built along the edge of the wide Northern Wairoa River. Dairy farming is the main local industry; the district also produces around two thirds of New Zealand’s kumara (sweet potato) crop. The town has re-employed many of its 19th century buildings – you’ll find cafes, art shops and other interesting retail opportunities. The Dargaville Museum has an interesting collection of Maori artefacts, shipwreck treasures and gum digging exhibits. At nearby Matakohe, a theme museum honors the historic kauri industry.   Dargaville is a perfect base for exploring the Kaipara Harbour, which offers fishing, quad biking, schooner trips and bird watching. The west coast beaches in this area form part of the longest driveable beach in New Zealand.  Functional facts: Approx. population: 5500
Dargaville is a perfect base for exploring the Kaipara Harbour, which offers fishing, quad biking, schooner trips and bird watching. The west coast beaches in this area form part of the longest driveable beach in New Zealand. 

Travel across the river plain to Matakohe’s kauri museum, where you’ll discover the district’s fascinating history. In the village of Maungaturoto you can explore antique and craft shops. 

At Brynderwyn you’ll turn towards Kaiwaka, a village known for its Dutch cheese. Further south is Wellsford, where you’ll take a right towards Helensville. The hilly rural road provides amazing views of the Kaipara Harbour and surrounding farmland. There are hot springs at Parakai if you have time to spare. At Kumeu you’ll turn towards Waitakere, where you’ll embark on a beatiful scenic drive through the Waitakere Ranges. 

Pouto Peninsula and Ripiro Beach
From Dargaville you can drive south along the Pouto Peninsula, which forms the northern side of the entrance to Kaipara Harbour. Not only is the Kaipara New Zealand’s largest, it's the most difficult to sail into. The entrance is guarded by a treacherous sand bar.

The Pouto Peninsula is itself a huge mound of sand. Features include huge dunes, fresh water lakes and valleys. The scenery changes regularly as the wind reshapes the dunes. An area just offshore is called The Graveyard, because of the many ships that were wrecked here (around 150 vessels). In certain tidal and sand conditions, the remains of wrecks may be partially exposed offshore or in the sand.

From the end of the road you can walk to the Pouto Point Lighthouse. This three storey wooden lighthouse was built in 1884 and is now protected by the Historic Places Trust. At one time the Kaipara Harbour was the busiest in New Zealand, as sailing ships carried away timber from the region’s kauri forests.

Running from the north head of Pouto Peninsula all the way to Maunganui Bluff is Ripiro Beach, a stretch of driveable surf coast that’s more than 100 kilometres long. The beach highway is bounded by cliffs of lignite, and it's easy to see the petrified and compressed rata leaves in the coal-like rocks. The beach incorporates the coastal settlements of Glinks Gully, Baylys Beach and Omamari. Aranga Beach is the end of the road, and the beginning of a coastal walk that leads all the way to the Hokianga Harbour.
	


	Trounson Kauri Park is home to several threatened species, including North Island brown kiwi, kereru (native pigeon), pekapeka (bats) and kauri snails. It’s also known for a magnificent stand of kauri trees - one of the best examples in the country. 

The lush vegetation is dominated by kauri, taraire, kauri grass, kiekie, ferns and epiphytes. Kereru can be seen by day and, with patience, kiwi by night. Fantails, pied tits, ruru (native owls) and many other forest birds add their music to the forest.

It takes around 40 minutes to walk the track through Trounson Kauri Park; interpretation panels and audio points make the experience highly educational. A local operator offers guided night walks – one of your best chances of seeing kiwi in the wild. There is a small camping ground adjacent to the park – a tranquil place to park your motorhome or pitch a tent.   www.kauricoast.co.nz

	


	Tokatoka Peak  This outlandish mountain, like something from a fantasy landscape, is actually a rare phenomenon – it’s the plug of an ancient volcano. The material around the plug has eroded over time, leaving only the hardened lava core. It is located on Tokatoka Road, off State Highway 12, 17 kilometers south of Dargaville.

In the pioneering days, the river pilot lived at the base of Tokatoka and would climb the peak to watch for sailing ships in the Kaipara Harbour. He would have been very fit, because the walking track to the peak is a short, sharp climb – twenty minutes to the summit. As you’d expect, the view from up here is totally spectacular.

Tokatoka peak is very significant to local Maori and features in their mythology and history.
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	Pouto Sand Safaris
21 Signal Station Road, Pouto, Dargaville   Pouto can be found one hours drive from Dargaville. It is the home of the famous Kaipara Lighthouse and thousands of acres of sand dunes. It is a 'must' visit for those interested in the early history of New Zealand. Relive a bygone era of tall ships and sail.
Marvel at the beauty of this unspoiled wonderland as you, along with your own personal driver and guide, explore the spectacular sand dunes on a Ranger 4x4 or 4x4 quad.

Please contact us for more information


Auckland - Thames - Coromandel 
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	Auckland - Thames - Coromandel – Whitianga  106 km (66 miles)
Approximately 1.5 hours  Road Conditions: Motorway/State Highway

There are two routes to Thames. The fast way whisks you along the motorway and over the Bombay Hills, then across the serene, green Hauraki Plains to Waitakaruru. The slower, scenic route winds through farmland to the village of Clevedon before leading you around the edge of the Firth of Thames. Kawakawa Bay, Orere Point and Kaiaua are beachside settlements to visit. 

Both routes make it possible to visit Miranda’s hot springs and bird sanctuary. Pipiroa is a friendly place to stop before you venture over the famous, one lane Kopu Bridge, which was built in 1928 and has a Historic Places Trust listing.




The historic township of Thames was founded during the Coromandel gold rush. It’s a great place for walks – around the town, through the bush and on the mangrove board walk. Visit the museum and discover an interesting range of shops. Thames is the Coromandel Peninsula’s main town. Idyllically situated between the Firth of Thames and the mountains of the Coromandel Forest Park, Thames has a fascinating history linked to gold mining and forestry. Historic wooden commercial buildings, pubs and homes give the town plenty of character. There are two museums to visit and a hands-on goldmining experience to try. As a sizeable town, Thames offers a wide choice of accommodation, restaurants and shops. The Saturday morning market is a great place to find an arty souvenir. For fresh air and exercise, head for the hiking tracks of nearby Kauaeranga Valley. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 10,000, In Thames you can learn about New Zealand’s gold mining past. The mining museum has a fascinating mineralogical collection and there are gold mining relics to discover on many of the bush walks. You can also take the boardwalk through the mangroves to watch seabirds in the Thames Firth. 

Historic Thames
Thames is the main centre of the scenic Coromandel Peninsula. The town was formed in 1870 from two smaller settlements - Shortland and Grahamstown - which were founded to support gold mining in the early 1860s. The lure of gold and logging caused the town to grow rapidly. At one stage it looked likely to surpass Auckland as New Zealand's main centre. But, as often happens, the gold ran out and the town's population stabilised. Thames is a coastal settlement, close to the mouths of the Kauaeranga and Waihou Rivers. Behind the town, the ancient volcanic Coromandel Ranges rise steeply to provide a picturesque green backdrop. The northern end of Thames, known still as Grahamstown, offers cafés and boutique shops in a charming, colonial setting. Be sure to visit the museum, which covers early Maori times, the arrival of the first pioneers and the development of mining, logging, railways and shipping. You can also visit the School of Mines, which is open from Wednesday to Saturday.  Often called the gateway to the Coromandel Peninsula, Thames makes a great base for travellers. The magnificent Kauaeranga Valley hiking and camping area is just to the south, and the road to the north follows the coast past scores of sandy beaches.
Auckland - Thames - Coromandel 
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	Auckland - Thames - Coromandel - Whitianga    60 km (38 miles) Approximately 0.5 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway
The road to Coromandel clings to the edge of the coast. You’ll enjoy amazing views and a constant procession of beautiful beaches fringed with Pohutukawa trees. 
Coromandel takes its name from the HMS Coromandel, which dropped anchor here in 1820 to load kauri logs for the English navy. The trunks of young kauri trees are very straight and strong - ideal for ships' masts and spars. The Coromandel’s other treasure, gold, was discovered around 30 years later. Although the serious mining days are over, the town has New Zealand’s last fully functional stamper battery - still on its original site and working on a daily basis. Coromandel also has many restored Victorian buildings. Other local attractions include a narrow gauge mountain railway, mining museum and the Coromandel Coastal Walkway. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1450  Coromandel township is full of history from the early gold mining and logging days. Set on a natural harbour, the town was named after the ship H.M.S Coromandel, which called here in 1820 to collect kauri logs to make spars for the British Royal Navy. A gold strike in the late 1860s saw the town's population shoot up to 10,000.
 




Today Coromandel is a quiet town offering a variety of accommodation, craft shops and cafe. For the traveller, it makes a great base for local beach and forest explorations. 

To the south, a track off 309 Road leads to a popular swimming hole surrounded by beautiful native forest. Further up the road, another trail takes you to a grove of large kauri - one of the original stands on the peninsula. The grove contains two ancient kauri trees that are fused together towards the base.

Back in the township, a path next to 356 Wharf Rd leads you to the beginning of the Kauri Block Walk. The trail leads up to an old Maori pa (fortress) site, which provides spectacular 360-degree views of the Coromandel Ranges, offshore islands and the township. The trail then continues along a ridge through regenerating forest and native plantings until it emerges at Harbour View Road.

North of Coromandel, a walking track in the Papa Aroha Scenic Reserve meanders through a typical coastal native forest of puriri, kohekohe and pohutukawa before emerging onto an attractive swimming beach.

Scenic Highlights
Colville and beyond
Take a scenic drive to the northern end of Coromandel Peninsula and discover beautiful isolated beaches and remote forest trails.  In pioneering days, Colville was a busy timber milling town. Then in the 1970s it became a magnet for hippies drawn to the natural beauty and isolation of the area. Today Colville is a quiet country town serving a local community of farmers and artists.

North of Colville, the road winds along the western shoreline where the Moehau Range (Sleeping Wind) rises steeply from the sea. At the western tip of the peninsula, Port Jackson (Poihakene) is a long, spacious beach that is popular for camping and fishing. Fletcher Bay, situated at the north-east tip of the peninsula, is rich with legends of shipwrecks, mariners, gold and gum digging. Between them, Cape Colville looks out on the Watchman as well as Little Barrier and Great Barrier Islands. You need to return south to Colville Bay and cross the range to the eastern side to explore Port Charles, Waikauwau Bay and Kennedy Bay.

Most of the bays have tent camping sites. The farm park camp site at Waikawau Bay, for example, has access to a sweeping sandy beach. The beach is good for swimming, diving and fishing. In the breeding season it is home to New Zealand dotterel and variable oystercatcher birds. 


Coromandel - Whitianga - Whangamata - Tauranga 
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	Auckland - Thames - Coromandel – Whitianga

46 km (29 miles)  Approximately 0.5 hour  road Conditions: State Highway

Formerly a gold-mining and timber town, Coromandel is now a haven for artists, craftspeople and conservationists. It has many well-preserved Victorian buildings and an interesting museum. There are several good walks in the area and a railway enthusiast has created an 

On your drive to Whitianga you’ll notice a side road leading to Whangapoua Beach – a worthwhile detour if you have time. You could also call into Matarangi, a recently developed beach settlement. Kuaotunu is another area of pretty beaches



The beach town of Whitianga is home to a fishing fleet - expect to eat some excellent seafood while you’re here. Best things to do include surfing, surf casting and beach walks. Catch the ferry to the south side of the harbour – a short taxi ride will take you to Cooks Beach. 
Whitianga is the main town in Mercury Bay. When native forests were being harvested on the peninsula in the 1800s and early 1900s, Whitianga was a timber port. Ships from Europe came to load up with kauri. Today, Whitianga depends on fishing, farming and tourism for its prosperity. Accommodation is plentiful for much of the year, but the town gets busy over the summer holiday period. You’ll find a great choice of places to eat and drink. Dolphins live in the bay and sometimes frolic around the wharf. A passenger ferry provides a link with the Cooks Beach side of the harbour. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 4000, i-SITE Visitor Centre, good range of shops and services

From the seaside town of Whitianga you can catch a ferry across the harbour mouth to the Stone Steps Wharf - the start of Cook's Coast. Alternatively, you can drive about 35 kilometres around the harbour.

The Stone Steps wharf was built in 1837 by unskilled labour using large stone blocks. From here you can walk or catch a shuttle to Front Beach, Flaxmill Bay, Shakespeare Cliff, Lonely Bay and Cooks Beach.

Front Beach and Flaxmill Bay are sheltered, north-facing beaches that are ideal for swimming and rock pool explorations. Flaxmill or Homestead Bay is at the base of Shakespeare Cliff. In 1769, the famous explorer Captain Cook beached his ship the Endeavour here to carry out maintenance on the hull.

A short walk out onto the top of Shakespeare Cliff reveals sweeping views across the wide Mercury Bay. South of Shakespeare Cliff are Lonely Bay and Cooks Beach. Isolated from other beaches by steep cliffs, the beautiful Lonely Bay can only be reached via a short, steep walking track from the Cook Memorial.

Cooks Beach offers a three-kilometre, gently curving white sand beach - ideal for swimming, walking and sunbathing. This is a popular holiday destination for locals and a pleasant seaside settlement of holiday homes has established itself here over the years.

Scenic Highlights

Cook's Coast beaches
Catch the ferry to enjoy a string of delightful sandy beaches on the Pacific Ocean coast of the Coromandel Peninsula.  From the seaside town of Whitianga you can catch a ferry across the harbour mouth to the Stone Steps Wharf - the start of Cook's Coast. Alternatively, you can drive about 35 kilometres around the harbour.
The Stone Steps wharf was built in 1837 by unskilled labour using large stone blocks. From here you can walk or catch a shuttle to Front Beach, Flaxmill Bay, Shakespeare Cliff, Lonely Bay and Cooks Beach.
Front Beach and Flaxmill Bay are sheltered, north-facing beaches that are ideal for swimming and rock pool explorations. Flaxmill or Homestead Bay is at the base of Shakespeare Cliff. In 1769, the famous explorer Captain Cook beached his ship the Endeavour here to carry out maintenance on the hull.
A short walk out onto the top of Shakespeare Cliff reveals sweeping views across the wide Mercury Bay. South of Shakespeare Cliff are Lonely Bay and Cooks Beach. Isolated from other beaches by steep cliffs, the beautiful Lonely Bay can only be reached via a short, steep walking track from the Cook Memorial.
Cooks Beach offers a three-kilometre, gently curving white sand beach - ideal for swimming, walking and sunbathing. This is a popular holiday destination for locals and a pleasant seaside settlement of holiday homes has established itself here over the years.
Te Whanganui-A-Hei (Cathedral Cove) Marine Reserve
From Hahei Beach you can walk to the snorkelling trail at Gemstone Bay - a self-guided underwater tour. This magnificent marine reserve runs from the northern end of Hahei Beach to Cook Bluff Scenic Reserve. While there is no vehicle access, a highly scenic walking track follows the coast from Hahei to Cathedral Cove. You can stop off at Gemstone Bay, Stingray Bay and Mares Leg on the way. 
Gemstone Bay is the site of an excellent snorkelling trail. Snorkellers can swim to a series of marker buoys that carry information about the species you can expect to encounter. For example, at buoy three snorkellers can hope to see marblefish, butterfish and red moki hiding in a seaweed city. The position of each buoy coincides with different habitats within the bay.
Scuba divers enjoy the reserve for its wonderful sponge gardens and reef systems. Crayfish and black angel fish hide in the cracks and crevices of reefs around Mahurangi Island. In the large boulder fields near Motueka Island, curious schools of sweep may follow divers.
Delicate corals, usually found at depth, are close to the surface in Poikeke Island cave. Closer to shore, brittle starfish might be found on rocky platforms and red moki graze amid forests of seaweed. Predators, like the leather-jacket, pick their food from a range of smaller animals.

Beautiful Cathedral Cove beach is an idyllic destination for picnics and swimming
Hahei is an attractive beach fringed with pohutukawa trees and drifts of pink shells at the northern end. Offshore islands provide something of a breakwater, making this beach ideal for swimming, boating and fishing. 

The coastline to the north and the offshore islands form the boundaries of a marine reserve, making this a popular destination for diving and kayaking. Reefs, caves, archways and soft sediments provide the ideal habitat for a variety of plants, fish, molluscs and crustaceans.

At the southern end of Hahei beach, the Te Pare historic reserve is the site of an ancient Maori pa (fortified village).

From the north end of the beach, a one hour walking track leads along the cliff top and then descends to the stunningly beautiful Cathedral Cove. Here a gigantic arched cavern passes through a white rock headland to join two secluded coves. The cathedral-like arch gives whole area an air of grandeur. The beach is sandy with shady pohutukawa trees along the foreshore - a perfect place for a picnic and a swim. 

A little way off the beach at Cathedral Cove is a large pinnacle of pumice breccia rock known as 'Te Hoho'. Over centuries this has been sculpted by wind and water - it now looks like the prow of a large ship steaming into the beach.
Coromandel - Whitianga - Whangamata - Tauranga 
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	Whitianga - Whangamata – Tauranga  74 km (46 miles)
Approximately 1 hour Road Conditions: State Highway

The beach town of Whitianga is home to a fishing fleet - expect to eat some excellent seafood while you’re here. Best things to do include surfing, surf casting and beach walks. Catch the ferry to the south side of the harbour – a short taxi ride will take you to Cooks Beach. 

The road south gives you the opportunity to visit Hot Water Beach, where geothermally heated water bubbles up through the sand. At low tide you can dig your own spa. Another highlight of this journey is the walk to spectacular Cathedral Cove, which begins at Hahei. If you have time, indulge in a round of golf at Pauanui or enjoy fish and chips in Tairua. 

Whangamata is one of the country’s most attractive surf towns. Enjoy the beach, cafes and bush walks. Dive and fishing tours are easily arranged. You can also hire bikes, windsurfers and kayaks. Several charter companies run day trips to Mayor Island, which is actually the summit of a volcano rising from the sea floor. 




Coromandel - Whitianga - Whangamata - Tauranga 
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	Whitianga - Whangamata – Tauranga 94 km (59 miles) Approximately 1.25 hours  Road Conditions: State Highway

The journey to Tauranga will take you past historic Waihi, a gold mining town. You’ll enjoy the fresh green scenery of the Athenree Gorge before you come across the town of Katikati, known for its murals. Roadside stalls are an opportunity to buy seasonal fruit, such as oranges, kiwifruit and avocados. Closer to Tauranga, roads on the left offer detours to the beach towns of Te Puna and Omokoroa. 

The prosperous city of Tauranga sprawls along the edge of an attractive harbour. There’s a well developed café culture and boat charters are available to take you big game fishing, snorkelling or dolphin watching. Nearby Mt Maunganui is a destination for surfing and beach walking. 
The largest city in the Bay of Plenty, and one of the fastest growing population centres in the country, Tauranga has a busy export port serving a wide range of industries. The large harbour is in evidence almost everywhere you go, providing the urban area with an attractive waterfront setting. Fishing, sailing, diving and dolphin tours are easy to arrange. Or you can check out one of the local beauty spots – McLaren Falls, the Kaimai Mamaku Forest Park or Puketoki Scenic Reserve. Tauranga has an excellent range of restaurants; plenty of shopping too. For those on a working holiday, kiwifruit pickers are always needed during May and June. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 58,500, i-SITE Visitor Centre, domestic airport.


The prosperous city of Tauranga sprawls along the edge of an attractive harbour. There’s a well developed café culture and boat charters are available to take you big game fishing, snorkelling or dolphin watching. Nearby Mt Maunganui is a destination for surfing and beach walking. 

Scenic Highlights
Kaiate Falls


	


	Also known as Te Rerekawau Falls, Kaiate Falls are the highlight of a forest reserve near Tauranga. You can walk to a ravine where the Kaiate Stream drops over ignimbrite bluffs in a series of nine beautiful cascades.  Walk through the forest to Kaiate Falls, where water tumbles down a ravine in a series of cascades.  Also known as Te Rerekawau Falls, Kaiate Falls are the highlight of a forest reserve near Tauranga. You can walk to a ravine where the Kaiate Stream drops over ignimbrite bluffs in a series of nine beautiful cascades. Tracks are well-formed throughout the reserve. The main track leads to the top of the waterfall, and then to the base of the upper series of cascades. From there it crosses the stream and continues down to the base of the lower falls, where there is a swimming hole. You?ll see large puriri and kohekohe trees along the way.

Above the carpark is a picnic area where you can enjoy good views of Mount Maunganui and the Port of Tauranga  www.bayofplentynz.com


the surf town of Mount Maunganui takes its name from the large dormant volcano that dominates the local landscape. From the base of the mountain, a white sand surf beach stretches as far as the eye can see. It’s a spectacular place, which explains the wall-to-wall apartments and holiday homes that flow along Marine Parade. On the harbour side of the town there is a sheltered bay, port and marina. There’s plenty to keep you occupied here – surfing, beach walks, big game fishing, dolphin watching, hikes up and around the mountain and swimming in the hot pools. Accommodation is sophisticated and there’s a wide range of restaurants. Functional facts: Approx. population 16,800, visitors centre, domestic airport (Tauranga). Mauao is the ancient dormant volcano that sits at the end of Mount Maunganui's peninsula. Rising to 232 metres above sea level, the mountain dominates local scenery and provides visitors with a choice of walks. The 3.4 kilometre base track is an easy stroll and there are close-up sea views all the way; the summit track is more challenging, but you'll be rewarded with panoramic views of ocean, beach and harbour from the top. At the base of the mountain is a geothermal spring that provides hot water for a complex of swimming pools - after all that walking, you might need a nice hot soak.
As well as being an excellent landmark, Mauao is an archaeological site of national and international significance. There is a large pa (fort) site on top of the mountain.
Maori legend explains why Mauao stands lonely at the end of the peninsula.

Between Katikati and the city of Tauranga is Te Puna, where you can turn right and drive up to the Minden Lookout. At 286 metres above sea level, this viewing point delivers unobstructed views along the Bay of Plenty coast and out to sea, over orchards, farmland, hill country and the suburbs of Tauranga.
The rural town of Katikati was founded by settlers from Ulster in Ireland, but the district was populated by Maori long before Europeans arrived. The volcanic soils and sunny climate were as suitable then for kumara as they are today for kiwifruit and avocados. In recent years, Katikati has called itself the ‘mural town’. You can pick up a mural guide map from the information centre, then stroll the streets to inspect the hand painted works. The local museum documents the growth of the town with photographs and displays of artefacts. In the harvest season, roadside shops and stalls are overflowing with fresh produce. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 2900, information centre, cafés, limited accommodation.

The Haiku Pathway in Katikati is a two kilometre riverside walkway decorated with boulders inscribed with haiku. A haiku is a Japanese verse form, usually arranged in three lines of five, seven and five syllables, although purists believe that the spirit of haiku should never be sacrificed for syllable count.

The walkway was conceived and implemented by local writer Catherine Mair, an internationally acclaimed Haiku poet. The haiku - some written by New Zealanders, others by poets from Australia and America - were carefully selected to harmonise with their situation.

You can enter the pathway from various places, but if you begin at the main entranceway, this verse will greet you: 'Strangers they stop and ask me the way if only I knew'.

Katikati's Haiku Pathway is open to public at all times; maps can be picked up from the local visitor information centre.

Every city, town and settlement has its stories to tell, but Katikati in the Bay of Plenty has found a special way to tell them. The town is decorated with art and paintings that depict the district's colourful history. More than 35 works of art in and around the main street - murals, sculptures and carvings - pay homage to the town's original Maori population, early settlement by Ulster pioneers, timber milling and farming heritage. There is also a magnificent tribute to the men and women who left the district to fight in overseas wars.

	


	Tairua is a seaside village with an attractive harbour and white sand beaches. Paku, an extinct volcanic cone, is the town’s most memorable landscape feature. It can be climbed from Paku Drive; the summit is a steep 15 minute walk. This area of the Coromandel Peninsula is a favourite holiday destination – there are many baches (holiday houses) around the harbour and on the surrounding hillsides. For a small town, Tairua has an excellent range of restaurants and cafés; accommodation is also plentiful, although it pays to book ahead. Across the water from Tairua is Pauanui, a purpose-built holiday community with a residential canal development. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1570, information centre, basic shopping. 

	


	Naturally heated mineral water bubbles up from deep within the earth to emerge through the sand at the appropriately named Hot Water Beach.

Near the rocks at the southern end of the beach, you can dig your own spa pool in the sand - start digging two hours either side of low tide. It's a strange but very pleasant feeling to be lying in a pool of hot water just metres from the comparatively cold sea. 

If you have a suitable digging implement, bring it with you. Otherwise you may be able to hire a spade from the local general store. 

From the hot water area, the long sandy beach stretches north and curves east under a headland. Here you?ll find sheltered and secluded spots for quiet, sleepy sunbathing.

For surfers, Hot Water Beach has good beach breaks in moderate easterly swells. However the presence of strong undertows means this beach is often dangerous for swimming.


Tauranga - Rotorua 
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	Tauranga to Rotorua  82 km (51 miles)
Approximately 1 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway

The prosperous city of Tauranga sprawls along the edge of an attractive harbour. There’s a well developed café culture and boat charters are available to take you big game fishing, snorkelling or dolphin watching. Nearby Mt Maunganui is a destination for surfing and beach walking. It’s an easy drive to Te Puke, a town that has turned its kiwifruit industry into visitor entertainment. Paengaroa is the next attraction – shop here for honey products. Then the road climbs up and over the Mamaku Range before descending towards Lake Rotorua, which is actually a large crater filled with water. At Okere Falls Scenic Reserve you can walk to see the hydroelectric power station. 


ROTORUA

Rotorua sits squarely on the Pacific Ring of Fire, so volcanic activity is part of the city’s past and present. Explore the geothermal areas and discover the unique culture of New Zealand’s Maori people. Rotorua is entertaining in any weather, at any time of the year. The city is also the tribal home of the Te Arawa people, who settled in lakeside geothermal areas more than 600 years ago. Entertaining in any weather, and at any time of the year, Rotorua promises to keep you captivated with geothermal phenomena and special cultural experiences. Geysers, boiling mud pools, marae stays, hangi feasts, an authentic pre-European Maori village and indulgent spa therapies will provide plenty of content for your emails home. Rotorua also has a well-developed adventure culture – everything from sky diving to zorbing.   www.rotoruanz.com
Functional facts: Approx. population 76,000,
Scenic Highlights

Geothermal activity
Explore a landscape that has been shaped and coloured by extraordinary volcanic and geothermal forces.  New Zealand straddles an active fault line where two giant pieces of the earth's suface are in a constant state of collision. In the South Island they meet and push upwards, creating the towering Southern Alps; around the central North Island, one piece is creeping slowly under the other, generating enormous amounts of subterranean heat and volcanic activity.

All around Rotorua, sneaky threads of steam drift upward from parks, river banks and drains. The unmistakeable scent of sulphur wafts through the air. Minutes from the city centre, geysers of boiling water roar from the ground and pools of bubbling mud gurgle and belch.

Geothermal and volcanic activity have sculpted the landscape in every direction. The many beautiful lakes are water-filled craters from violently explosive eruptions. Giant sleeping volcanoes rise all around and gently oozing lava has created conical hills and islands. Silica terraces and the edges of ponds have been beautifully coloured by minerals extracted from deep inside the earth by the rising superheated water and steam.

Since the arrival of the first Maori settlers, people have harnessed this vast renewable energy source for cooking, heating and, more recently, electric power production. You'll discover that a relaxing soak in naturally heated water is the perfect end to a day of geothermal exploration.

Lake Rotorua  This beautifully peaceful lake has a violent history. One of several large volcanoes in the Rotorua region, its underlying magma chamber collapsed after a massive eruption around 200,000 years ago. The collapse created a circular caldera about 16 kilometres wide, which filled with water to form the North Island's second largest lake.

Geothermal activity continues below and around Lake Rotorua. Clouds of steam drift around the shore and the water has a high sulphur content, resulting in a magical green-blue colouration. 

Mokoia Island, in the centre of the lake, is a rhyolite dome formed by slowly oozing lava. This island was the setting for one of New Zealand's greatest love stories - the tale of Hinemoa and Tutanekai. 

The beautiful maiden Hinemoa was the daughter of an influential chief. She lived on the eastern shores of Lake Rotorua and was regarded puhi (sacred), which meant that her tribe would choose her husband. Many suitors came seeking her hand, but none met the approval of her tribe. 

On Mokoia Island lived a family of several brothers including Tutanekai, the youngest. At a tribal gathering, where young warriors practiced their fighting skills, Tutanekai saw Hinemoa and fell in love. Tutanekai's weaponry prowess and good looks caught Hinemoa's eye, and she too was smitten. However, neither could see a future together - Tutanekai was considered too lowly born to wed Hinemoa. 

Poor, sad Tutanekai would sit on the shores of the island playing sorrowful music on his flute. The music would waft across the lake to where Hinemoa waited forlornly. Aware of what was going on, Hinemoa's people made a practice of pulling the tribe's heavy canoes all the way up the beach. But they didn't count on Hinemoa's ingenuity. One night Hinemoa fashioned a life-belt from empty gourds and swam towards the sound of Tutanekai's flute. She finally made it to Mokoia Island and headed straight for the island's hot pool, Waikimihia, to recover from her cold swim. While she was warming herself, Tutanekai's slave came down to the pool to fetch water. In a gruff voice, Hinemoa called ‘Mo wai te wai?’ (For whom is the water?). The slave answered ‘Mo Tutanekai’ (For Tutanekai). Hinemoa grabbed the calabash he was carrying and smashed it on the side of the pool. When the slave returned to Tutanekai and told him what had happened, Tutanekai went to investigate. The two lovers were at last united, and Hinemoa's tribe accepted Tutanekai as her husband. A very happy ending. 
Today the history and natural beauty of Mokoia Island can be explored on a guided tour. Visitors can also enjoy a soak in Waikimihia (now known as Hinemoa's Pool), on the south eastern side of the island.

The lakes are steeped in Maori history. You'll hear stories of phantom canoes seen gliding in the mist and lovers who swam the lakes to rendezvous in secret hideaways.

Closest to Rotorua, the famous Green and Blue lakes sit adjacent to each other in lush forest settings. The Green Lake (Lake Rotokakahi) is a sacred and tapu (forbidden) area - this fact is respected by both Maori and European people. The Blue Lake, on the other hand, is a popular recreational area. An easy walking track offers a two-hour hike around the lake. Starting at the Blue Lake Reserve, it passes through native and exotic forests with quiet beaches along the way. The track also passes along a low ridge between the two lakes - from here you can appreciate the striking difference in the lakes' colours. The blue colour can be attributed to rhyolite and pumice on the lake bed; the emerald green colour is the result of a shallow, sandy bottom

Okere River, 'the place of drifting', plummets and scurries through steep, forested ravines before entering the tranquil waters of the Trout Pool. Its beauty can be enjoyed from the Okere Falls Scenic Reserve, which is located 21 kilometres from Rotorua on Trout Pool Road.

Walking tracks in the reserve lead to four picturesque waterfalls, the site of Rotorua's first hydro-electric power station, the Tutea Caves and Hinemoa's Steps. The tracks are well-formed and information panels along the way explain the natural and man-made features within the reserve.

Hinemoa's Steps were carved into a rock face in 1907 and lead to the thundering waterfalls and some caves that were used by local Maori women and children to hide during times of war. 

From a viewing platform near Hinemoa's Steps you can watch rafters descend the highest commercially rafted waterfall in the world - an 11 metre, white watered plunge into a deep lazy pool below.

The Trout Pool is a popular fishing spot and trout can be seen swimming gently against the current.

The northern end of Rotorua has a public park that is definitely alive and well. Walking tracks lead to numerous areas of vigorous geothermal activity. Provided you stay on the cool side of the safety fences, visitors are generally quite safe. New eruptions do occur from time to time, so it pays to err on the side of caution. In 2001 mud and rocks the size of footballs were suddenly hurled 10 metres into the air as a new steam vent spontaneously announced its arrival. Two years later, similar eruptions provided a real bonus for delighted visitors. 

In early Maori times the small lake in the park was much cooler and was known as Taokahu. Legend tells us that a beautiful young woman named Kuiarau was bathing in the waters when a taniwha (legendary creature) dragged her to his lair below the lake. The gods above were angered and made the lake boil so the Taniwha would be destroyed forever. From that time on, the bubbling lake and the steaming land around it have been known by the name of the lost woman, although the spelling has changed a little. 
Rainbow Mountain's Maori name is Maungakakaramea, meaning 'mountain of coloured earth'. The mountain top is an unusual rounded knob, known as Tihi-o-Rua - 'the owl's perch'. Although it has a very volcanic past, Rainbow Mountain has cooled over recent years, allowing the native vegetation to slowly begin regenerating. Some plant species found on the mountain are very rare and grow only in geothermal areas. An information panel highlights special features of the vegetation at the start of two fascinating walking tracks.
The Crater Lakes Walk offers great views of two volcanic craters set against a backdrop of bare brown, orange and red steaming cliffs. The Summit Track leads you up through regenerating native vegetation and past steaming rainbow-coloured rocks. The climb to the summit is rewarded with magnificent 360-degree views of the surrounding Rotorua lakes, forests and mountains. You can also see south to distant Lake Taupo and the towering volcanic peaks of Tongariro National Park. 
Immediately across the highway from the entrance to Rainbow Mountain lies Lake Ngahewa, home to a variety of birdlife. Native tui, bellbirds, waxeyes and kingfishers are abundant in the vegetation, while many kinds of waterfowl can be found on the lake.

Ohinemutu was the region's original Ngati Whakaue settlement. The location was chosen for its lakeside setting and abundant geothermal energy for cooking, bathing and heating. In pre-European times, Ohinemutu was the main centre for the Lake Rotorua region - visitors and food arrived at this bustling settlement before going on to the surrounding villages. 
Today Ohinemutu is a suburb of Rotorua city, but the village retains a sense of importance. Standing on the forecourt of the marae, as steam rises through the pavers from the earth below, you can feel the spirit of this significant place. 
The carving on the large meeting house is exquisite and highlighted by hundreds of inlaid shiny paua shells. Towards the lake's edge is the magnificently decorated Saint Faiths church. Inside the church, Maori carvings and woven panels add a unique dimension to the European Tudor-style architecture. The quality of this century-old artistry leaves you in no doubt of the importance of this building to Maori people. A memorable feature is a window etched with the image of Jesus clad in a Maori cloak - he appears to walk towards you across the surface of the lake. 
At Ohinemutu you can see how the Maori and European cultures have collaborated. Visitors are welcome to explore the area on foot, taking care to treat sacred places with respect.

New Zealand straddles an active fault line where two giant pieces of the earth's suface are in a constant state of collision. In the South Island they meet and push upwards, creating the towering Southern Alps; around the central North Island, one piece is creeping slowly under the other, generating enormous amounts of subterranean heat and volcanic activity.

Originally known as Paepaekumana, the Government Gardens are situated on the lake's edge in downtown Rotorua. This site is of legendary and historical importance to local Maori people, for here many significant battles have taken place.

In the late 1800s, the Maori people gifted 50 acres of this land to the crown "for the benefit of the people of the world". The land was a scrub-covered geothermal area with several therapeutic pools. The scrub was cleared and formal gardens planted. Several large trees remain from those early days, including multi-trunked Japanese firs and an unusual Californian weeping redwood.

Realising the opportunity to create a South Pacific spa attraction, in 1908 the New Zealand government opened a large and elaborate bath house, built in the Elizabethan Tudor style of architecture. Today this magnificent building houses a museum and an award-winning exhibition on the days when people came from all over the world to 'take the waters'.

In the early 1930s a second building, the Blue Baths, was constructed in an ornate Mediterranean style. These were among the first baths in the world to allow both males and females in the same pool. Rather than medicinal, the purpose of the Blue Baths was fun - a chance to socialise in the style of Hollywood movie stars. Fully restored to their original glory, the Blue Baths offer you the chance to relax in heated waters in an architecturally stunning setting.
From hotel web site I can book tours for you, in advance and you pay when you are picked up.
Volcanic Attractions
Waimangu Volcanic Valley 'Wai' meaning water and 'mangu' meaning black  Waimangu is my favourite attraction in Rotorua........ my number one!!!!! Walk down into the valley of active volcanic craters and see the biggest hot spring in the world! Do a cruise on the crater lake Rotomahana and see the steaming cliffs ! It is peaceful...beautiful...and awe-inspiring ! Do not miss!!! Self-drive or let me to book you a tour that includes Waimangu Volcanic Valley .  Time allowance: From 1 hr 20 minutes-3 hours   Drive time from Ann's Volcanic: 20 minutes.
Wai-O-Tapu Thermal Wonderland 'Wai' meaning water, 'tapu' meaning sacred  My number 2 !!! Wai-o-tapu is the prettiest volcanic area in Rotorua.... the pools are beautiful. Blues and yellows with pink edges!! The Lady Knox Geyser plays at 1015 hours. Wai-o-tapu has the best mud !!   I can book a tour for you which includes this attraction or self-drive.  Time Allowance: 1 hour 15 minutes.   Drive time from Ann's Volcanic : 20 minutes.
Hell's Gate Thermal Reserve   Very active sulphur and graphite pool at incredible temperatures. This is surely what Hell looks like! The largest hot waterfall in the southern hemishere. Self-drive or let me book you on a tour which includes this attraction.   Time Allowance: 1 hour and 15 minutes   Drive time from Ann's Volcanic : 30 minutes
Whakarewarewa ...the thermal village The descendants of the Tuhourangi-ngati-wahiao will guide you through the geothermal village..... home of the famous penny divers. See Pohutu Geyser and The Prince of Wales' Feathers . See food cooked in the natural steam. Self-drive or let me book you a tour which includes this attraction.  Time Allowance: 1 hour  Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 5 minutes 
Orakei Korako...the hidden valley Magnificent displays of silica terracing and hot springs. Self-drive or let me book you a tour which Includes this attraction. Time Allowance: 1 hour and 30 min  Drive Time from Ann's: 40 minutes
Attractions
Rainbow Springs  Wild trout in tranquil pools, set in beautiful New Zealand bush. Live Kiwi birds on display and see New Zealand's live dinosaur..... the 25 million year old...... Tuatara. Self-drive or let me book you onto a tour 
which includes this attraction.  Time Allowance: 1 hour and 15 minutes  Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 10 minutes.
Rainbow Farm Show  The essence of New Zealand's unique farming lifestyle. Milk the cows and bottle feed the lambs. Let me book a tour for you which includes this attraction or self-drive. Time Allowance: 1 hour and 15 minutes 
Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 10 minutes.

Agrodome  The original farm show.... with performing sheep, shearing displays and sheep dog trials. Let me book you on a tour which includes this attraction or self-drive. Time Allowance: 1 hr 15 min  Drive Time : 15 minutes
Paradise Valley Springs Rainbow Trout, bird-life, wild animals and lion pride. When cubs are under 6 months old, visitors are able to go into the enclosure with them. Self-drive or allow me to book a tour which includes this attraction.Time Allowance: 1 hour and 15 minutes Drive time from Ann's Volcanic: 15 minutes                             Prawn Farm Succulent prawn for lunch-freshly caught!  Time Allowance: 1 hr Drive Time from Ann's : 40 minutes
Maori Experiences
Maori Hangi (feast) and Concert Experience a cultural evening unsurpassed!!! This is my number three!!!! Learn about the Maori people-the fierce warriors of the past and then enjoy the feast... cooked underground in the traditional earthen oven. Let me book this for you - it is essential to book in advance!!!  Time Allowance:4 hrs Pickup is included 
Ohinemutu Once the main Maori settlement on the shores of Lake Rotorua. St. Faith's Anglican Church has a unique sandblasted window of Christ who dressed as a Maori chieftan, appears to walk on the waters of Lake Rotorua. Self-drive or let me organise a tour which includes this attraction.  Time Allowance: 45 min Drive time from Ann's: 3 min
New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute/Te Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve See the Pohutu Geyser. Visit the Kiwi house and see a kiwi bird in nocturnal habitat. Watch Maori carvers at work. Self-drive or let me book a tour including this attraction. Time Allowance: 1 hour and 30 minutes Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 2 minutes  
Spa Attractions
Polynesian Spa Relax in the world-famous,warm mineral waters of Rotorua. Have an aix (water) massage. Self-drive or let me book a tour which includes a mineral swim. Time Allowance: 1 hr  Drive time from Ann's : 3 minutes
Blue Baths A classic example of deco architecture with thermal mineral pools and exhibits. Enjoy a perfectly wonderful Devonshire tea (scones and cream and jam) darling... complete with sugar cubes and service by tea trolley. Self drive. Time Allowance: 1 hour Drive time from Ann's Volcanic: 3 minutes                                                          Scenic Experiences
Mt. Ngongotaha Take a gondola ride up the mountain to see the spectacular lake views and Mt. Tarawera, the dormant volcano, in the distance. Time Allowance:1 hour  Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 10 minutes
Blue and Green Lakes  See the amazing beauty and contrast between the Blue Lake (Tikitapu) and the Green Lake (Rotokahi) Time Allowance: >From 10 minutes  Drive time from Ann's Volcanic: 20 minutes
Lake Tarawera  The volcano Tarawera lies dormant, on the far shores of the beautiful Lake Tarawera, creating a powerful atmosphere. lunch at the Landing Cafe Time Allowance: From 15 min Drive Time from Ann's: 30 minutes
Lakeland Queen Cruise Lake Rotorua on the Lakeland Queen and enjoy the commentary on the legends and history of Rotorua. Dinner cruises at night or morning and afternoon tea cruises. Time Allowance: From 1 hr Drive 3 min   The Lakes of the Rotorua District There are eleven lovely lakes in the Rotorua District..... Rotorua, Rotoiti, Rotoma, Okataina, Okareka, Blue Lake, Green Lake, Tarawera, Rotomahana and Rerewhakaitu.  Time Allowance: >From 15 minutes per lake to forever  Drive Time from Ann's: The drive to the furtherest Lake, Lake Rotoma, is 35 minutes.  
Huka Falls  Do a Day Trip to Huka Falls and experience the power of the mighty Waikato River. Self drive. Time Allowance: 15 minutes  Drive Time from Ann's Volcanic: 45 minutes                                                           Adventure                                                                                                                                    Luge Take a gondola ride up Mt. Ngongotaha/ luge 1 of 3 courses. Time Allowance: 1 1/2 h4s Drive : 10 minutes  Walks and Gardens 
Government Gardens Walk around the delightful gardens below the Rotorua Museum. See the Rachel Pool which fed mineral waters to the original Bath House. Time Allowance: 3/4 hour Drive Time : 3 minutes                           Kuirau Park A free public park with mud pools and thermal activity. Time Allowance:1/2 hour Drive Time : 2 minutes Hamurana Gardens 5 Million litres of fresh spring water flow, every day, from this - the largest natural spring in New Zealand's North Island. beautiful and home to Rainbow/Brown trout Time Allowance: 1.5 hours Drive time: 30 minutes
Orchid Gardens For gardeners everywhere. Exotic orchids garden; incorporating magnificent water organ Time Allowance: 3/4 hour Drive time : 3 minutes                                                                                                             Mokoia Island  Walk through a wildlife and bird sanctuary on Mokoia Island in the middle of Lake Rotorua. Endan- gered bird species can be viewed. swim in the mineral pools. Time:  Allow 3 hrs  Drive: Pickup or self drive: 3 minutes
Sulphur Point Walk beside Lake Rotorua to Sulphur Point and native birdlife. Time Allowance: 1.5 hrs Drive: 3 min 
	


	Mount Tarawera
Gaze in awe at Mount Tarawera and imagine the frightening night of June 10 1886, when the mountain's summit split open in a violent eruption.  For centuries the Tuhorangi tribe (a sub tribe of Te Arawa) held Mount Tarawera in the highest regard. Their leaders were buried on its summit, and the bones of countless ancestors were entombed around its base.

Imagine their grief when, in the early hours of 10 June 1886, the mountain began to erupt, thrusting columns of molten rock thousands of metres into the air. A thick dark cloud formed high above the eruption, its underside lit coppery red by the activity below. Lightening and thunder broke out and molten balls of rock began to rain down onto the lake and surrounding landscape.


Worse was about to come. Beneath the earth's surface, hot magma met the underground waterways of nearby Lake Rotomahana. This rapidly created a vast amount of superheated steam that simply blew the bottom out of the lake, sending scalding mud high, far and wide.

For the surviving local Maori, the eruption was devastating. Their ancestors' remains were destroyed, many of their people were killed and their lands and livelihood were metres deep in mud and ash. In addition, the amazing Pink and White Terraces - recognised as the eighth wonder of the world - were completely destroyed. 

Today the giant mountain lies sleeping once more. Its crater, a gaping six kilometre ravine, is clear testament to the ferocity of the 1866 eruption. Access onto the mountain is restricted to guided tours. Its majesty can also be viewed from a scenic flight.
 Okere Falls Scenic Reserve
Explore forest walks that lead to a series of beautiful waterfalls, the Tutea Caves and Hinemoa's Steps.  Okere River, 'the place of drifting', plummets and scurries through steep, forested ravines before entering the tranquil waters of the Trout Pool. Its beauty can be enjoyed from the Okere Falls Scenic Reserve, which is located 21 kilometres from Rotorua on Trout Pool Road.

Walking tracks in the reserve lead to four picturesque waterfalls, the site of Rotorua's first hydro-electric power station, the Tutea Caves and Hinemoa's Steps. The tracks are well-formed and information panels along the way explain the natural and man-made features within the reserve.

Hinemoa's Steps were carved into a rock face in 1907 and lead to the thundering waterfalls and some caves that were used by local Maori women and children to hide during times of war. 

From a viewing platform near Hinemoa's Steps you can watch rafters descend the highest commercially rafted waterfall in the world - an 11 metre, white watered plunge into a deep lazy pool below.

The Trout Pool is a popular fishing spot and trout can be seen swimming gently against the current
Side Trip to Taupo  47 miles

The cross-country route to Taupo passes through farmland, lakeland and forest. Te Kuiti is the only major town on the way, so stock up on picnic supplies in preparation for the drive. Keen walkers can explore the beautiful Pureora Forest Park, while Trout fanciers can try their luck at Lake Whakamaru. The hydro power station at Atiamuri is an interesting stop. Just before Taupo you’ll encounter the Wairakei Geothermal Power Station and Huka Falls.

The resort town of Taupo sits on the edge of New Zealand’s largest lake, which is well stocked with sizeable trout. You’ll find everything a traveller could wish for, including an excellent choice of restaurants. Most accommodation establishments make good use of the underground thermal activity to provide hot spas for relaxation. 

Beautiful Lake Taupo is actually a huge volcano with a fiery history. Its most recent eruption, in 181 AD, was large enough to change the sky as far away as Europe and China. According to Maori legend, the lake is the pulsating heart of Maui's fish (New Zealand's North Island). The lakeside town of Taupo provides a base for visitors who love to fish for trout, ski Mount Ruapehu and explore the local geothermal phenomena. Popular Taupo experiences include Huka Falls, geothermal walks, a prawn farm, lake cruises and guided kayak expeditions to see the rock carvings at Mine Bay. Most Taupo accommodation comes complete with a naturally heated spa pool. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 21,040  This beautiful lake is about the size of Singapore - more of an inland sea really. It was created nearly two thousand years ago by a volcanic eruption so big it darkened the skies as far away as Europe and China.  The lake's volcanic origins are still evident today, from steam vents and warm water currents at the beaches to the ever-present views of the massive volcanoes in adjacent Tongariro National Park. There are several active geothermal areas to visit, where the earth hisses steam and mud boils in pools.  With 47 rivers and streams flowing into the lake, this area is renowned for trout fishing and kayaking. The Waikato River is the only river flowing out of the lake - at 425 kilometres in length it's New Zealand's largest natural waterway. For all New Zealanders, the Waikato River has always been a great provider - from fish, eel and freshwater lobster, to drinking water, irrigation and hydro-electric power.  The forests surrounding Lake Taupo offer hiking and mountain biking adventures to suit all levels of experience.

The town of Turangi is the trout fishing capital of New Zealand. There are famous fishing spots in almost every direction, including ‘The Delta’, ‘The Hole’, ‘Little Big O’ and ‘Tailrace’ (believed to contain the world’s fattest trout). The nearby hot springs of Tokaanu are another attraction, or you can try rafting the Tongariro River. The walks and skifields of the Tongariro National Park are also close by.

Mine Bay Rock Carving
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	In the late 1970s master carver Matahi Whakataka-Brightwell had completed his 10-year training period with Maori elders. He came to his mother's land at Lake Taupo to mark the occasion with a significant carving.

On a boat trip around the Western Bays he saw the cliffs at Mine Bay and recognised the opportunity to use them as a canvas for his work. Matahi decided to carve a likeness of Ngatoroirangi, a visionary Maori navigator who guided the Tuwharetoa and Te Arawa tribes to the Taupo area over a thousand years ago. In recognition of the cross-cultural nature of New Zealand, Matahi also carved two smaller figures of Celtic design, which depict the south wind and a mermaid.


The main carving is over 10 metres high and took four summers to complete. The artwork is Matahi's gift to Taupo. He and four assistants took no payment other than small change donations from local bar patrons to cover the cost of the scaffolding. The carving has become an important cultural attraction for the region and a clear demonstration that traditional Maori knowledge and skills continue to be passed from generation to generation.  The Mine Bay rock carvings can only be reached by boat and are best viewed up close from a kayak.

Aratiatia Rapids
A few times each day, spill gates from a dam are opened at the top of the Aratiatia rapids and the narrow gorge fills with turbulent water surging past at up to 90,000 litres per second. Then, as the gates are closed about thirty minutes later, the turbulence recedes to a placid stream. By seeing the transition to full-flow and back again, visitors can fully appreciate the power of nature.

At Aratiatia the Waikato River falls naturally through 28 metres in the space of one kilometre. This natural drop has been harnessed for environmentally-sustainable hydroelectric power - headwaters are diverted through a tunnel to the power station. Each day at 10am, 12 noon and 2pm - and also at 4pm in summer - the flow through the Aratiatia rapids is allowed to resume its natural rate. There are several excellent vantage points on the high rock bluffs that dominate this turbulent stretch of the river.

The name Aratiatia means 'stairway of Tia'. It refers to a zig-zag pattern of stakes that allow travellers to ascend a steep climb and the early Maori explorer Tia, a high priest of the Arawa tribe, who passed through the gorge on his way to discover Lake Taupo.

A scenic two-hour hiking trail between Huka Falls and the Aratiatia Rapids offers excellent views of the Waikato River. It passes through a 142 hectare reserve on the shores of Lake Aratiaitia at the top of the rapids. Mountain bikes are allowed on this trail.

The Aratiatia Rapids are about 10 kilometres north of Taupo. A bus from Taupo stops there several times a day on a circuit of local attractions.

Craters of the Moon
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	In the 1950s a large area of land north of Taupo suddenly began to get hot and emit steam. Craters of boiling mud emerged, along with other geothermal phenomena. And so the Craters of the Moon was born. The event was triggered by the lowering of underground water pressure by a nearby geothermal power station. Superheated water rose to the surface, escaping through any vent it could find.  Wooden walkways have been constructed to protect visitors from the heat of the soil. These are regularly moved as new vents emerge. One minute you're in clear air marveling at the eerie steam clouds, then with a shift in the breeze you're enveloped in a cloud and your sunglasses are completely fogged up. The tracks lead to several viewing platforms on the edge of large craters. From here the relentless power of the earth's fiery core becomes truly apparent. Clouds of slightly sulphurous steam swirl all around you. There's a primeval appeal to this geothermal mayhem, and you can't resist breathing deep and pushing your face forward for more of nature's free health spa therapy.  Craters of the Moon is a free public attraction and the walkway is maintained by local volunteers, who also keep an eye on things at the visitor car park. The turn-off is well sign-posted on State Highway 1 north of Taupo.
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	The Waikato River, New Zealand's longest river, moves gracefully north from Lake Taupo between banks 100 metres apart. Just before the Huka Falls it enters a shallow ravine of hard volcanic rock. The effect is nature's large-scale equivalent of a fire hose feeding into a very fine nozzle. The previously placid waters roar and rumble at great speed along the ravine before bursting into space out over Huka Falls to crash into the turbulent pool 11 metres below. A foot bridge right at the top of the falls puts you in a prime position to get up close and witness the frightening display of more than 220,000 litres of water blasting by every second.


To follow the build up to the falls you can hike the Spa Park to Huka Falls trail, an easy one hour walk that begins where the river is still lazy and wide. Passing through exotic and native forests, the track emerges again alongside the river and the roar of the falls grows louder at every turn. Around the falls there are several great vantage points from which to enjoy their full splendour and capture some very impressive photographs.

The Huka Falls car park is about 1.6 kilometres north of Taupo. A bus from Taupo passes several times a day on a circuit of the local attractions.

SIDE TRIP TO MATAMATA 54 MILES  
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	In recent years, Matamata has attracted Lord of the Rings enthusiasts who want to see the relics of the Hobbiton set. On a local farm, there’s enough remaining of the Hobbit village for you to imagine life in Middle-earth. Matamata’s other attractions include tandem sky diving and geothermal hot pools. For an understanding of local history, the historic Firth Tower is filled with Maori and pioneering artefacts. Visitors also come here to admire the horse flesh – the area is known for its thoroughbred stud farms. East from Matamata is Wairere Falls, the highest waterfall in the North Island. The falls drop over the active Okauia fault. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 7800, i-SITE Visitor Centre, good range of shops and services. 

Although much of the set was deconstructed post filming, hobbit fans can still visit Hobbiton, wander among the hobbit holes and listen to the fascinating commentary about how it was all created.

Information Centre in Matamata 
Lord of the Rings, Hobbiton movie set & farm tours, domestic travel, accommodation and activity bookings


Rotoura to Napier
Napier - Hastings -   
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	20 km (13 miles)  Approximately 0.75 hour Road: State Highway 
The city of Napier is only 20 kilometers to the north of Hastings. It was also leveled by the 1931 earthquake, and rebuilt in the style of the times. Napier is now considered the Art Deco Capital of the world. To get in touch with the history of this region, visit the Earthquake Exhibition and Nga Tukemata (an exhibition which celebrates the Maori history of the East Coast) at the local museum. The vineyards of Hawke's Bay are all within easy reach of Napier. Another attraction is the gannet colony at Cape Kidnappers.
Hastings was devastated by a huge earthquake in 1931. As a result, the city has a great deal of remarkable Art Deco and Spanish Mission-style architecture. Fabulous parks and delicious ice cream are two other reasons to visit Hastings. In the apple and pear season, there’s no better place to be—Hastings is New Zealand's leading pip fruit region.


Scenic Highlights

Cape Kidnappers
Cape Kidnappers is an extraordinary sandstone headland to the east of Hastings in Hawke's Bay. It was named by Captain Cook after an attempt by local Mäori to abduct one of his crew.

The cape is home to the largest and most accessible gannet colony in the world. The 13 hectare reserve includes the Saddle and Black Reef gannet colonies. Both are closed to public access, however the Black Reef colony can be viewed from the beach. There are several ways to get to the gannet colony - on foot, sitting on a tractor trailer, in a 4WD vehicle or by kayak.

The Australasian Gannet is a member of the booby family, which includes shags, pelicans and frigate birds. Adult Australasian gannets have a wing span of up to two metres and an average weight of two kilograms. Although ungainly on land, gannets are exceptional flyers and conduct spectacular high dives into the sea to catch fish. They nest over summer; the first chicks hatch in early November and the last chicks depart the colony during May.

The other major attraction at Cape Kidnappers is the golf course. Designed by American Tom Doak, the course makes the most of the breathtaking natural landscape. The sixth hole is widely regarded to be one of the great golf holes of the world.
************************************************************
Napier - Hastings - Palmerston North - Wellington 
163 km (102 miles)
Approximately 2 hours
Road Conditions: State Highway 
On your way south you’ll drive through the rural service towns of Waipukurau and Waipawa - both have historic buildings to view. In Dannevirke, a town originally settled by Scandinavians, you can inspect locally made knitwear. Woodville is a place for antique browsing. The Tararua Windfarm is not far from here (it makes electricity out of thin air) – to see it, follow the road to Ballance. Just before Palmerston North is the Manawatu Gorge – keep an eye out for adventure opportunities such as rock-climbing and bungy jumping. 
Waipukurau, which translates to something like ‘river of edible funguses, is a rural service town with a passion for aviation. When conditions are right, the airfield is buzzing with activity. Gliding and hot air ballooning are popular here. Other favorite local activities include golf and trout fishing. If you’ve always wanted to sample country life, a Waipukurau farm stay promises an authentic experience. Ask at the information centre about private gardens you can visit. The town centre has a range of cafés and restaurants. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 4500, good range of shops and services, various types of accommodation.
	


	 Near Porangahau in Hawke’s Bay is an unassuming hill known as "Taumata whakatangi hangakoauau o tamatea turi pukakapiki maunga horo nuku pokai whenua kitanatahu", which translates into English as "the place where Tamatea, the man with the big knees, who slid, climbed and swallowed mountains, known as 'land eater’, played his flute to his loved one." Locals simply call it Taumata Hill.

Tamatea was a famous chief and warrior. One day, while traveling through the back of Porangahau, he encountered another tribe and had to fight them to get past. During the fight his brother was killed. Tamatea was so grieved over the loss of his brother that he stayed at the battle site for some days. Each morning he would sit on the hill and play a lament on what is called the koauau or Maori flute.

You can find the hill by driving south from Waipukurau for about 55 kilometers, turn right onto Wimbledon Road. A sign displaying the name is situated about five kilometers along this road. It’s a great photo opportunity. The hill is on private land, so permission is required before you can walk to it. Enquire at the Napier Visitor Information Centre.

	


	Te Angiangi Marine Reserve is located on the Hawke's Bay coast, east of Waipukurau. At low tide a broad rock platform is exposed, making it easy to view a fascinating range of marine life. Distinctive rock pool plants and animals include golden limpets, large beds of Neptune's necklace, pink coralline seaweed, eel grass, small fish, crabs, juvenile paua and kina (sea urchins). 

The reserve is well suited to snorkeling, particularly in the sheltered waters of Stingray Bay and Shelly Bay. During calm conditions, experienced smokeless and scuba divers will have no difficulty swimming off the edge of the intertidal rock platform.

Below the waves there are about 138 hectares of reef to explore. The most spectacular underwater scenery is found in depths of 9-15 metres south of Aramoana. Dense Ecklonia kelp forest covers most of the reef, which is broken in places by long sandy guts. Common reef animals include paua, opal shells and reef fish such as red and blue moki, butterfish, banded wrasse, marblefish and sweep. Crayfish (rock lobster) are also an important part of the reef community. Colourful nudibranchs (sea slugs) and large schools of butterfly perch and tarakihi are found at depths of 24-36 metres.


Palmerston North - Wellington 

139 km (87 miles)
Approximately 1.75 hours
Road Conditions: State Highway 
One of New Zealand’s largest provincial cities, Palmerston North has an attractive historic heart. Many of the original stores built in the 1920s and 1930s have been restored and now function as boutiques, cafes and restaurants. Rose gardens and museums should also be on your agenda of things to see.

Scenic Highlights
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	Putangirua Pinnacles Scenic Reserve
Around seven million years ago, the Aorangi Range was an island. As the mountains eroded, scree and gravel were washed down to the coast, where they formed a sedimentary layer. Over the past 120,000 years, the Putangirua Stream has exposed this ancient layer of gravel to the erosive forces of rain and floods. Some of the sediments stayed concreted together, while others washed away. The result is the Putangirua Pinnacles 'an amazing collection of hoodoos'.

This outlandish place was used as a filming location for the 'Paths of the Dead' scene in the Return of the King, the third movie in Peter Jackson's Lord of the Rings trilogy.

To find the Putangirua Pinnacles Scenic Reserve, drive about 13 kilometers along Cape Palliser Road from the Lake Ferry turn-off. The reserve has a camping ground and a choice of walking tracks. Three of the walks lead to the pinnacles. You need to allow about three hours for the round trip.
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	216 km (135 miles) Approximately 2.75 hours Road Conditions: State Highway

you'll encounter a wildlife sanctuary at Mt Bruce and the legendary town of Eketahuna (in kiwi slang Eketahuna is the archetypal hick town). The Tararua Windfarm (it makes electricity out of thin air) is a little further north—to see it, follow the road to Ballance. After the antique shops of Woodville you can inspect locally made knitwear in Dannevirke, a town originally settled by Scandinavians. The rural service towns of Waipukurau and Waipawa both have historic buildings to view.

Every year in March, Masterton hosts the international Golden Shears competition. Sheep shearing in the Wairarapa is both a sport and an art form. The town's main park has an aviary, aquarium, deer park and a small boating lake. Or you could rediscover your childhood at the local toy museum.




Masterton is the largest town in Wairarapa region. Its special claim to fame is the annual Golden Shears shearing competition, which attracts top shearers from all over the country every March. Traditionally, Masterton has been a service centre for farmers, but these days its proximity to the Wairarapa wine industry is gradually changing the character of the town. If you’re staying for a night or two, you can visit Queen Elizabeth Park to enjoy the beautiful gardens. Masterton also has a bird aviary, deer park and swimming pool complex. East of Masterton lays Castle Point, a surf beach with protected swimming and a choice of walking tracks. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 20,000
Masterton - Martinborough 
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	45 km (28 miles)  Approximately 0.5 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway/Arterial

In recent years, Martinborough has become the gourmet capital of the lower North Island. It is home to over 25 boutique vineyards, several fabulous restaurants and a number of up market bed and breakfast establishments. From the charming town square, you can walk to most of the local attractions.

Enjoy the clean, green scenery as you drive north through the friendly townships of the Wairarapa. In Featherston you'll find an interesting locomotive museum. Greytown has many beautiful examples of Victorian architecture and a quaint museum – take yourself on a self-guided walk. Carterton is a good place to shop for paua shell souvenirs—it's also a place to enjoy daffodils in the spring.

Every year in March, Masterton hosts the international Golden Shears competition. Sheep shearing in the Wairarapa is both a sport and an art form. The town's main park has an aviary, aquarium, deer park and a small boating lake. Or you could rediscover your childhood at the local toy museum.


Bring your appetite to Martinborough, where Pinot Noir and excellent restaurants promise to ease you into a very happy state of mind. From Martinborough’s village centre you can stroll to any or all of the 30 local vineyards. Pick up a map from the visitors centre. If you can’t find the time or energy to wander from vineyard to vineyard, there’s a wine centre where you can sample many wines under one roof. Accommodation in this area is full of character. Stay in the historic hotel or find a self-contained heritage cottage. There are B & Bs and farm stays in every direction. To counteract the effects of over-indulgence, try a hike around the Patuna Chasm Walkway. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1500, visitors centre, boutique shopping.

Historic Greytown was New Zealand’s first planned inland town. It was established by settlers from Wellington, who were looking for small, affordable portions of land to farm. They were assisted in their quest by Governor Sir George Grey, and named the town in his honor. The region around Greytown is known for its rich river silt soils, which produce some of the tastiest fruit and vegetables you’ll ever find. Excellent examples of Victorian colonial architecture line the main street and there is a wide choice of cafés and restaurants. For entertainment, apart from shopping, follow the historic walk and visit the local museum. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 2000, train station, good range of shops. 

Wellington
Wellington is the political capital of New Zealand. The city is compact, cultured and full of character. Nestled between the harbour and the hills, the downtown area is ideal for explorations on foot - shopping, cafes, transport, accommodation and the city’s major attractions are compressed into an area that’s conveniently walkable. Wellington’s visitors come to browse museums, historic places and galleries, including the highly acclaimed national museum Te Papa. From a food and wine point of view, the city is truly delectable. Night time entertainment includes professional theatre, live concerts, comedy shows and dance performances.  
Functional facts: Approx. population 205,500, i-SITE Visitor Centre, international and domestic airport.
At the top of the Wellington Cable Car, and just minutes from the central business district, lies 25 hectares (64 acres) of beauty, peace and tranquility. Established in 1844, the Wellington Botanic Garden is home to some of the oldest exotic trees in New Zealand.  
Today, the native and exotic forests are complemented by a duck pond, a begonia house and cafe, colorful floral displays, an herb garden, an Australian garden and the award-winning Lady Norwood Rose Garden.   Several large garden sculptures, the Sun Dial of Human Involvement and stunning views across the city and harbour add to the natural attractions of the Wellington Botanic Garden. A strong sense of pioneering days can be found in the historic Bolton Street Memorial Park section, with its heritage roses and grave stones of the city's pioneers. In the evening, glow worms can be seen along the banks of the moist and shady areas.   Wellington Botanic Garden is open daily, from sunrise to sunset. Tours are available by prior request. www.wellingtonnz.com  

Matiu/Somes Island
Maori history, early European history, war stories and wildlife - this island, in the middle of Wellington Harbour, has it all.  Explore a tranquil island and wildlife sanctuary in the middle of Wellington's beautiful harbour.  This island was originally named after Matiu, a daughter of the famous Polynesian explorer Kupe. Around 1840 it was renamed Somes Island when, along with most of the land around Wellington, it was acquired by the colonial New Zealand Company. The island is now officially known by its bilingual name, Matiu/Somes Island.  For generations, Maori occupied this island and used it as an important strategic pa site (defense fortress). A lighthouse on the island, built in 1866, was the first harbour light in New Zealand. Its replacement, built in 1900 and later automated, continues to guide and welcome sea-borne travelers into the safety of Wellington Harbour.   For more than 100 years the island operated as a quarantine station, initially for people and later for animals as well. A memorial remembers the unfortunate people who died on the island while in quarantine.  During both world wars, the island served as a detention centre for people of alien nationality who were considered a security threat at the time. It also revived its role as a strategic defense position, and structures from the World War II heavy anti-aircraft positions can still be seen.  
Today, the island is being re-forested with native plants by volunteers and organizations. Native birds, reptiles and invertebrates are also being released to thrive in the pest-free environment.   Ferries provide a regular service to the island from central Wellington and Days Bay. On arrival, visitors are asked to check their bags for small stowaways (rodents) in the quarantine shed. The loop track takes about 40 minutes to walk.
Karori Wildlife Sanctuary
In the suburb of Karori, just 2.5 kilometres from the Wellington central business district, you'll find a 252 hectare (one square mile) paradise of pest-free wilderness.  The Karori Wildlife Sanctuary is a world-first conservation attraction, where a unique and natural area is being patiently restored. As an early water catchment area, the Karori Valley was largely protected from the perils of suburban sprawl.  When the area was longer required for Wellington's water supply, the vision emerged to recreate a natural environment - exactly as it would have been centuries ago, but right inside a major city.  A purpose-built 8.6 kilometre perimeter fence keeps out introduced mammalian pests, such as stoats, weasels, possums, rats and cats. An eradication programme has removed all traces of these pests from within park. Rare and endangered birds - like the little spotted kiwi, saddleback, stitchbird and kaka - have been released into the park. Here they thrive on the increasingly abundant natural food sources.  Stroll around natural forest, lakes and historical buildings at your own pace, or book a guided tour during the day or night. You can walk across a unique historic dam, see a 19th century goldmine carved deep into the hillside, take a scenic ride on an electric boat or picnic on the lawns by the wetlands.The Karori Wildlife Sanctuary is easily reached by public transport. There are buses every fifteen minutes from the city. Get off the bus at the first stop after the Karori Tunnel, and walk for five minutes to the end of Waiapu Road. Plenty of free parking is available for people travelling by car.
Makara Track
Makara Track is a six kilometre loop that climbs to vantage points with spectacular views. The track returns along the wild sea coast.   The extent of the views from this area was recognised as a benefit by historical defence planners. A pa (Maori fortress) site lies on the promontory at the western end of Fisherman's Bay, and gun emplacements at the top of the cliffs mark the position of Fort Opau, which was garrisoned by a hundred soldiers during World War II.   Makara Track begins and ends at Makara Beach, 16 kilometres from Wellington. The beach is at the end of Makara Road, which runs from the south end of Karori Road. The track takes three to four hours to walk. The inland section of the track is closed for lambing from 1 August to 31 October. Carry food and drink, as the track does not go past drinkable water.
National War Memorial and Carillon
	


	The art deco architecture of this striking building draws the visitor towards poignant memories of bravery and loss of life. The fifty-metre high memorial is home to the Hall of Memories, a carillon (huge musical bell instrument) and the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior.

The Hall of Memories contains six memorial alcoves, designed as small side chapels. Each chapel is dedicated to a different branch of the New Zealand Armed Forces. At the far end of the central area is a bronze sculpture of a woman holding her family together, in the absence of her partner on active service.


The carillon is the third largest by weight in the world and the only carillon in New Zealand. The cast bronze bells range from 13 kilograms to 12.5 tonnes each, with a total weight of 70.5 tonnes. With 74 bells spanning six octaves, the carillon delights audiences with more than 200 hours of live concerts each year. Carillon bells are tuned chromatically; when rung together they produce a wide range of concordant harmonic effects. Originating from Belgium, the Netherlands and northern France, many carillons were confiscated and melted down for armaments in World War I & hence their peace time resurgence and association with war memorials.

The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior holds pride of place on the entrance steps to the memorial. Its design, inspired by the Southern Cross constellation, possesses a distinctive New Zealand character. Completed in November 2004, the tomb is the resting place of the remains of an unknown New Zealand soldier, repatriated from a First World War cemetery in the Somme region of France. With name, rank, regiment, race, religion and other details unknown, the soldier represents and honours all New Zealanders who became lost to their families in war.

Mount Victoria
Mount Victoria provides stunning 360 degree views of Wellington City, the harbour and the ocean to the south. Car and bus access is via Alexandra Road, while walking tracks lead from Oriental Parade and Majoribanks Street.

Legend has it that Wellington harbour, originally a land-locked lake, was home to two large and very active taniwha (sea monsters). One taniwha forged a passage to the open sea creating the entrance to the harbour. The second, named Whataitai, tried a different route, became stranded and died. It is believed that Tangi-te keo (Mt Victoria) was named after the soul of Whataitai.  
Mount Victoria is part of the Wellington Town Belt, land set aside in 1841 by the colonial New Zealand Company for a "public recreation ground for the inhabitants of Wellington". It's a great place for walking, jogging and mountain biking.  At the end of the summit road, near the viewing platform, is a striking memorial to Richard Byrd, the American aviator. Byrd mounted numerous Antarctic expeditions from his base in New Zealand; in 1929 he made the first flight over the South Pole.  More recently, Mount Victoria provided a filming location for the first movie in the Lord of the Rings trilogy directed by Peter Jackson - himself a devoted Wellingtonian. On the slopes of the mountain, just minutes from the sophistication of modern Wellington, terrified hobbits hid from Black Riders in dense forest undergrowth
Wellington Central Waterfront
A satisfying seaside stroll awaits on the doorstep of Wellington's central business district.   
Large areas of the once-busy waterfront were left idle by the change to more efficient container shipping. Clever planning and considerable investment have restored these wharves and cargo sheds to provide a spacious and entertaining seaside reserve - just for pedestrians.  To walk at the water's edge and enjoy magnificent views of the harbour, cross to Queens Wharf on the City to Sea Walk Bridge, which features large Maori carvings.   Restaurants, apartments and the Museum of Wellington City and Sea now fill this area's gracefully functional historic buildings.  
There are a number of interesting memorial plaques and artworks worth viewing. One plaque commemorates Paddy the Wanderer, a dog turned celebrity who was cared for by waterside workers, seamen and taxi drivers from 1928 until 1939.  From Queens Wharf follow the harbour around past Te Papa (the national museum) and Chaffers Marina to Oriental Bay, where you will find numerous cafes and an enticing stretch of golden sand.  Jutting out onto the beach is a great viewing platform and picnic place, which was originally a band rotunda before being converted into a bathing pavilion in 1937.

 Red Rocks Reserve
On the rugged south coast of Wellington, a 30 to 40 minute coastal walk leads from Owhiro Bay to the Red Rocks (Pari-whero) - an area of national significance with fascinating geology and Maori history.   The Red Rocks are ancient pillow lava formed 200 million years ago by undersea volcanic eruptions. Small amounts of iron oxides give the rocks their distinctive colouring.  
Maori folklore tells two stories relating to the colour of the rocks. In one, Kupe - the famous Polynesian explorer - was gathering paua (shellfish) here when one clamped his hand. He bled and stained the rocks red. In the other story, the red is the blood of Kupe's daughters. Fearing for their father's safety on a long voyage, they gashed themselves in grief over his absence.  
In 2002 the New Zealand Historic Place Trust registered four baches (simple beach houses) at Red Rocks as historic areas. The baches, built in the early 1900s, have been kept in original form by their proud owners.  The coastal walk continues on to Sinclair Head, where there is a New Zealand fur seal colony. From May to October the colony is populated by bachelor males who were unsuccessful in their attempts to win the rank of breeding male in the colonies of the South Island. The absence of female seals and their young means this colony is less aggressive than some. However, seals are affected by stress and people are asked to keep a reasonable distance from the young males.   To get to Red Rocks, catch bus number 1 to Island Bay and get off at Reef Street. There is a 2.5 kilometre walk to the start of the walkway.

Wrights Hill Fortress and Recreation Reserve
The height of Wrights Hill allows it to be seen from the eastern suburbs, central city and western suburbs. There is little open ground, except for on top of the hill where a well-developed lookout is located, offering dramatic views.   Wrights hill has picnic areas, an extensive track network for walking, and a shared walking and mountain biking connection to the Polhill/Hawkins Hill ridge and Makara Peak. Significant heritage features include the World War II gun emplacements and tunnels. These are looked after by the Wrights Hill Fortress Restoration Society. They have a number of public open days throughout the year. Each of the 9.2 inch guns could fire a 172 kilogram, 1 metre long shell up to 30 kilometres. They were only fired once, as a test after the war had ended. The test proved most satisfactory, although windows at the fort were broken by the blast.  Wrights Hill Reserve is managed by Wellington City Council and is one of Wellington's significant ecological sites. It borders the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary and forms part of the ecological corridor running west and north from the sanctuary. A road runs from Campbell Street, Karori, to just below the summit.

END OF NORTH ISLAND
SOUTH ISLAND

Wellington - Greymouth – Queenstown
	 
	Travel Time
	Km
	(Miles)

	Day 1
Wellington to Nelson
	4.75 hrs
	243
	152

	Day 2
Nelson to Greymouth
	4.25 hrs
	328
	205

	Day 3
Greymouth to Fox Glacier
	2.5 hrs
	196
	123

	Day 4
Fox Glacier to Wanaka
	3.5 hrs
	261
	163

	Day 5
Wanaka to Queenstown
	1.25 hrs
	103
	64

	Totals for Driving Route
	16.25 hrs
	1,131
	707


Picton

The picturesque seaside town of Picton is the South Island base for the ferry service that links the main islands of New Zealand. It’s also the gateway to the marine, forest and island attractions of the Marlborough Sounds. Built around a very sheltered harbour, the town has an attractive seafront dotted with cafés, restaurants and various types of galleries. There’s also a floating maritime museum and an aquarium. Local operators can take you cruising, fishing, dolphin watching or sea kayaking. The Queen Charlotte Track is a major local attraction; you can conquer it on foot or on a mountain bike. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 3600

Marlborough Sounds is a collection of ancient sunken river valleys filled with the waters of the Pacific Ocean. Forested hills rise steeply from the sea around an intricate coastline of sheltered inlets and sandy bays. The area has three main bodies of water - Queen Charlotte, Kenepuru and Pelorous Sounds. The Department of Conservation manages over 50 reserves in this scenic playground.

Several islands within the sounds are predator-free sanctuaries for native wildlife. Motuara, Long, Blumine and Allports Islands are ideal for picnics, forest walks or viewing historic sites.

According to Maori tradition, the South Island is the canoe of Aoraki. Its sunken prow forms Queen Charlotte Sound/Totaranui and Pelorus Sound/Te Hoiere. The sounds provided good shelter and food for Maori people. To avoid travelling out into the open sea to get from one sound to another, they carried their waka/canoes over low saddles.

Captain James Cook also used the sounds for shelter and food. He made Ship Cove his base in the 1770s and discovered a plant (Cook's scurvy grass) that is high in vitamin C to cure scurvy. 

Today, the sounds are popular for kayaking and hiking, and there are numerous tent camping sites available. Kayaks, yachts and motor launches are available for hire or charter

Nestled in the entrance to Queen Charlotte Sound are Long Island and the Kokomohua Islands; around them is Long lsland-Kokomohua Marine Reserve.

The reserve protects all marine life within its boundaries - not just fish and shellfish, but also animals like seals, penguins and other seabirds that live on the land but feed in the sea.

Scuba divers can investigate the reef systems along the north-facing shore of Long Island, around Kokomohua Islands and the charted rock further north. The best diving is at depths of up to 15 metres.

Rocky crevices shelter crayfish, the night-time predators of the sea floor. A variety of fish can be seen - local reef fish and visiting predators such as kahawai.

Because the reserve is accessible only by boat, the port town of Picton is the best place to launch your expedition to this reserve. The flat landing area on Long Island is ideal for picnicking and swimming, although no facilities are provided

Dolphin Watch Ecotours
Picton Foreshore, Picton
2006 TOURISM AWARD WINNERS!
Guided Ecotours, Queen Charlotte Track Walks and Swimming with Dolphins in the scenic Marlborough Sounds. View dolphins, seals & seabirds while experiencing the stunning scenery of the Queen Charlotte Sound. Land on a bird sanctuary island and enjoy the native birds while walking to the Cook Strait overlook. For a truly amazing experience, swim with the dolphins! Owned & operated by marine biologists! 

Tours depart daily at 9:00am and 1:30pm or try one of our Wildlife Watch & Walk options, where you can enjoy our ecotour before being dropped at historic Ship Cove. After exploring the area and watching the native birds, walk the most popular segment of the Queen Charlotte Track in a day

Sherrington Grange
Mahau Sound, RD2, Picton
Join Marlborough cheese-maker Lisa Harper, from Sherrington Cheese and get an introduction to the creation and appreciation of traditional cheese. Learn the differences between hard and fresh cheeses and what makes artisan cheese so different from the large-scale, factory-made product. Make two soft cheeses yourself and taste a selection of local cheeses over lunch. 

Sherrington cheese has been lovingly created by hand, in a tiny farm dairy, deep in the beautiful Marlborough Sounds. It was made using techniques and recipes long abandoned by modern dairy factories, in the interest of efficiency. Luckily, the original flavour has been preserved for you by generations of women in the Harper family

Seahorse World Aquarium
1 Dunbar Wharf, The Foreshore, Picton

Wow Dad gives birth to up to 421 babies at a time.

It’s true he really does. Did you know that the New Zealand seahorse is the biggest in the world. Seahorse World is an invaluable resource, with one of the largest collections of New Zealand marine life on display. Our hundreds of seahorses are the stars. We have a preserved 6 metre giant squid (leviathan of the deep and never seen alive), sharks, crayfish, rays, octopus, commercial species, rocky shore display, life size Orca and Hectors dolphin models, touch pool, magnificent collection of marine fossils, video and reading area and many highly informative wall displays.  It is our knowledgeable, friendly, and professional staff that really make the experience
$16 for adults   Guided Tours 10,12,1 and 3(includes seahorse feeding) Fish feeding 11 and 2 sharks and main marine tank at 2
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	145 km (91 miles)   Approximately 1.75 hours
Road Conditions: State Highway/Arterial

The drive to Nelson first takes you to the town of Havelock, which is known as the Green Shell Mussel Capital of the World. Nearby Canvastown is a place to explore old gold mining fields—thousands tried to get rich here in the 1860s. At Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve you can enjoy a bush walk or a swim, depending on the time of the year. And if you'd like a glimpse of local life in 1890, Rai Valley has a beautifully preserved cottage museum. The city of Nelson is home to a fascinating community of beach, bush and art lovers. From here you can organise yourself an eco-adventure or become immersed in the local creative culture.  At Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve you can enjoy a bush walk or a swim, depending on the time of the year. And if you’d like a glimpse of local life in 1890, Rai Valley has a beautifully preserved cottage museum. Every year the city hosts the Montana New Zealand Wearable Art Awards, where art comes off the wall and onto the body. 


The city of Nelson is home to a fascinating community of beach, bush and art lovers. From here you can organise yourself an eco-adventure or become immersed in the local creative culture. Every year the city hosts the Montana New Zealand Wearable Art Awards, where art comes off the wall and onto the body. 
Abel Tasman National Park AA 397  - 401 Motueka Church - Canoe The Abel Tasman National Park is renowned for its golden beaches, sculptured granite cliffs, and its world-famous coastal track. It also has a mild climate and is a good place to visit at any time of the year.  Marahau is known as "the gateway to the Abel Tasman".  The Abel Tasman Marahau Beach Camp is the ideal base to stay whilst exploring the park.  In addition to our accommodation, we offer you the opportunity to explore the Abel Tasman National Park track, dine in our restaurant or travel in our water taxi to a remote beach to enjoy the natural beauty of the park, with pick-up and drop-off at any arranged location.   Enjoy the natural beauty of the park on our water taxi with pick-up and drop-off at any arranged location (see Map).  Our fast and friendly service visits all the enchanting bays along the coast, into Falls River (depending on the tide), around Tonga Island to see the fur seals, to Totaranui (up to Mutton Cove on request) then back to Marahau. Departs 9am and 1.30pm daily and in summer also at 10.30 and 12.30, or by arrangement, from Marahau Beach Camp Base, returning at noon and 4.30pm.  WATER TAXI SCHEDULE & FARES (ONEWAY)  *Summer timetable only   Marahau - Anchorage Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Anchorage - 11.45am, *1.15pm, *.3.15pm, 4pm  $24   Marahau - Torrent Bay  Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Torrent Bay - 11.45am, *1.15pm, *.3.15pm, 4pm  $24   Marahau - Bark Bay  Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Bark Bay - 11.30pm, *1.00pm, *3.00pm, 3.45pm  $28   Marahau - Tonga Bay Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Tonga Bay - 11.15pm, *12.45pm, *2.45pm, 3.35pm  $30   Marahau - Awaroa Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Awaroa Lodge - 10.30am, *12.00pm, *2.00pm, 3pm  $34   Marahau - Totaranui Leave Marahau - 9am, *10.30am, *12.30pm, 1.30pm Leave Totaranui - 11am, *12.15pm, *2.15pm, 3.15pm  $36   Round trip ex Marahau to Totaranui  $55   All prices are NZ$ per adult and are subject to change. Children 5 - 12 yrs half price. Under 5 years free if held on a knee.     
Nelson - Murchison  
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	132 km / 82 miles  By Road    Driving: Approx 1h55m   Road Conditions: State Highway

 Murchison Nelson Lakes AA 409 Beginning of Buller Gorge AA 410 Swingbridge see word doc for info and map NZ93 AA recommend rafting Buller River
Pan for gold in Lyell Creek before you navigate the dark, forbidding Buller Gorge. At Hawks Crag the road has been hacked out of solid rock—you'll drive under a dramatic overhang. 
	
	


Murchison calls itself the ‘whitewater capital’ of the country, because there are rivers everywhere – the Gowan, Mangles, Matiri, Glenroy, Matakitaki, Maruia and the mighty Buller. For anybody into canoeing or kayaking, it’s a dream come true. The rivers vary from Class 2 to 4 whitewater, so they’re not for the faint hearted. Rafting, jet boating, gold panning and fishing are other ways to enjoy the river environment. There are several excellent mountain bike trails in the area; hire bikes are available. Originally a gold rush town, Murchison was almost completely destroyed by a huge earthquake in 1929 – you can find out all about it at the district museum. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 850, information centre, basic shops, cafés.
Murchison to Westport 

Driving distance: 98 km / 61 miles  Driving: Approx 1h26m 

The Buller River is the principal river on the West Coast flowing swiftly from its source Lake Rotoiti at Nelson Lakes westward to the Tasman Sea at Westport. For most of its 169 kilometers the river is contained within steep sided, bush clad gorges creating the most remarkable and spectacular scenery, particularly in the Lower Buller Gorge.   State Highways 63 and 6 follow the river for most of its length and the ever changing light on the densely forested ranges makes the drive through the Lower Buller Gorge, the Gateway to the Northern West Coast (Kahurangi National Park) and the Punakaiki Pancake Rocks (via the Coast Road), stunning no matter what the weather!   Our adventure base is set amongst the virgin native rainforest of the Lower Buller Gorge, with the backdrop of the magnificent Paparoa Mountain Ranges and the impressive Buller River at our doorstep.  The Buller River, alias the descriptive Maori name 'Kawatiri' meaning 'swift and deep', carves its journey through stunning gorge scenery.   Experience an awe-inspiring 1 1/4 hour jetboating adventure through the majestic Lower Buller Gorge. A round trip of 44kms, this is a personalized and informative jetboat ride giving ample opportunity to explore more of the incredible West Coast environment.   Skim the shallows, play in pressure waves and flirt with the massive rocks and craggy overhangs of the mighty Buller River, then brace yourself for some breathtaking jetspins! Packed with variety and at excellent value, this great New Zealand river journey will prove to be a holiday highlight!  Please Bring:  Jacket and camera  We Provide:  Lifejacket, spray jacket & pants, sunglasses, fleece hat and gloves (winter).   Rafting Price:  $75 adult/$55 child    Click here to book now >>   http://www.adventuretours.co.nz/jetboating/index.html   The 'Earthquake Slip Rapids' are a mixture of Grade 3 & 4 and provide the most entertaining whitewater on the mighty Buller River, which maintains consistent summer river flows. This 3 hour river adventure on the West Coast's largest volume river, provides a variety of invigorating experiences. Our professional river guides cater for all thrill levels, with the emphasis on fun, participation and safety.   Optional river challenges include a 9m cliff jump, a Grade 2 swim rapid and the more adventurous can paddle a self bailing inflatable kayak.   Between rapids, absorb the spectacular Buller Gorge scenery while listening to bird song and tales of the early pioneers.   Your quality river journey finishes with a riverside 'sausage sizzle', wholegrain bread, delicious fresh salad, cookies and hot or cold refreshments. Please Bring:  Towel and swimwear   We Provide:  Riverside lunch (vegetarians catered for on request)Top quality safety clothing including: 5mm wetsuit and booties, thermal top, splash jacket, life jacket and helmet Full safety instruction and experienced and professional New Zealand qualified Raft Guides    Rafting Price:  $110 adult (minimum age 10-13 years depending on river flow/conditions)          Check out our audio visual presentation   This amazing pristine environment provides us with an adventure location second to none!   Buller Adventure Tours, with it's 20 years of providing unique West Coast Adventure, has activities which are as dynamic and diverse as its awe-inspiring surroundings.   Whether you have an appetite for adventure or simply wish to unwind, discover awesome quality with Buller Adventure Tours, on the wild West Coast!
The road to Westport is scenic and interesting. The museum at Murchison will tell you all about the massive earthquake that shook the region in 1929. Pan for gold in Lyell Creek before you navigate the dark, forbidding Buller Gorge. At Hawks Crag the road has been hacked out of solid rock – you’ll drive under a dramatic overhang.

Westport is known as a coal mining town, but it’s also a base for outdoor adventures. Visit the local coal mining museum, then strap on your walking shoes to investigate the seal colony. Black water rafting, jet boating, horse trekking and surf rafting are other opportunities for outdoor excitement.

Scenic Highlights

Cape Foulwind Seal Colony
Enjoy a close encounter with New Zealand fur seals in their natural habitat on the wild west coast of the South Island.  A female New Zealand fur seal lives at the same colony all her life. After giving birth in late November, and mating a week or so later, she takes feeding trips to sea for a few days at a time followed by up to seven days nursing her playful pups. This means a breeding colony - like the one at Tauranga Bay, Cape Foulwind - offers plenty of activity to observe at any time of the year.

The males arrive in late November and begin competing for the right to mate. The successful males will attract a group of up to 16 but normally less than seven females. The males remain ashore and do not feed for up to two months during the breeding season. Most return to the sea by mid-January.

From the car park at Tauranga Bay, a very well formed 10-minute track leads to viewing platforms over the seal colony below. Interpretive panels at the platforms provide information on the activity in the colony and the seals' breeding cycle, as well as historical information about the sealing industry that once existed in New Zealand.

A 1.5 hour coastal walk from Cape Foulwind south to Tauranga Bay passes along the edge of an escarpment, undulating grazing pasture, a sandy beach and granite bluffs. The walk offers panoramic views of the cape and the rugged coastline. A side track leads to the Cape Foulwind lighthouse. 

Abel Tasman was the first European to sight the cape on 14 December, 1642. To commemorate this, a mounted astrolabe (early astronomical instrument) and interpretive display are situated on a spur overlooking Tauranga Bay. Tasman named the promontory Rocky Cape, but it was Captain Cook who later gave it the name Cape Foulwind. Cook's ship the Endeavour was blown well out to sea from this point in a particularly unpleasant patch of weather.

Buller River

The Buller River is the principal river on the West Coast flowing swiftly from its source Lake Rotoiti at Nelson Lakes westward to the Tasman Sea at Westport. For most of its 169 kilometers the river is contained within steep sided, bush clad gorges creating the most remarkable and spectacular scenery, particularly in the Lower Buller Gorge. 

State Highways 63 and 6 follow the river for most of its length and the ever changing light on the densely forested ranges makes the drive through the Lower Buller Gorge, the Gateway to the Northern West Coast (Kahurangi National Park) and the Punakaiki Pancake Rocks (via the Coast Road), stunning no matter what the weather! 

The 'Earthquake Slip Rapids' are a mixture of Grade 3 & 4 and provide the most entertaining whitewater on the mighty Buller River, which maintains consistent summer river flows. This 3 hour river adventure on the West Coast's largest volume river, provides a variety of invigorating experiences. Our professional river guides cater for all thrill levels, with the emphasis on fun, participation and safety. 

Optional river challenges include a 9m cliff jump, a Grade 2 swim rapid and the more adventurous can paddle a self bailing inflatable kayak. 

Between rapids, absorb the spectacular Buller Gorge scenery while listening to bird song and tales of the early pioneers. 

Your quality river journey finishes with a riverside 'sausage sizzle', wholegrain bread, delicious fresh salad, cookies and hot or cold refreshments.
Experience an awe-inspiring 1 1/4 hour jetboating adventure through the majestic Lower Buller Gorge. A round trip of 44kms, this is a personalized and informative jetboat ride giving ample opportunity to explore more of the incredible West Coast environment. 

Skim the shallows, play in pressure waves and flirt with the massive rocks and craggy overhangs of the mighty Buller River, then brace yourself for some breathtaking jetspins! Packed with variety and at excellent value, this great New Zealand river journey will prove to be a holiday highlight! 

Wild West Adventure Company
8 Whall Street, Greymouth
Southern Alps Twin Adventure.
Our 4 WD adventure truck will take you on a safari into the heartland of NZ’s Southern Alps through heavy native New Zealand rainforest, over mountain foothills to the rivers of the Taipo Valley and the start of your rafting adventure.  The grade 3 Taipo River is fast flowing with plenty of action all the way. There are 10 grade 3 and 16 grade 2 rapids with a beautiful calm gorge in between.  Choose a raft which takes the easier more relaxed route or take an “Action Raft” which gives you a roller coaster ride of rapids down the river. The choice is yours.
Departs Daily from Greymouth at 07.45 am.  Finish your trip at our base with a relaxing hot spa and a glass off wine or beer on us!
Buller Adventure Tours
Buller Gorge Road, SH6, Westport

Experience an awe-inspiring 1 1/4 hour jet boating adventure through the enchanting sub tropical forest of the Lower Buller Gorge. A round trip of over 44kms, this is a personalised and informative jetboat ride giving ample opportunity to explore and discover more of the incredible West Coast environment. Skim the shallows, flirt with the massive rocks and overhangs of the mighty Buller River, then brace yourself for some breathtaking jetspins in our 820 horse power jetboat. Packed with variety and at great value, this awesome river journey will prove to be a New Zealand highlight.


Norwest Adventures Ltd  AA Quality
State Highway 6, Coastal Highway, Charleston, Westport 

Take the narrow gauge ‘Nile River Rainforest Train’ and come on our award winning experiences; ‘Underworld Rafting’ (4hrs) or ‘the Charleston glow-worm cave tour’ (3hrs). Combine fun and discovery in the awe inspiring Nile River Caves and be spellbound by the most amazing display of glow-worms and stalactites.

For those who demand a more extreme adventure then experience our full on ‘adventure caving’ tour (5hrs). 
All ecotours depart twice daily from Westport (the train departs often) Tours depart from our base in the Charleston Hotel.

Underwater rafting
  must be 10 years or over 

  water confidence required 

  suitable for water proof cameras only 

  swimwear and a towel required 

  allow 4 hours from our Charleston Base 

  trips every morning and afternoon 

  water proof digital camera taken on most trips 

  $135 (NZD) per person 

  Latest river conditions available here 
Charleston Nile River Rainforest Train
  Suited to everyone, old or young 

  Allow 1.5hrs return to our Charleston Base 

  5 trips/day in summer, 3 trips/day in winter 

  $20 (NZD) p
Charleston glowworm cave tour
  must be able to walk unassisted for two hours on uneven surfaces 

  warm clothing and robust footwear advisable 

  cameras permitted 

  trips every morning, afternoon and evening 

  trips takes 3 hours return to our Charleston Base 

  $80 (NZD) per p
Arts and Crafts

 Westport - Punakaiki - Greymouth 
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	226 km (141 miles)  Approximately 3 hours  Road Conditions: State Highway

The city of Nelson is home to a fascinating community of beach, bush and art lovers. From here you can organise yourself an eco-adventure or become immersed in the local creative culture. Every year the city hosts the Montana New Zealand Wearable Art Awards.

The road to Westport is scenic and interesting. If you have plenty of time, turn off at Belgrove and loop past the Nelson Lakes National Park. The museum at Murchison will tell you all about the massive earthquake that shook the region in 1929.
Murchison Nelson Lakes AA 409 Beginning of Buller Gorge AA 410 Swingbridge see word doc for info and map NZ93 AA recommend rafting Buller River
Pan for gold in Lyell Creek before you navigate the dark, forbidding Buller Gorge. At Hawks Crag the road has been hacked out of solid rock—you'll drive under a dramatic overhang.
The Buller River is the principal river on the West Coast flowing swiftly from its source Lake Rotoiti at Nelson Lakes westward to the Tasman Sea at Westport. For most of its 169 kilometers the river is contained within steep sided, bush clad gorges creating the most remarkable and spectacular scenery, particularly in the Lower Buller Gorge.   State Highways 63 and 6 follow the river for most of its length and the ever changing light on the densely forested ranges makes the drive through the Lower Buller Gorge, the Gateway to the Northern West Coast (Kahurangi National Park) and the Punakaiki Pancake Rocks (via the Coast Road), stunning no matter what the weather!   Our adventure base is set amongst the virgin native rainforest of the Lower Buller Gorge, with the backdrop of the magnificent Paparoa Mountain Ranges and the impressive Buller River at our doorstep.  The Buller River, alias the descriptive Maori name 'Kawatiri' meaning 'swift and deep', carves its journey through stunning gorge scenery.   Experience an awe-inspiring 1 1/4 hour jetboating adventure through the majestic Lower Buller Gorge. A round trip of 44kms, this is a personalized and informative jetboat ride giving ample opportunity to explore more of the incredible West Coast environment.   Skim the shallows, play in pressure waves and flirt with the massive rocks and craggy overhangs of the mighty Buller River, then brace yourself for some breathtaking jetspins! Packed with variety and at excellent value, this great New Zealand river journey will prove to be a holiday highlight!  Please Bring:  Jacket and camera  We Provide:  Lifejacket, spray jacket & pants, sunglasses, fleece hat and gloves (winter).   Rafting Price:  $75 adult/$55 child    Click here to book now >>   http://www.adventuretours.co.nz/jetboating/index.html   The 'Earthquake Slip Rapids' are a mixture of Grade 3 & 4 and provide the most entertaining whitewater on the mighty Buller River, which maintains consistent summer river flows. This 3 hour river adventure on the West Coast's largest volume river, provides a variety of invigorating experiences. Our professional river guides cater for all thrill levels, with the emphasis on fun, participation and safety.   Optional river challenges include a 9m cliff jump, a Grade 2 swim rapid and the more adventurous can paddle a self bailing inflatable kayak.   Between rapids, absorb the spectacular Buller Gorge scenery while listening to bird song and tales of the early pioneers.   Your quality river journey finishes with a riverside 'sausage sizzle', wholegrain bread, delicious fresh salad, cookies and hot or cold refreshments. Please Bring:  Towel and swimwear   We Provide:  Riverside lunch (vegetarians catered for on request)Top quality safety clothing including: 5mm wetsuit and booties, thermal top, splash jacket, life jacket and helmet Full safety instruction and experienced and professional New Zealand qualified Raft Guides    Rafting Price:  $110 adult (minimum age 10-13 years depending on river flow/conditions)          Check out our audio visual presentation   This amazing pristine environment provides us with an adventure location second to none!   Buller Adventure Tours, with it's 20 years of providing unique West Coast Adventure, has activities which are as dynamic and diverse as its awe-inspiring surroundings.   Whether you have an appetite for adventure or simply wish to unwind, discover awesome quality with Buller Adventure Tours, on the wild West Coast!


Westport – Punakaiki
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	57 km (36 miles)   Approximately 0.75 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway

The road to Punakaiki hugs the coast, providing spectacular views of wild beaches and the tempestuous Tasman Sea. At Charleston, formerly a prosperous gold town, you can arrange underground rafting and cave exploring trips.

Punakaiki is famous for its pancake rocks and booming blowholes. It is the centrepiece of the Paparoa National Park, which is packed with a variety of stunning landscapes. There are many excellent coastal and inland walks in this area. The pancake rock formations date back about 30 million years and were created by layers of limestone being overlaid by rock and clay. When the tide is right, the blow holes are spectacular.


Paparoa National Park
This fascinating national park, towards the northern end of the South Island's west coast, runs all the way inland from the ocean to the rugged ice-carved Paparoa mountain range.

The mild climate and fertile soils support a wide variety of native plant life. Near the coast broadleaf forest dominates, with glades of exotic-looking nikau palms giving a subtropical feel. Large rata trees emerge above the forest canopy. Inland, the forest is made up of red and silver beech, mixed with rimu.

The native birdlife is equally varied and fascinating. The Westland petrel/titi colony south of the Punakaiki River is the only known place in the world where these burrowing seabirds breed. The birds live mostly out at sea, but during the breeding season you can see them flying to and from the colony at dusk and dawn. 

The bizarre 'pancake rocks' at Dolomite Point near the coastal town of Punakaiki, are perhaps the most famous part of the park's 20 kilometre coastline. Around high tide, or during stormy weather, the eroded rock layers that resemble stacks of pancakes put on a spectacular waterspout display. Ocean waves are forced up upwards into small holes in the rocks creating geyser-like plumes of water.

The inner beauty of Paparoa National Park can be enjoyed through caving experiences - some are suitable for beginners, others are only for experienced cavers. The Punakaiki Cavern is just off the coastal highway and all you need is a torch and good footwear. Further north a 1.5 hour return walk includes the popular Fox River Caves. Other cave systems within the park, like the Metro/Te Ananui, require special entry permits and are accessible only to guided parties - contact the park visitor centre.

Nearby, the Pororari River offers an easy, short kayak trip through lush rainforest. Kayaks can be hired locally.

The Truman Track and the track to the Pancake Rocks provide short walks with spectacular coastal scenery. The Pororari River Track offers a 2.5 hour return hike through a magnificent limestone gorge. For an overnight hike, the Inland Pack Track follows a trail that dates back to the gold rush days.
Punakaiki – Greymouth
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	45 km (28 miles) Approximately 0.5 hour Road Conditions: State Highway
Punakaiki is famous for its pancake rocks and booming blowholes. It is the centrepiece of the Paparoa National Park, which is packed with a variety of stunning landscapes. There are many excellent coastal and inland walks in this area.

The pancake rock formations date back about 30 million years. When the tide is right, Punakaiki's blow holes are spectacular.

The road to Greymouth is breathtaking. White capped breakers and rugged rocks on one side, bush-clad mountains on the other side. The town of Runanga is a classic mining village—it offers an interesting walk to nearby Coal Creek Falls. To see interesting old gold mining areas, look for the Point Elizabeth walkway.


Greymouth has a long gold mining history. It's the largest town on the west coast and is known for its awesome seascapes. The local brewery runs tours or you can catch up with west coast history at the museum. White water rafting, sea kayaking and gold panning are other things to do.
Greymouth AA 426 Kotuku Oil Seep  Lake Brunner glacial lake stunning mountain backdrop AA433 Hector's  Dolphins Stone Beaches Sea Geysers and pancake rocks Blackball town - pub and inn AA425 TranzAlpine Rail termus Monteith's Brewery - beer charge to tour!
Scenic Highlights

Punakaiki pancake rocks and blowholes
Gaze in wonder at nature's artistry as columns of water shoot skyward from rocks that resemble giant stacks of pancakes.  Nature began this work of art about 30 million years ago. Over thousands of years, alternating layers of small marine creatures and sand became buried and compressed on the ocean floor. This created areas with multiple layers of hard limestone and softer sandstone. Earthquake activity then lifted the ocean floor high and dry, and those slow motion artists - the rain and the wind - began to erode the softer sandstone. The outcome is cliffs and ravines with hundreds of horizontal slices along their vertical faces, like huge stacks of pancakes. 

In many places, deep inside the cliffs, narrow vertical air shafts created by the rain met with horizontal tunnels created by the pounding ocean. Today, around high tide, the ocean swells rush headlong through ever-narrowing tunnels and force large amounts of water and compressed air to race upward through the vertical shafts. The result is a hissing, heaving, thumping countryside that rhythmically emits geyser-like plumes of salt water. At high tide in a strong westerly swell, this creation of nature is a very impressive sight.

A well-maintained walkway to the pancake rocks leads through native forest before emerging into areas of coastal flax and scrub. The track offers magnificent views of the inland mountains, the rugged coastline and the main attraction - the pancake rocks and blowholes. Informative signage along the way helps you to make sense of what you're seeing.
Shantytown  AA Quality 
Rutherglen Road, Paroa, Greymouth
We are one of New Zealand’s premier cultural and heritage attractions. A faithfully recreated 1900’s pioneer town, born out of, and stimulated by, the great West Coast gold rushes of the 1860’s. 

Shantytown, nestled amidst regenerative native rain forest provides a ‘real’ sense of what it was like to live in New Zealand ‘then’ and what it means to be a New Zealander ‘now’ by allowing you to be both participant and observer in this most dynamic period of its post-Maori colonisation.

Open daily until 5pm, 7 days per week. 

Shantytown is also one of the West Coast's leading functions, conferences and weddings venues. Shantytown is located approximately 10km south of Greymouth.  
	Adult Entry
	$16.00
	· All student and Child tickets include Gold panning


At the peak of the Gold Rush in the 1860’s the area in and around Shantytown was home to some 5,000 prospectors and their families. 

The gaunt heaps of stones that the miners called tailings are now kindly masked by the encroaching native bush, but at one time the area was alive with Chinese diggers and wild colonial boys tearing into the land with their gold dredges and sluicing claims to prise its glittering rewards. 
Dragons Cave Rafting  AA Qualilty
8 Whall Street, Greymouth

Are you looking for an adventure of mystery, romance and intrigue? Then try Dragons Cave Rafting. Float through a galaxy world of glow-worms on subterranean lakes, experience the splendour and roar as you slide down underground water-falls or take a cuddle through the love tunnel. Discover enchanting limestone formations in this castle of the underworld. We supply plenty of warm gear to keep you comfortable in all seasons including boots, socks, gloves, woollen hats and wetsuits. Finish with a hot spa and showers. Trips to suit ages down to 8 years and most abilities. Contact us for a great trip to suit you. We have a money back guaurantee.
Cost $145 pp. Allow 5 hours.
Depart 8:00am & 1:15pm (2pm Nov-April)

Greymouth - Hokitika 
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	40 km (25 miles) Approximately 0.5 hour Road Conditions: State Highway
Greymouth has a long gold mining history. It's the largest town on the west coast and is known for its awesome seascapes. The local brewery runs tours or you can catch up with west coast history at the museum. White water rafting, sea kayaking and gold panning are other things to do. The road between Hokitika and Greymouth provides great views of the wild west coast. Detour to the beach and breathe the salt spray air. Driftwood is the ornamentation of choice for west coast beaches—every shape, size and colour. Hokitika was first settled in 1860, after the discovery of gold on the west coast. It still has the feel of a ‘frontier town’, and there are some lovely old buildings to admire.  Greenstone (NZ jade) is the town's treasure these days—you can see it being polished and sculpted. You might also want to pan for gold, investigate the museum and do the historical walk.  


Hokitika was first settled in 1860, after the discovery of gold on the west coast. It still has the feel of a ‘frontier town’, and there are some lovely old buildings to admire. Greenstone (NZ jade) is the town’s treasure these days – you can see it being polished and sculpted. You might also want to pan for gold, investigate the museum and do the historical walk. 
Hokitika AA 435  map on 436 Sphagnum moss harvested here Ruby Rock (Goodletite)  Only known place found  http://www.nzrubyrock.com/hopsite/location/ OceanPaua 2000 LTD 25 Weld St    Activities include wild food , fishing, whitebaiting  magnigicent Hokitika Gorge, paddleboat cruises, Eco World - Kiwi on display, above ground glow worm dell  Wild Foods Festival March 8, 2008 http://www.wildfoods.co.nz/index.cfm/1,51,0,0,html   Whitebait is a national delicacy in New Zealand. The fish are trawled from near river mouths using fine nets, and frequently served as fritters. New Zealand whitebait are the freshwater young of the Galaxiidae family of fish; the most common species is called inanga in Maori. The West Coast of the South Island has the most productive whitebait rivers, followed by the Waikato Region in the North Island.
New Zealand Ruby Rock Ltd  AA Quality
21 Tancred Street, Hokitika
'New Zealand's best kept secret'

Did you know that New Zealand has its own precious gemstone? The Goodletite form of New Zealand Ruby RockTM contains Ruby, Sapphire and Tourmaline crystals beautifully arranged by nature in one precious stone. Goodletite is extremely rare and only found in Hokitika, New Zealand. Set into gold and silver jewellery, every piece is unique. 

Originally discovered in 1892 by Mr William Goodlett, it has taken 100 years to be 'rediscovered' and transformed by Gerry Commandeur into beautiful jewellery.

Hokitika Glass Studio Ltd  AA Quality
28 Tancred Street, Hokitika 

View glassblowing and freeform glass being manufactured in our studio, afterwards visit our large retail showroom where all our items are for sale. We are open 7 days and offer postage
We make animals, including; kiwis, penguins, seals, dolphins, whales, birds, and cats. We also produce more functional items such as; bowls, vases, plates wine glasses, and numerous other pieces. 
Our studio is situated in the heart of Hokitika which boasts numerous craft shops and galleries. We are a family business that has been established since 1989, and we welcome visitors to our studio. 
Credit cards accepted.

Hokitika - Franz Josef
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	133 km (83 miles) Approximately 1.75 hours Road Conditions: State Highway
First explored in 1865, the Franz Josef Glacier has been moving forward at a rate of about one metre a day since 1985. Previously it was in retreat. You can walk to the terminal of the glacier in about 10 minutes. Franz Josef township has a good range of accommodation and eating establishments.

The road to Hokitika is rural, but with a wild streak. The farmland is trying to turn back into forest, and the beauty of the rivers is raw and primeval.

A visit to the White Heron colony near Whataroa is a rare experience. You could also enjoy a picnic by the shores of Lake Ianthe or discover the goldfield walkway at Ross.


Ross  AA445 Deepest mining operation in Southern Hemisphere See Honourable Roddy - lgest gold nugget in NZ  Fanz Josef Glacier valley boosts most spectacular scenery in NZ view glacier from Sentinel Rock 20 min RT walk from galcier road car park on well formed track. Guided tour on glacier Lake Mapourika 10 min drive north of village on Hwy 6 Glacier Valley Hike This relaxing, interpretive walk to the glacier is the perfect opportunity to learn the role of the Franz Josef Glacier in shaping this remarkable landscape. After a short walk through the regenerating rainforest, the trip continues along the glacier valley with your guide calling stops to explain the unique features of the Franz Josef Glacier and its surroundings. With the emphasis more on geographical information and the glaciers history, you're able to venture beyond the public barriers and right up to the dramatic terminal face of this advancing glacier with your experienced and knowledgeable guide. 10:15 AND 2:15 easy  NZ55.00  Reservations highly recommended   https://www.franzjosefglacier.com/booking-one.php Cancellation Policy    * If you wish to cancel you must do so at least 24 hours prior to the reporting time to be entitled to a full refund. If cancelling less than 24 hours prior to the reporting time a 100cancellation fee with be charged to your credit card.    * Franz Josef receives 6 meters of annual rainfall and trips depart in all weather conditions. Refunds will not be given to those clients who choose not to participate due to the weather.    * Guides reserve the right to curtail or cancel trips for clients whose fitness or ability is not appropriate for the trip on which they are booked.     * We recognize that on occasion, usually due to extreme weather or other environmental conditions, Franz Josef Glacier Guides will need to cancel a trip after it has already commenced. In these circumstances, clients will receive a partial refund designed to balance the customer’s reasonable expectations of the trip. The value of the refund will be determined by Franz Josef Glacier Guides.   SECOND COMPANY All tours include:  Free hot drinks (tea/coffee/hot chocolate for the kids)  Chocolate snack  Raincoat and large umbrellas to keep you dry  Hats and gloves if you need them  Complimentary pick-up and drop-off from your accommodation  Franz Josef Eco TourThis tour starts with a short drive to the glacier carpark.  Enjoy walking through regenerating forest for your first glimpse of the magnificent FJG.  Your experienced guide will take you past the public barriers and safely up to the terminal face of the glacier.  Your guide will keep you captivated with an amazing interpretation of glaciation, geology and the natural history of this incredibly dynamic environment.  Easy to moderate walk.  Great photo opportunities are everywhere.  Duration: 3 hours Prices: Adult $55, Child (5 - 15yrs) $27, Children under 5 free. Departure Times: 9:30am & 1:30pm http://www.glaciervalley.co.nz/tours.html   

Okarito lagoon - wading bird paradise

At Okarito lagoon, on the west coast of the South Island, there's a huge area of shallow open water and tidal flats just waiting to be explored. It's the perfect location for sheltered water kayaking, and there is plenty to see as you paddle along.

The lagoon is surrounded by lush native rainforest, above which rise the towering snow-capped peaks of the Southern Alps. The area is an important feeding ground for thousands of wading birds that seem relatively unruffled by the wide-eyed people drifting quietly by in kayaks.

The kotuku (white heron) is very rare here, as New Zealand is at the edge of the bird's climatic and geographic range. Each year adult kotuku come from all over New Zealand to the country's only breeding area on the Waitangiroto River. The Okarito lagoon is their main feeding ground and the permanent home for some of the population.

The kotuku is sacred to Maori people. Kotuku feathers were highly prized and used to adorn chiefs in life and death. In Maori oratory, one of the highest compliments that can be made is to liken someone to the kotuku. Maori people believe the kotuku is an inhabitant of the spirit land of Reinga and an old Maori funeral chant ends with these words 'Ko to kotuku to tapui, e Tama - e', which means 'Kotuku is now thy sole companion, oh my son'.

8****************

Hukawai Glacier Centre  AA Quality
Cnr Cron and Cowan Street, Franz Josef Glacier 

A powerfully presented audio-visual display of the magnificent Glacier Region. Learn all you need to know about this fascinating area. Stimulating information on flora, fauna, geology, glaciology, history and mythology. The journey will take you through the glacier region where you can gain true appreciation for rugged and unique beauty of the area.  Learn all about the unique Glacier Region. Stimulating audio-visual displays about the areas Maori mythology, flora, fauna, geology, 
glaciology and social history.  The Hukawai Glacier Centre is now a Qualmark endorsed visitor activity 
Franz Josef - Fox Glacier 
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	23 km (14 miles) Approximately 0.25 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway
The Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers are unique relics of the last ice age. Mighty rivers of solid white, tumbling down ice-hewn rock valleys, they are classically beautiful in the glacial sense. Nowhere else in the world have glaciers advanced so close to the sea at this latitude. While in the area, you can choose from a wide range of adventure activities (mostly involving glaciers and mountains). First explored in 1865, the Franz Josef Glacier has been moving forward at a rate of about one metre a day since 1985. Previously it was in retreat. You can walk to the terminal of the glacier in about 10 minutes. Franz Josef township has a good range of accommodation and eating establishments.  Paringa lake is good for brown and rainbow trout fishing, quinnat salmon, and at lake's outlet to sea - whitebait. Salmon Farm Cafe SH6 AA456  After a short drive south, you'll arrive at Fox Glacier. The glacier's terminal face is just five kilometres from the township, and the road to the walking track crosses ancient moraine from earlier advances and retreats. Fed by four alpine glaciers, Fox Glacier was named after an early New Zealand Prime Minister, William Fox.  Fox Glacier Gillespies Beach access to seal colony via Galway Beach track Lake Matheson (Aoraki/Mount Cook and Tasman reflections) glow worm forest - South of road to Lake Matheson on opposite side of highway just beyond shops  AA454 http://www.mountainhelicopters.co.nz/price.html    30 MIN MT COOK & FOX GLACIER FLIGHT Fly all the way around Mt Cook & Mt Tasman as well as exploring the Fox Glacier or Franz Josef. A snow landing is an option at no extra charge on this flight, weather permitting. NZ235  

	 [image: image107.jpg]



	


The terminal face of Fox Glacier is just five kilometres from the township that serves it. The road to the walking track crosses ancient moraine from earlier advances and retreats. Fox Glacier was named after an early New Zealand Prime Minister, William Fox.

Not far from Fox Glacier is the western end of the Copland track. In half a day you can walk to the hot springs at Welcome Flat.

Pretty Lake Paringa is full of trout, and you can enjoy a delicious meal of salmon at the salmon farm. Lake Moeraki is another peaceful forest lake with good fishing—a 40 minute walk takes you to the penguin colony at Monro Beach.

The long one-lane bridge over the Haast River leads you into the settlement of Haast, once a construction camp for the Ministry of Works (the government department responsible for road and bridge building). It's a town with a touch of the wild west—helicopters fly deer hunters into the rugged ranges and local pubs make a feature of stuffed animal trophies.

West Coast glaciers
While glaciers around the world are retreating, the Fox and Franz Josef glaciers still flow almost to sea level. The temperate climate at this low altitude means these glaciers are among the most convenient to visit in the world. Easy walks to the foot of the glaciers pass along ancient river valleys with steep sides bearing gigantic horizontal scars from when the glaciers have retreated and advanced over millennia. When you stand close to the foot of these glaciers, their sheer enormity is very humbling.

Here are some facts to help you get the picture: Over its 13 kilometre length, the Fox glacier plummets 2,600 metres from high in the Southern Alps. It is fed by four alpine glaciers that receive around 30 metres of snowfall each year. The snow is compacted at the top of the glacier into blue ice hundreds of metres deep. This ice slides down hill to the more level river valley below, where it is still 300 metres thick. The movement is lubricated by ice that melts under pressure between the glacier and the steep valley floor. This effect, combined with the high snowfall feeding the top of the glacier, means the Fox and Franz Josef Glaciers flow around ten times faster than most valley glaciers. 

Shelving in the valley floor deep beneath the glacier causes cracking, upheaval and deep ravines in the glacier surface, creating a dramatic and potentially dangerous frozen landscape. Surface melting occurs throughout the lower altitudes, feeding the frigid rivers that flow out the rocky ravines and on through temperate rainforests to the Tasman Sea.

Professional guides lead journeys onto the ice; helicopters or ski planes can take you up to where the glaciers begin
Lake Matheson

At Lake Matheson, near Fox Glacier, nature has combined exactly the right ingredients to create truly stunning reflections of New Zealand's highest peaks - Aoraki (Mount Cook) and Mount Tasman.  The waters of Lake Matheson are dark brown, so on a calm day they create the ideal reflective surface. The colour is caused by natural leaching of organic matter from the surrounding native forest floor. By a happy coincidence, the mountains to the east are perfectly positioned to reflect in the lake.  

An easy walk passes over the Clearwater River suspension bridge, just a few minutes from the car park. The Clearwater River drains off the lake and is brownish under the bridge, however it quickly becomes clear and true to its name. The track continues through ancient native forest, including tall rimu and kahikatea trees, to a pontoon that extends out onto the lake.  Long finned native eels thrive in the darkness of Lake Matheson, which is also home to many water birds. For this reason the lake is a traditional mahinga kai (food gathering place) for Maori people.   Lake Matheson was formed about 14,000 years ago, when the Fox Glacier retreated from its last major advance towards the sea and left a depression which later filled with water.  
The walk from the car park takes 40 minutes to the pontoon, or 1.5 hours around the lake.

Fox Glacier - Haast 
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	122 km (76 miles)   Approximately 1.75 hours Road Conditions: State Highway
Haast Pass

The drive from Wanaka to the West Coast passes through spectacular scenery. This route was a traditional pathway for Maori journeying west in search of pounamu (greenstone or jade). The basins that are filled by Lake Hawea and Lake Wanaka were gouged out by the Hawea and Wanaka Glaciers. Two arms of the glaciers joined at a narrow piece of land called The Neck.


The basins that are filled by Lake Hawea and Lake Wanaka were gouged out by the Hawea and Wanaka Glaciers. Two arms of the glaciers joined at a narrow piece of land called The Neck.

Makarora, at the northern tip of Lake Wanaka, is a launching point for several multi-day walks in Mount Aspiring National Park. A number of shorter walks begin at the highway's edge between Makarora to Haast. Favourites include walks to the Blue Pools, Fantail Falls, Thunder Creek Falls and Roaring Billy. At the Gates of Haast gorge, many travellers stop to photograph the wild water as it crashes over the river boulders.

The Maori name for the trail that leads through Haast Pass is Tiora-patea, which means 'the way is clear'. A gold prospector called Charles Cameron is believed to be the first European to find the pass. He crossed over in January 1863, burying his powder flask to the west of the pass. Close behind him came Julius von Haast, who named the pass after himself and claimed to be the first European to have travelled through it, however the discovery of Cameron's flask discredited this claim.
Haast AA 456   Recommended by AA several awards Haast River Safari  "The Haast" (as it is known to locals and older generation New Zealanders) is an area rich in both geological and cultural history.  The informal commentary provided by your driver/guide will give you an insight into how the force of nature has shaped the landscape, and the lives of those who have made the Haast their home.  Points covered reflect the interests and background of your driver, and along with the myriad of information they have to draw on in answer to any questions you may have, include the following:  The comparative inaccessibility of this area, although settled by Europeans in the 1870's, road links were not established until the 1960's, having been begun some 30 years earlier  The ingenuity involved in making a living in this (at times) inhospitable place  Early days in the Venison Recovery industry  Kahikatea trees some 1000-1200 years old  Seismic activity in the area  Glacial history of the Valley and it's formation  others comments I fully enjoyed the whole experience. Being able to access an area that is untouched by man in spite of a bad back and knees"  Return trips from the Haast Bridge are scheduled at 9am & 2pm daily.   Those taking this Safari option spend 90 minutes exploring the Haast River Valley, small group sizes allow this trip to suit the particular interests of those on board and the leisurely pace leaves ample time for interaction with your guide.   The morning departure is a great option for those who have spent the previous night in the Haast Area; while the afternoon trip leaves ample time for those travelling on either to the Glaciers or Wanaka/Queenstown.   Self Drive Rates:  90 minute return trip 9am & 2pm departures Adult: $NZ120 (inc. GST) Online secure payment bookings: http://www.haastriver.co.nz/forms/booking.asp Refund may be made if cancellations are advised 24 hours prior to the departure time.  May be altered to another date / departure time if travel plans change (24 hours notice)  Are not refunded in cases where late cancellation or client "no shows" occur    

Makarora From Haast road completely paved in 1995! Short walks off highway excellent trout fishing Can jet boat up majestic Wilkin Valley  wilkinriverjets.co.nz Jet boating within the World Heritage listed Mt Aspiring National Park:  Experience the ultimate in shallow water jet boating, skimming along in just inches of water on the mighty Wilkin and Makarora Rivers.  Learn about the history and geology of the stunning Makarora and Wanaka region with an informative commentary from our experienced drivers.  Enjoy 50km of New Zealand wilderness river jet boating amidst native beech forest, pristine river valleys and rugged ice capped mountains. River Safari 60 Mins – Adult $85

Jackson Bay Fishing Village

South of Haast, the coastline turns westward along a 24 kilometre, gently curving bay to Jackson Head. This headland provides shelter from the prevailing wind direction, and here a fishing harbour has survived since the early pioneer days of seal hunting. Jackson Head also marks the southern end of the west coast's narrow river plains. Beyond this point, the steep mountain ranges plunge directly into the sea - the first of the deep glacial fiords is just 60 kilometres away. 
Pre-European Maori tribes prospered in this area, trading valuable greenstone (jade) from the Red Hills and Cascade River valley. Attempts by European settlers to conquer and farm this challenging land proved fruitless; most soon moved further up the coast or over the ranges to Queenstown.  Jackson Bay fishing village offers spectacular views of the ocean and the Southern Alps, which are often painted pink by the setting sun. There are several good walks in the area, ranging from a 15-minute track to Jackson Viewpoint to a two-day hike inland that returns along the coast.  Jackson Bay is one of only two known areas in South Westland regularly used as a nursery area by the rare Hector's dolphin females and their calves.  When you visit this remote and geographically-gifted region, it's easy to see why it has been designated a World Heritage Area.
Haast - Wanaka 
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	139 km (87 miles)  Approximately 1.75 hours  Road Conditions: State Highway 

The settlement of Haast was once a construction camp for the Ministry of Works (the government department responsible for road and bridge building). It's a town with a touch of the wild west—helicopters fly deer hunters into the rugged ranges and local pubs make a feature of stuffed animal trophies.

Enjoy waterfalls and river scenery as you leave the coast and climb up the Haast river valley to Haast Pass. The road snakes through the Aspiring National Park, and the vegetation becomes more sparse as you travel inland.

The wilderness town of Makarora is a chance to refuel and refresh. Watch for the famous ‘bra fence’—it's become a local legend. Lakes Wanaka and Hawea make the last part of your trip beautifully scenic.

The lakeside town of Wanaka can provide you with an appealing mix of fine living, family fun and adventure. It has a high concentration of cafes, restaurants and interesting shops. You'll also find unique attractions, like the 3D maze and the ‘warbird’ air show, which is held every two years.


WANAKA The lakeside town of Wanaka can provide you with an appealing mix of fine living, family fun and adventure. It has a high concentration of cafes, restaurants and interesting shops. It’s obvious that the Wanaka district is nicely obsessed with aviation. At the airport you can arrange to go flightseeing or sky diving, and every two years the town hosts a spectacular airshow revolving around classic miliary aircraft. Winter is a busy time in Wanaka, as the town fills up with snow sports fans. Local snow venues include Treble Cone, Cardrona and Waiorau. Wanaka is also a handy base if you want to hike or climb in Mount Aspiring National Park. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 3500
Kidds Bush is a popular picnic and camping area on the shores of Lake Hawea. The beach is covered with flat pieces of schist - perfect for skipping across the placid waters of the lake. The camp, which is run by the Department of Conservation, has toilet and barbecue facilities. 
Opposite the picnic area is the start of a 30 minute nature walk through mountain beech forest. If you have more time available, you can walk to the Sawyer Burn Hut. The track leads up through native forest before opening onto a sub-alpine grass spur with superb views of Lake Hawea, the beech forest and nearby high country stations. Walking to the hut and back will take around six hours.  To find Kidds Bush, drive west from Lake Hawea township on State Highway 6. At "The Neck", where Lakes Wanaka and Hawea almost meet, take the only road on the right.
Lakes Wanaka and Hawea

Excavated by massive glaciers more than 10,000 years ago, Lakes Wanaka and Hawea lie side by side. At a sliver of land known as The Neck, which is just 1000 metres wide, the glaciers were once joined.  Lake Wanaka is the source of New Zealand's largest river, the Clutha. Lake Hawea feeds into the Hawea River, which joins the Clutha at Albert Town. Ringed by pebbly beaches and with magnificent views to the surrounding peaks, both lakes offer a variety of adventures, especially during the long, hot months of summer. Walking tracks skirt the southern edge of Lake Wanaka. The walk up Mount Iron is a good choice if you're interested in geology. The mountain shows classic signs of glaciation - rounded on its upstream face and steep and craggy on the downstream side.   From Lake Hawea township you can find an excellent walk by following Timaru River Road to Timaru Creek, a picnic and camping area. The trail that begins here leads through a valley of beech forest until it flattens onto a braided river bed.
Cardrona Valley

The beautifully scenic road along Cardrona Valley merges with the route over the Crown Range which, at 1121 metres, is the highest main road in New Zealand. Abuzz during the Otago gold rush of the 1860s, Cardrona's name is now synonymous with white treasure - the snow that covers the world-class Cardrona Alpine Resort ski field and Waiorau Snow Farm, a Nordic ski area. 
With trails open for hiking and mountain biking in the warmer months, the Cardrona Valley is a popular route for those wanting to combine some adventure activity with a scenic drive. Back country horse treks are also available in the valley. Cardrona Valley has a fascinating history. Be sure to check out the famous Cardrona Hotel (very reliable for a good meal and a pint) and the much-loved Cardrona Hall and Church. The hall hosts the annual Cardrona Folk Music Festival, which is held on Labour Weekend in October.    

	NZ Fighter Pilots Museum  Wanaka Airport, Wanaka  Travel back in time and meet the famous fighter pilots who will fly you on a historic adventure that spans two world wars. Home to an amazing collection of airworthy fighters, you can also immerse yourself in real-life stories, photographic displays, and aviation art. Enjoy special exhibitions that describe the real life adventures of young fighter pilots.  Aircraft on display include a SE5A, Hurricane, Mustang and Polikarpovs.
Our museum store includes aviation collectibles as well as Lord of the Rings and Narnia souvenirs.  www.nzfpm.co.nz


	Stuart Landsborough's Puzzling World Puzzling World, Main Highway, Wanaka  Stuart Landsborough's Puzzling World is a world unique attraction with a theme of puzzling eccentricity! Take some amazing photos of the bizarre buildings. Enjoy the unique Café, Puzzle Centre & Gift Shop. Visit and photograph New Zealand’s most entertaining public toilets. Entry to all the above is totally free of charge.  The pay-to-enter Illusion Rooms must be seen to be believed. Each room you enter is an illusion in its own right!  The Great Maze (Labyrinth) is an intriguing challenge – there are emergency doors for those with limited patience! This is the first of the world’s “modern style” mazes and a true test of skill.
Puzzling World is designed to be an enjoyable attraction for all ages and all budgets, 2 km from Wanaka.
www.puzzlingworld.com  QUALITY Great Maze 7 Illusion Rooms 7 both 10 


Wanaka - Queenstown 
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	103 km (64 miles)  Approximately 1.25 hours  Road: State Highway 
The lakeside resort town of Wanaka can provide you with an appealing mix of fine living, family fun and adventure. It has a high concentration of cafes, restaurants and interesting shops. You’ll also find some unique attractions, like the 3D maze and the ‘warbird’ air show, which is held every two years. The alpine resort of Queenstown is exciting, sophisticated and fantastically scenic. It’s the place to source almost any kind of adventure, including bungy, jet boating, horse trekking, rafting and river surfing. It’s also a destination for luxury experiences – gourmet food and wine, spa treatments and leisurely games of golf. 




Rippon Winery

Pioneering Central Otago winery on the shores of Lake Wanaka, we produce a range of wines all grown bio-dynamically from our single 15ha vineyard. The land on which Rippon lies has been in the Mills family for 4 generations and the vineyard is still family owned and operated. We have a tasting room with a picnic area overlooking the vines and the lake. Cheese platters are available but visitors are most welcome to being their own picnics.  The tasting room is open from 11-5, 7 days a week from November to April and is open from 1:30-4:30 from July to October. We are closed, unless by appointment, May & June.  Please see our website, www.rippon.co.nz for more information Rippon, Amisfield, Chard Farm, Peregrine, Waitiri Creek, Mt Difficulty, Akarua, Olssens, Quartz Reef, Kawarau,Central Otago Wine Company, Aurum Wines (Not only is the wine sensational, they also press their own virgin olive oil.) new to this season Rockburn and Wooing Tree are open in Cromwell and Mt Maude and Maude in Wanaka. 

You will have the chance to purchase seasonal fruits when we stop at  Sarita Orchard www.saritaorchard.co.nz 
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The shortest route to Queenstown is over the Crown Range Road. It’s a challenging drive, but the views are amazing and you’ll probably encounter friendly keas (mountain parrots). More conservative drivers can take the route that runs beside the Clutha River, Lake Dunstan and the Shotover River. The vineyards of the Gibbston area and bungy jumpers at the Kawarau River Bridge are interesting distractions along the way. 

The Crown Range
The Crown Range lies between Queenstown and Wanaka. The road over the range, known as the Crown Range Road, is the highest main road in New Zealand. It reaches an alititude of 1121 metres. 

While the Crown Range Road is a shorter way to journey between Queenstown and Wanaka, travel time is longer than the usual route through Cromwell. You should also allow time to stop and admire the massive views, which are often accompanied by amusing encounters with kea (mountain parrots).

If you're setting out from the Queenstown end of the road, look for the clearly marked turnoff just past Lake Hayes. The road zigzags up to the Crown Terrace and from there you can look down to Arrowtown in the Arrow Valley, and across to the Remarkables Range.

The road then climbs steeply to the summit, where you'll be able to see Frankton, part of Lake Wakatipu and Queenstown. For another impressive view, leave your car and walk up the track to the lookout. On the Wanaka side of the range, the road crosses a plateau of farmland and descends steadily along Cardrona Valley. On the left is the Crown Range; on the right the Criffle Range. This land around here is old goldmining country - piles of tailings can still be seen. The historic Cardrona Hotel is one of New Zealand's oldest - there are many interesting local artefacts on display in the bar and restaurant.
WANAKA TO MT COOK

	This national park is home to the highest mountains and the largest glaciers in New Zealand. It has 19 peaks more than 3000 metres high, including Aoraki/Mount Cook which is a sky-scraping 3754 metres tall. The road to the park runs along the Tasman Valley beside Lake Pukaki, which is fabulously blue due to the glacier-ground rock particles that are suspended in its waters. At the end of the valley you'll find Mount Cook village and the most amazing alpine scenery you can imagine. 

While there are 17 Department of Conservation huts in this national park, most are positioned beyond the reach of the average traveller - you'd need mountaineering skills to reach them. For non-climbing visitors, there's a great variety of alpine day walks beginning near Mount Cook village. Two of the most popular are the Kea Point Walk and Hooker Valley Track.

The Kea Point Walk begins near the Hermitage Hotel. The trail gently winds its way through sub-alpine grasslands and scrub to the Mueller Glacier moraine wall. The walk ends at a viewing deck that gives stunning views of Mount Sefton and the Footstool, the Hooker Valley, Mueller Glacier Lake and Aoraki/Mount Cook.

The Hooker Valley Track begins at the visitor centre and leads up the Hooker Valley towards Aoraki/Mount Cook. The track passes close to the Alpine Memorial, which is a great viewpoint.The route crosses the Hooker River twice (on swingbridges) before eventually reaching the Hooker Glacier terminal lake.

Local operators can help you to explore the park in other ways - scenic flights, guided hikes, ski touring, glacier adventures and instructional climbing expeditions.
 www.doc.govt.nz/templates/PlaceProf
ile.aspx?id=38406
The village of Mount Cook is a comfortable haven in one of the most unforgiving parts of New Zealand. On every side, the Southern Alps scrape the sky. Even in summer, the weather can change in the blink of an eye. The region is only 44 kilometres from the coast, so storms can arrive suddenly from the Tasman Sea to create dangerous conditions for climbers. However you don’t have to be a mountaineer to interact with the stunning scenery; there are various alpine walks beginning near the village, all about three hours return. Flightseeing, tours to the Tasman Glacier and heli-skiing (in winter) are other ways to optimise your time here. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 250, Department of Conservation Visitor Centre, limited shopping.



	The town of Twizel was purpose-built in the 1960s to provide a home for workers involved with the Upper Waitaki Power Scheme. Today it is a well-positioned base for mountain climbing, kayaking, mountain biking, skiing, horse trekking and hiking. The peaks and trails of Mount Cook National Park are just up the road. You can fish for salmon and trout in the local rivers, canals and lakes. If you don’t have any luck, call into the salmon farm and buy a fish - fresh or smoked. In summer Twizel’s population more than trebles, as holiday houses and camp grounds fill to capacity. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1140, i-SITE Visitor Centre, good range of shops and accommodation.

Mount Cook Salmon
Tekapo Canal Road, Tekapo - Twizel, Twizel Mount Cook Salmon- the pioneering fresh water hydro canal salmon farm - is open seven days for farm tours.

Located on the Bullock Wagon Heritage Trail 20 minutes from Lake Tekapo or Twizel townships, Mt Cook Salmon produces Chinook salmon for export and markets.

Self-Guided farm tours including feeding the fish are available (adults $3 children under 15 free) allow about 20 minutes.


Fresh and smoked fish also for sale from a licnesed facility-use our picnic area or the walking track
to obtain brilliant views of Aoraki Mt Cook , the Southern Alps and Lake
Pukaki.  www.mtcooksalmon.com
---------------------------------------------------

NZSKYDIVE - Mount Cook, New Zealand's highest mountain! With its surrounding glaciers and lakes to view as you climb to altitude over the McKenzie Basin. No matter where you look the view is stunning, what more can we say you have to experience it to believe it. After you jump you can relax and relive freefalling into one of the most beautiful places on the earth! We have a range of DVD and Photo options so you can capture your experience to live in your memory forever! Located approx 4 minutes from Twizel on the Main highway. www.nzskydive.co.nz

Omahau Downs - the New Zealand High Country Experience
SH8, Twizel  Formerly, Omahau Station was part of the Ben Ohau run, applied for in 1857 by H and S Fraser and subdivided in 1918 into Bendrose, Ruataniwha, and Omahau Stations. Acquired from the Maori owners under the Kemp Deed of Purchase 1848, Omahau Station became Crown Land subject to the Land Act 1948.

Omahau is a 188 Ha (470 acre) farm currently grazing merino sheep and a few cattle. Our proximity to Twizel and Mt Cook allows easy access to both town facilities and also the outdoor activities associated with the rivers, lakes and mountains.

www.omahau.co.nz/


	Omarama  Glider pilots love the air above Omarama, a small township near the southern end of the Mackenzie Basin. World and national gliding records are regularly broken here, as pilots make the most of the clear, empty skies and accommodating updrafts. Nearby attractions include the Clay Cliffs, Lake Ohau Forest, Benmore Power Station and Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park, which is about an hour's drive away. Omarama activities include gliding with experienced local pilots, golf, horse riding and fly fishing. You'll know you've arrived when you see the large merino sheep statue. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 360, good range of accommodation, basic shops and services. 

Southern Soaring
Omarama Airfield, Omarama  Experience the joy of silent flight! Based at the world-renowned gliding site of Omarama, Southern Soaring offers a variety of unique gliding options from gentle 20-minute introductory flights through to adventure-packed mountain flying experiences over some of New Zealand's most spectacular terrain. With the right weather conditions it is also possible to fly above 10,000 feet in the famous wave conditions generated by the Southern Alps.

Come and find out why Southern Soaring is New Zealand's leading gliding company specialising in scenic flights. Our friendly instructors will ensure your flight is both fun and memorable. Check out our popular website and make a booking today! www.soaring.co.nz

	Kurow  Situated at the junction of the Waitaki and Hakataramea Rivers, Kurow is memorable for its twin bridges. The Waitaki, from Kurow to sea, is one of the country's best jet boating rivers and also has good canoeing along many of its braids. The trout fishing in this area is legendary – in both the rivers and the lakes. The mountains around Kurow rise to 2000 metres, the tallest of which is Te Kohurau. Awakino Skifield, in the St Marys Range, is a small club field with one rope tow and a friendly atmosphere. The hydroelectric dams on the Waitaki River are also an attraction. You can cross over the Aviemore dam to access a scenic drive up to the Benmore dam. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 400, limited accommodation, information centre. 

Maniototo Curling International Inc
1057 Channel Road, Naseby  Naseby, Central Otago has become the country’s curling capital with the completion in 2005 of New Zealand’s first International and Olympic standard, dedicated indoor curling rink.

The 2006 – 2007 Season Curling Fees is $10 per adult per hour (Price includes full tuition, stones, brooms and ice time)

Curling Season is now all year round with rink hours of 10.00am – 5.00pm, 7 days a week, with evening curling from 6.00pm – 10.00pm by prior arrangement 

The game is easily played by all ages and any amount of players.

The international indoor curling rink is an all weather facility including, lounge bar, conference venue, viewing area, changing rooms and amenities. 
Bookings are advisable to avoid disappointment.  curling.co.nz  

On the journey along the Waitaki Valley you'll notice the transition from green pastures to the characteristic dry inland landscape of Central Otago. Snow-capped peaks and beautiful lakes contrast with the bare brown hills that rise up from the valley floor. Driving east to west, Duntroon is the first place of interest. Named by an early Scottish runholder, this farming village has an authentic blacksmith's shop. Behind Duntroon you can see the Earthquakes, an impressive formation of limestone cliffs. Maori rock drawings can also be found in the area - one site is 400 metres up Dansey's Pass Road; the other is under the cliffs of Takiroa. The drawings - from rough sketches to beautifully stylised pieces of art - were created with fat, charcoal and red ochre.  Further along the highway is Kurow, a farming town with many historically important limestone buildings. Fishing and hunting are popular pastimes here. Kurow's also a great place for a spin in a jet boat.
There are three hydro-electricity dams along the Waitaki River - Waitaki, Aviemore and Benmore. The Waitaki Dam was built with picks and shovels in the 1930s; Benmore is one of the largest earth dams in the southern hemisphere, and the only dam open for viewing; Aviemore is the newest and is memorable for its fish spawning race, which allows trout to migrate upstream from Lake Waitaki. There are many pleasant walks in the Otematata area. Most will take around an hour to walk - more if you linger to enjoy the views or watch the bird life. Longer hikes include the Benmore Peninsula and Deep Stream Tracks.
Omarama marks the western end of the Waitaki Valley. This town has a passion for gliding. The nor'wester blows steady and warm off the Southern Alps to form the famous Northwest Arch, a thermal that can take an intrepid glider pilot to 10,000 metres.  




	Lake Tekapo  Lake Tekapo and the other lakes in the Mackenzie Country are a wonderful opaque turquoise colour, the result of glacier-ground rock sediment in the water. The township at the lake’s edge knows how to look after visitors; it has a choice of cafes and several souvenir shops. The exquisite Church of the Good Shepherd is possibly the most photographed church in New Zealand - its altar window perfectly frames Mount Cook. Another photographic opportunity is the sheepdog memorial, which pays tribute to the role of dogs in high country farming. Make the most of the fresh, alpine air on the Lake Tekapo Walkway. On a clear night, you can watch the stars at Mt John Observatory. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 300, food store, fuel.


Queenstown

The resort town of Queenstown is sophisticated and fantastically scenic. Its lake and mountain landscape is suited to almost any kind of adventure; but Queenstown is just as well known as a place for indulgence. The area’s history is intertwined with gold. In 1862, two sheep shearers struck it rich at the edge of the Shotover River. The ensuing gold rush town was named Queenstown because '...it was fit for Queen Victoria'. Adventure activities include snow sports, bungy jumping, jet boating, horse trekking and river rafting. Indulgent experiences include exceptional food and wine, lake cruises, spa treatments, boutique shopping and leisurely games of golf.  Approx. population 7500
Shotover Canyon Swing  AA Quality
4 Turner Street, Queenstown

Either jump or be released from our purpose built cliff mounted platform 109m/360ft above the spectacular Shotover River, then freefall 60m/200ft into the canyon before the ropes smoothly pendulum you into a giant arc of 200m at 150kph. You are secured in a full body harness which allows you to depart the platform in any position imaginable. There are over ten ways of jumping or being released from mild to mind blowing. If you can’t jump yourself we have a specially designed launch system to release you. $139 (extra jumps $39 each)

SHOTOVER JET

Get ready for the World's most exciting Jet Boat ride! Acknowledged as the World's most famous Jet Boat operation, many imitate Shotover Jet - but for sheer excitement, no one comes close. Shotover Jet is the only company permitted to operate in the spectacular Shotover River...

You can step onto a big Kawarau Jet every hour at the Main Town Pier in the centre of Queenstown. In an unforgettable 43km hour long jetboat experience you'll be transported into the channels of two of New Zealand's most scenic rivers. Across the pristine waters of Lake Wakatipu and through the tranquil beauty of the willow lined Kawarau River, the jetboat then speeds into the shallow, fast moving braids of the Shotover River. Here your driver's skills are challenged as he navigates the shallow, braided channels of this world-renowned river. At speeds of up to 85km per hour, in water often less than 10cm deep - this is where the jetboat comes into its own. Your trip also includes entry into Queenstown's Underwater Obsevatory where you can feed the fish that thrive close to the shore.  
Fly By Wire
37 Shotover Street, Queenstown

The fastest adventure flight in the world. What makes Fly By wire so totally unique is that we give you full control. The plane is suspended from an overhead suspension point and once we’ve harnessed you in safely, fired up the engine and winched you into a near vertical position, it’s all up to you. Release the tow and feel the adrenalin rush through every vein in your body as you dive towards the valley floor at exhilarating speeds and rocket up the other side. The throttle and steering allow you to control the speed and direction of the plane during your 5 minute flight. 
4 trips a day, rain hail or shine - 9.00, 11.30, 2.30 and 5.00 (5pm trip is summer only).
"It's your own personal rollercoaster, and this one's got a throttle
Serious Fun Riversurfing
19 Shotover St, Queenstown

Come White water River boarding down the Mighty Kawarau River with the Inventors and Pioneers of River surfing. The worlds best trained guides will teach you how to surf standing waves, run rapids, ride whirlpools, squirting (flying under water) rock jump and lots more. For thrill seekers looking for the ultimate pro-active adventure. With a choice of 2 sections, Mighty Chinese Dog Leg Graded 2-4 or Roaring Megs 2-3 which we run twice due to its Mind Blowing Intensity. Serious Fun has been Blowing Minds since 89' with a 100% safety record. We pride ourselves on providing the most entertaining and exhilarating trip possible.

Departures
Trips depart twice daily (9am + 2pm) or on demand.
TSS Earnslaw Steamship Lake Cruises, Real Journeys
Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Steamer Wharf, Queenstown
Relive the elegance of turn of the century travel with a cruise aboard the TSS Earnslaw steamship.

Watch the stokers fuel the fire boxes, feel the heat from the boilers and hear the steam engines working as "the Lady" takes you across beautiful Lake Wakatipu. As you relax on board enjoy a delicious meal or snack from the Promenade Cafe or a drink from the bar. There's plenty of time to explore and you can even join in a sing-a-long around the piano.

See our Web site for departures, prices, full cruise details and other great Queenstown and Fiordland excursions

Kiwi & Birdlife Park
Brecon Street, Queenstown

An authentic Maori experience among the lush natural bush of the Kiwi Birdlife Park, just a short stroll from the centre of town.
Compelling and interactive live shows bring to life the tribal traditions and proud heritage of New Zealand's first human inhabitants through...
- The spine tingling Haka
- Centuries old action songs
- Mysterious ancient chants 
- Skillful poi dances
- Spellbinding tales from Maori
legend
Close up culture close to town. 
Authentic,enthralling,surprising,welcoming, humourous,interactive
Queenstown's most easily accessible Maori experience, only a short stroll from the town centre

Walter Peak High Country Farm - Real Journeys  AA Quality
Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Steamer Wharf, Queenstown

Cruise across Lake Wakatipu on our vintage steamship TSS Earnslaw and disembark at Walter Peak High Country Farm. Enjoy a walking tour of the farmyard, help feed sheep and get close to deer and Scottish Highland cattle. Watch the sheep dogs in action, a shearing display and maybe try your hand and wool spinning.  There's plenty of time to relax in the Colonel's Homestead gardens and enjoy a country style morning or afternoon tea. Delicious barbecue meals are available on specified departures.  Horse trekking and evening dining options also available. The scenic cruise from Queenstown to Walter Peak takes 45 minutes and it takes in views of Walter Peak, Cecil Peak and the Remarkable Range plus panaromic views around Lake Wakatipu $62

Skyline Gondola, Restaurant & Luge
Brecon Street, Queenstown

Ride the Skyline Gondola to a fun park environment featuring The Luge, an exciting ride with a choice of 2 tracks. Take the scenic track for a leisurely ride and the advanced track if you want the challenge of tunnels, jumps and dips.

Other activities include Kiwi Haka - a powerful and authentic live Maori cultural show. Walking tracks extending up Ben Lomond are also accessible.

Situated at the top of the Gondola is also a fully licensed restaurant, Lounge Bar and Licensed Cafe. An all age, all weather attraction, 5 minutes from the centre of Queenstown, open every day from 9am  Gondola $21  Luge!

Kiwi Haka operates 364 days of the year (closed Christmas Day). Show duration is 30 minutes, at 5.15pm, 6.00pm, 7.15pm & 8.00pm. (operation of shows may be subject to minimum numbers). 

Shows are available to group bookings outside these times but subject to sufficient advance notice and minimum numbers 49 with gondola
Journey through the mythical legends and step into the world of Maori
Feel the spirit of our proud history celebrated in traditional song & dance
Experience the fearsome haka and the stunning poi display
A unique live show performed by Queenstown's leading Kapa Haka group
Come share our stories, our traditions, our culture
Performance Profile

In the beginning there was nothing, and in the nothingness, there was darkness. 

In the long period of darkness, Ranginui (the sky father) and Papatuanuku (the earth mother) begat the many gods that command the different realms that make our world - the gods of the forest, of war, of wind, of the seas, of fire, of volcano, of mist and fog.  

Throughout our culture, our values, our customs, we pay tribute to Papatuanuku (the earth mother) and our natural world that sustains all living things.

During the Kiwi Haka show approximately 8 performers will be live on stage to share with their prestigious guests many traditional Maori songs, dances and stories.
An authentic and powerful spiritual journey of Maori culture and customs
· Kiwi Haka is set in an intimate theatre surrounded by traditional decorations and mythical carved legends of the Wakatipu. 

· Located in the Skyline complex at the top of the gondola overlooking Queenstown, Kiwi Haka can be enjoyed with the gondola ride only or with dinner in the Skyline Restaurant. 

· Reservations are essential. Information on show times and package options are available here. 

· Theatre capacity is 77 seats all tiered to guarantee clear views. 

· Kiwi Haka is also available for special functions at Skyline

Amisfield Winery & Bistro
10 Lake Hayes Road RD 1, Queenstown

Amisfield is a specialist producer of Pinot Noir, aromatic whites and Methode Traditionelle sparkling wines made with grapes sourced from their vineyard in Lowburn, Central Otago. 

Located 10 minutes from Queenstown with spectacular views over Lake Hayes, the Winery features a Cellar Door and tasting facility as well as a country style Bistro. The Bistro offers a daily changing menu comprising of locally sourced and organic produce, paired with the estate grown wines and provides a relaxing atmosphere where visitors can enjoy the best of Central Otago wine and food

Skippers Road

Skippers Road clings to the side of Skippers Canyon, which drops vertically to the Shotover River, once known as "the richest river in the world". Rental car companies won't allow their vehicles on this narrow, unsealed road, but there are plenty of local operators available to take you up the canyon. If you want to test your fitness, mountain biking is also an option. 

The road was built during the gold rush, when a precarious pack track was the only access to Skippers township and the Upper Shotover diggings. Constructed between 1883 and 1890, the Skippers Road was considered a major engineering feat in its day. One three-kilometre stretch of the road involved hand drilling and blasting solid rock to create a platform 183 metres above the Shotover River. This daunting task required workers to hang on ropes high above the raging river. This section, aptly named Pinchers Bluff and the Devils Elbow, is a highlight of the road to Skippers. 

Some people are lured up this precipitous road with extreme adventure on their mind - bungy jumping, flying fox rides and canyon swings. Others want to discover the amazing Upper Shotover scenery - dramatic schist bluffs and rock tors stand like sculptures in the tussock landscape. The road commands views of the Richardson Mountains to the west and the Harris Mountains to the east.
Scenery of Glenorchy 

The 45 minute journey from Queenstown to Glenorchy is one of the most scenic drives you'll ever experience. The road follows the edge of Lake Wakatipu, providing spectacular views of the surrounding mountains which rise abruptly from the lake's shores. 

When you arrive in Glenorchy, you'll quickly realise that this settlement has little in common with Queenstown. It's small and folksy with not a designer shop in sight. Sitting at the edge of the Dart River delta, the town is dwarfed by the most extraordinary alpine scenery. 

In pre-European days, Glenorchy was a 'summer camp' for Maori on their way to the pounamu (jade) rivers of the west coast. Then, in the 1860s, European settlers arrived to graze sheep, mill timber and mine scheelite. Today the town is a launching point for walks in Mount Aspiring National Park, jet boat adventures, four wheel drive tours and horse treks. 

Just up the road from Glenorchy is Paradise. Some say this place was named for its stunning scenery; others argue that it's all to do with the paradise ducks that live in the area. Either way, Paradise deserves your attention - especially if you're a Lord of the Rings fan. The filming locations for Lothlorien, Amon Hen, Orthanc and Isengard are all in this region.
Gibbston Valley Wineyards

The Gibbston Valley, also known as the 'Valley of the Vines', is one of the most scenic wine growing areas you'll ever encounter. Vineyards are sandwiched, sometimes precariously, between rugged schist mountains and the rocky Kawarau River gorge.

This high altitude area is subject to cold winters, hot dry summers and a huge night-to-day temperature range. These challenging conditions have led to consistently superb wines, worldwide recognition and an avalanche of international awards. More than 70% of the grapes grown here are pinot noir; other varieties including chardonnay, pinot gris, riesling and sauvignon blanc. 

As well as wine, the Gibbston Valley is known for delicious cheese. Washed rind and sheep's milk cheeses can be added to your picnic basket, which might soon also acquire a few excellent bottles of pinot noir. 

At the western end of Gibbston Valley is the Kawarau Bridge, where you can watch bungy jumpers leap into space above the turbulent river. Bungy is a great spectator sport.

Lake Wakatipu

Shaped like a lightning bolt, Lake Wakatipu is the third largest lake in New Zealand. The Dart River flows into its northern end; the Kawarau River, beginning near Queenstown, handles its outflow.

The lake occupies a single, glacier-carved trench and is bordered on all sides by tall mountains, the highest of which is Mount Earnslaw (2819 metres). Settlements around the lake shore include Queenstown and the villages of Kingston, Glenorchy and Kinloch.

Because of its unusual shape, Lake Wakatipu has a 'tide' (more correctly, an unusually large seiche or "standing wave"), which causes the water to rise and fall about 10 centimetres every 25 minutes or so. Maori legend links this phenomenon to the heartbeat of a huge monster named Matau, who is said to be slumbering at the bottom of the lake. 

The T.S.S. Earnslaw cruises the lake every day. Complete with a bright red, 12 metre funnel, white hull and kauri timber decks, this vintage paddlesteamer is a New Zealand icon. 

Lake Wakatipu offers year-round trout fihsing - the mouths of the Greenstone and Lochy Rivers are particularly rewarding. In summer, the lake's beaches are popular for swimming.

Rob Roy Glacier Track

The Rob Roy Glacier Track leads you into Mount Aspiring National Park, an amazing world of mountains, glaciers, river valleys and alpine lakes.

From Wanaka, the experience begins with a one hour drive along the beautiful Matukituki Valley into the national park. At the road's end, the track follows Rob Roy Stream through beech forest - enjoy waterfalls and the luxuriant understorey of ferns and mosses. At the tree line, the forest gives way to alpine vegetation and spectacular views of the hanging glaciers beneath Mount Rob Roy. The glaciers are active - from your safe viewing point you can watch and listen for avalanches and other signs of movement. Spectacular waterfalls line the jagged cliffs.

The walk to the viewing point is mostly uphill, but the incline is gradual. If you eat lunch at the viewing point, be aware that the kea (mountain parrots) can be very persistent - turn your back for a second, and they'll steal your picnic. 

Allow three to four hours to complete this track.
AJ Hackett Bungy AA Quality
Cnr of Camp and Shotover St, Queenstown 
If you want to do the Highest, here it is - 134 metres (440 feet) above the rugged Nevis River.

With 8.5 seconds of falling it’s a breathtaking ground rush like no other. Come stand on the edge and face your fear in what is for many one of the greatest personal challenges of their life. Make no mistake, the Nevis Highwire Bungy is not for the nervous.

Even just getting here is an adventure in itself with a 35 minute ride, including 4-wheel-driving through a high country sheep station. 

The whole experience is made complete by climbing aboard a cable car for a breath-taking trip out to the Bungy Pod. It's here you'll face your greatest personal challenge yet. 
Get amongst the behind the scenes action. This is the only place in the world that visitors can get a real insight into the phenomenon that is Bungy. The Secrets of Bungy Tour is a great way for those who don't want their feet to leave the ground to interact with this iconic... 

Coronet Peak Tandems Ltd Coronet Peak, Queenstown Tandem Paragliding and Hang Gliding off the Coronet Peak ski field, the highest of the flying sites in Queenstown. Paragliding or Hang Gliding, the choice is yours. Coronet Peak Tandems are offering you both! We have flown more than 15,000 passengers so far! Taking off at 5400ft in winter and 3800ft in summer, you can enjoy fantastic views on a flight of a lifetime. Angus Tapper, chief pilot of Coronet Peak Tandems Ltd, is 4 times New Zealand Champion and has also more than 3,000 hours as a commercial aircraft pilot. www.tandemparagliding.com 
Serious Fun Riversurfing  19 Shotover St, Queenstown  Bodyboard down the Mighty Kawarau River with the inventors and pioneers of riversurfing, 'blowing minds since 89'. Experienced guides demonstrate how to run rapids, surf standing waves, ride whirlpools, squirt, barrel role and lots more...   The Chinese Dogleg section is a unique opportunity to surf at New Zealand’s premier riversurfing spot, float through LOTR 'pillars of the Kings, swim under the original bungy and take on the Dogleg (800m grade 3-4).  The Roaring Megs is continuous grade 2/3 whitewater, which we run twice due to its mind-blowing intensity.  No experience necessary. All equipment & transport is supplied. It is a 4 hr trip ex from Queenstown – see website for departure times.  www.riversurfing.co.nz   
Dart River Jet Safaris  AA Quality
27 Shotover Street, Queenstown 

Dart River Jet Safaris offers a range of exciting Jet Boat and ‘Funyak’ Safaris from Queenstown to the awe inspiring Dart River Valley and spectacular scenery of Mt Aspiring National Park (World Heritage Area). Be thrilled by the capabilities of our Jet Boats as they navigate the shallow braided river channels; marvel at the grandeur of this spectacular environment via our unique 'Funyak' inflatable canoes; enjoy an ancient forest walk, learn about the natural, Maori and European heritage of this area; on a back-road 4WD learn of the developments of this area and stop to view locations where movies such as ‘Lord of the Rings’ have been inspired to film. Whichever Safari you choose you'll not only be thrilled but also inspired 
Classic Jetboating at its best   - 229
(Allow 6 hours from Queenstown or 3 hours from Glenorchy)
· Classic jet boating is the art of navigation. The terrain initiates almost all the excitement. 

· Spend 2.5 hours navigating the spectacular Dart River on this classic jet boating experience.

· This trip is ideal for real jetboat enthusiasts. 

	The Kingston Flyer

The original Kingston Flyer was a passenger service that operated between Kingston and the Main South Line at Gore from 1878 through to the mid 1950s. It provided a passageway to Queenstown and the surrounding stations, by meeting up with the lake steamers at Kingston Wharf. 

Today The Kingston Flyer operates on a 14km stretch of track and consists of two AB Pacific Class steam locomotives (NZ built).
• AB 795 dating 1927 was a former Royal Train Locomotive
• AB 778 dating 1925.
And seven steam-heated wooden vintage carriages dating back to 1898.
	Operating Schedule

The Kingston Flyer operates two daily excursions between Kingston and Fairlight from the beginning of October until end of April annually (closed Christmas Day). You can take a return journey or a one-way trip in either direction.

Departure
Kingston 10:00am
Fairlight 11:00am
Kingston 1:30pm
Fairlight 2:30pm

Arrival
Fairlight 10:30am
Kingston 11:30am
Fairlight 2:00pm
Kingston 3:00pm
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	The Kingston Flyer is available for Charters any time throughout the year!
The Kingston Flyer is available on a full charter basis for special functions and for groups travelling between Queenstown and Milford Sound or Invercargill. The train has a seating capacity of up to 300 passengers and is a wonderful option for conference and incentive group functions. We are able to cater for a variety of group interests, from weddings to corporate functions to incentive groups.


At Kingston:

· Souvenir shop 

· Kingston Village Inn 

· Toilets 

· Secure and easy parking 

· BBQ and recreational area 

· Walking tracks 

· Fishing 

· 9-hole golf course and bowling green 

· Kingston Motels & Holiday Park 
(0800 807 836) 
At Fairlight Station:

· Railway station 

· Souvenir shop 

· Arts and crafts 

· Toilets 

· Recreational area 

· Fishing 

· Secure and easy parking

Signalbox B&B (signalbox@paradise.net.nz)
Kingston Railway Station, Queenstown, New Zealand
Phone: +64-3-248-8848 • Fax: +64-3-248-8881 • Freephone: 0800 4 FLYER (435 937)
Email: info@kingstonflyer.co.nz • Website: www.kingstonflyer.co.nz • PO Box 25, Kingston 9748, Southland

Nomad Quad Safaris
19 Shotover Street, Queenstown
An activity for those who are in search of fun, a little adventure and splendid views set in Lord of the Rings country. In comfort and safety, gently ride your way around exclusive off-road terrain and take in some of the most awesome, panoramic views Queenstown has to offer. On your fully automatic, ATV quad bike you don’t have to worry about changing gears, all you need to concentrate on is the view. With full training on the bikes from our experienced guides and all safety clothing provided, you can be assured of a safe and enjoyable quad bike safari.

NOMAD SAFARIS – QUEENSTOWN 4WD SPECIALIST 

Nomad Safaris, operating out of Queenstown, New Zealand, offers small (max. 6 people per guide), personalised tours into NZ back country. We explore historic gold mining areas, some of the locations of Lord of The Rings filming and an exclusive high-country farm. We use fully-equipped Land Rover Defenders to handle all terrain for our 4WD safaris. Our Quad Bike tours use fully-equipped Honda 400cc ATV Quads which are completely automatic. 

We operate with Department of Conservation approval, respect the environment we visit and are actively involved in the care and preservation of heritage areas. 

· Nomad Safaris is a Qualmark endorsed visitor activity. 

· Green Globe award to Nomad Safaris is in recognition of their contribution to a better environment. 

· Double award winner at NZ Tourism Awards 2004 

· Finalist in NZ Tourism Awards 2005 

· Award winner at NZ Tourism Awards 2006 

Skippers Canyon - Fact File: 
· Trips depart 8:30am and 1:30pm (times may vary during winter).  140
· Allow 4 hours return to Queenstown. 

· Heaven & Hells Gate, Maori Point, Lighthouse Rock, Blue Slip. 

· Skippers Bridge - Skippers settlement, schoolhouse, museum and cemetery. 

· Goldpanning in the second richest gold river in the World, the Shotover River. 

· Refreshments and home baking. 

Kiwi Birdlife Park Brecon Street
Queenstown, South Island, New Zealand

Listing Details

See kiwi, tuatara and New Zealand birdlife in a native bush surrounding. Five minutes walk from the town centre (below the gondola terminal). Open 7 days a week. Enjoy audio tours, self-guide around the park; conservation show held three times daily; replica Maori hunting village; evening entertainment and dinner in the restaurant. Your admission fee contributes to our conservation work.

Deer Park Scenic Tours PO Box 1485, Queenstown Come with us on a fabulous Scenic Wildlife Adventure into the very heart of alpine New Zealand. Be rewarded with spectacular views whilst stopping to hand-feed and photograph the red deer, bison, llama and many other exotic animal species. Trek around the summit tarn (lake) and take in the stunning Lord of the Rings film locations and breath-taking panoramas over Queenstown as you learn the local Maori legend and history of the gold rush. We recommend extending this magical 2.5-hour journey with an unforgettable visit to the Kiwi Birdlife Park or by adding the thrilling helicopter and/or jet boat combo options.  www.TheDeerPark.co.nz
Award winning winery set in Queenstown's spectacular Gibbston Valley. Vineyard, wine cave, restaurant, wine tours, courtyard alfresco dining, wine sales and gourmet condiment and souvenir shop. The restaurant offers courtyard luncheon, morning or afternoon teas from 12 noon to 3pm daily.    Guided history and winemaking tours including wine tasting every hour from 10am to 4pm, take in New Zealand's largest underground wine cave, and includes wine tastings.
Cellar door tasting of Central Otago's finest award-winning wines and gift shop open daily from 10am to 5:00 pm.
Group tours, special functions, dinners or weddings available by prior arrangement.  www.gvwines.co.nz/
Stene's Cottage, Mt Pisa Station
State Highway 6, Lowburn
4 Wheel Drive excursions will take you up to 6,300 feet to witness the most glorious of views from Mt Pisa on the Pisa Range. Mt Pisa Station is located 77 kms from Queenstown off Highway 6 near Cromwell. Guided tours available, picnic lunches supplied on request or you can take your own vehicle and be independent.

Arrowtown 20 minutes from Queenstown
One of the most picturesque settlements in New Zealand, Arrowtown sits alongside the Arrow River – once the scene of a frantic gold rush. The town retains its historic character – there are more than 60 restored buildings from the 19th century. The gold days are long over (although you can still pan for gold in the river with some success), so Arrowtown's focus is on hosting visitors. Explore the Chinese miners’ settlement, visit the Lake District Museum, catch a few holes at the challenging local golf course or take a 4WD journey to Macetown, a ghost town accessible only by wagon track. Arrowtown has a range of cafes, restaurants and appealing shops. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1700
TSS Earnslaw Steamship lake cruise – Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Steamer Wharf Relive the elegance of turn of the century travel with a cruise aboard the TSS Earnslaw steamship. Watch the stokers fuel the fire boxes, feel the heat from the boilers and hear the steam engines working as "the Lady" takes you across beautiful Lake Wakatipu. As you relax on board enjoy a delicious meal or snack from the Promenade Cafe or a drink from the bar. There's plenty of time to explore and you can even join in a sing-a-long around the piano. See our Web site for departures, prices, full cruise details and other great Queenstown and Fiordland excursions.  www.realjourneys.co.nz  QUALITY ENDORSED
Lake Wakatipu Shaped like a lightning bolt, Lake Wakatipu is the third largest lake in New Zealand. The Dart River flows into its northern end; the Kawarau River, beginning near Queenstown, handles its outflow. The lake occupies a single, glacier-carved trench and is bordered on all sides by tall mountains, the highest of which is Mount Earnslaw (2819 metres). Settlements around the lake shore include Queenstown and the villages of Kingston, Glenorchy and Kinloch. Because of its unusual shape, Lake Wakatipu has a 'tide' (more correctly, an unusually large seiche or "standing wave"), which causes the water to rise and fall about 10 centimetres every 25 minutes or so. Maori legend links this phenomenon to the heartbeat of a huge monster named Matau, who is said to be slumbering at the bottom of the lake. The T.S.S. Earnslaw cruises the lake every day. Complete with a bright red, 12 metre funnel, white hull and kauri timber decks, this vintage paddlesteamer is a New Zealand icon. Lake Wakatipu offers year-round trout fihsing - the mouths of the Greenstone and Lochy Rivers are particularly rewarding. In summer, the lake's beaches are popular for swimming.

Walter Peak High Country Farm Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Steamer Wharf Cruise across Lake Wakatipu on our vintage steamship TSS Earnslaw and disembark at Walter Peak High Country Farm. Enjoy a walking tour of the farmyard, help feed sheep and get close to deer and Scottish Highland cattle. Watch the sheep dogs in action, a shearing display and maybe try your hand and wool spinning. There's plenty of time to relax in the Colonel's Homestead gardens and enjoy a country style morning or afternoon tea. Delicious barbecue meals are available on specified departures.   Horse trekking and evening dining options also available.
see our Web site for departures, prices, full details and other great Real Journeys excursions.

Waitiri Creek Wines Ltd.
Church Lane, State Highway 6, Gibbston 

Waitiri Creek Wines was established in 1993 by Alistair Ward, Paula Ramage and the Ward family. 

“Waitiri” roughly translates from Maori as “thundering water”. Both our Gibbston vineyards are situated above the Kawarau River which boasts some impressive rapids.

Since our first vintage in 1998, we have forged a consistent record of awards at New Zealand wine competitions across our entire range. Our grapes are hand-picked from almost 20 hectares of vineyards in Gibbston and at Bannockburn. 

In 2000, we were fortunate to purchase the Wangaloa Presbyterian Church from South Otago. Built in 1893, as our cellar door and café on the Shanagolden Block at Gibbston 
Glenorchy 30 minutes from Queenstown

The rustic town of Glenorchy, at the western end of Lake Wakatipu, is set against a background of native beech forest and towering snow-capped mountains. It is known as the gateway to the Routeburn, Caples, Greenstone, Rees and Dart Valley walking tracks. It’s also the place to organise jet boating and kayaking on the Dart River. Call into the Department of Conservation Visitor Centre if you plan to walk any of the tracks. Horse trekking in the area comes highly recommended. The town has an assortment of lodges, one hotel and a few cafés. It’s a good idea to buy hiking supplies in nearby Queenstown. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 220 
Alexandra is an attractive oasis of trees and civilisation within the weathered rock landscape of Central Otago. The town boomed during the late 1800s, when huge gold dredges worked the Clutha River. The most successful dredge was the Dunedin, which extracted an estimated 528kg of gold. Today Alexandra owes its prosperity to orchardists and wine makers. On foot or on a mountain bike, you can follow gold miner’s trails in the hills to appreciate the unique beauty of the area. You can also visit Pinot Noir vineyards and discover gold mining history at the museum. In summer and autumn, enjoy local apricots, peaches, cherries and apples. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 4,500, i-SITE Visitor Centre, full range of shops and services.

Shaky Bridge, Manuherikia River  near Alexandra/Queenstown    Do You Dare to Walk Over Shaky Bridge?
Wagons and horses once used this suspension bridge; today it’s strictly for pedestrians. Before it was built, the only way across the Manuherikia River was by punt - a risky operation when the river was high. The bridge was opened in 1879 at a cost of £974 ($1,949) and was later sold for £1 ($2.00) to two settlers living across the river. The bridge fell into a state of neglect and was eventually repaired by a specially formed committee at a cost of $1,800. It was at this time the bridge was narrowed to foot traffic only.

The Man-Made Fascination of Clyde Dam and Lake Dunstan. Clyde Dam is the largest concrete gravity dam in New Zealand consisting of one million cubic metres of concrete. It's height is 100m, width at base is 70m, width at crest 10m and length at crest 490m. Controversy surrounded the building of the dam, which saw a number of orchards and houses removed from the Cromwell Gorge to allow the flooding of the river valley. 
The lake formed by the dam, Lake Dunstan, is 26.4 square kilometres in size. Its recreational uses include water-skiing, boating, canoeing, jet boating, boat cruises and eco-tours of the abundant fish and bird life. The lake extends from the historical township of Clyde through the Cromwell Gorge to Cromwell township, with one arm travelling up the Kawarau River to Bannockburn and the other widening out over the Lowburn Flats. www.centralotagonz.com
Alexandra's Old Bridge Piers are a monument to early civil engineering in New Zealand.
The Piers are the remains of the original Alexandra Bridge, which was completed in 1882 at a cost of £16,111 ($32,222). This bridge crossed the mighty Clutha River, New Zealand's largest river by volume and second longest at 338km. The piers were constructed of schist stone quarried locally. The total height of the piers is 29.48metres with 6.8metres beneath the present water level. The construction of this bridge was a huge task when you consider the size of the river and the tools available at the time of construction. 
The very first method of crossing the river was a packing case on a cable. This method was superseded by a punt, which ferried people across the river. The name Clutha is taken from Scotland's Clyde River - Clutha being Gaelic for Clyde. To the Maori people the river was Mata-au (surfaced current).

Queenstown to Te Anau
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	172 km (108 miles)  Approximately 2.25 hours  Road Conditions: State Highway

.High country landscapes and trout fishing rivers are features of the road to Te Anau. The first part of your drive clings scenically to the edge of Lake Wakatipu.  Take a break when you reach the small town of Kingston, the home of a remarkable vintage steam train. Further on, the settlements of Lumsden and Mossburn can be explored for unique shopping opportunities—a farm tour is another possibility.  Te Anau township sits on the shores of Lake Te Anau. From here, the delights of the Fiordland National Park are within easy reach, including the start of the Milford Track. Cruise on the lakes, walk the tracks and visit the Department of Conservation wildlife centre. The Te Ana-au Caves are an excellent adventure.


Fiordland AA 562 Manapouri Lake cruise, drive,  Doubtful Sound located in a World Heritage Area, is an overwhelming place. You can feel the power of nature here - the remoteness, the wildness and the peace.  Known for its wilderness and wildlife, Doubtful Sound is the second largest of the 14 fiords in Fiordland National Park and it is three times longer and 10 times larger than Milford Sound. Real Journeys offers daytime and overnight cruises at Doubtful Sound. http://www.fiordlandcruises.co.nz/fiordlandcruises/activitiesFC  cheaper http://www.realjourneys.co.nz/index.cfm/Doubtful  much more expensive  Pick later  

Te Anau AA 566 Glow worm caves - realjourneys.co.nz  has trips recommended AA, NZ Wildlife bird preserve Milford Sound Lake Manapouri Power Station Doubtful Sound

Te Anau   Perched on the edge of New Zealand’s second largest lake, the township of Te Anau is the main visitor base for Fiordland National Park. At the Department of Conservation Visitor Centre you can make plans to walk the Milford, Routeburn or Kepler Tracks. There are many places to stay, but you’d be wise to book ahead in the busy season. Restaurants are plentiful. Apart from hiking, popular local activities include lake cruising, kayaking and exploring the Te Ana-au glow worm caves. The museum has a collection relevant to both the Maori and European history of the area. There’s also a wildlife park specialising in native birds. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1785 
Lake Te Anau  Lake Te Anau is the largest of the southern glacial lakes, covering an area of 344 square kilometres. The main body of the lake runs north-south and three large fiords reach out from its western side - these arms are called North Fiord, Middle Fiord and South Fiord. Rolling hill country characterises the eastern side of the lake; the western side is a magnificent wilderness of forest and mountains - the Kepler and Murchison Ranges rise to around 1700 metres above sea level.   Most of Lake Te Anau is within the boundaries of Fiordland National Park and the Te Wahipounamu World Heritage site. Of the two settlements on the shores of the lake, the township of Te Anau is the largest. Here you'll find operators who can take you cruising or kayaking on the lake. You can also visit the Te Ana-au glowworm caves, which are still geologically active.  To see some of the endangered bird species that live in Fiordland, visit the local wildlife centre. Takahe, weka, parakeets, tui, kea, kaka and wood pigeons thrive in this Department of Conservation sanctuary 
The Rungway
PO Box 64, Te Anau   Located on the beautiful and sunny Queenstown Hill not far from town, this is a $99, 2 hour activity involves a breathtaking climb up the Rungway and an exciting abseil down.  Whether you’ve experienced one or not, everyone knows what abseiling is about and it’s a fantastic option for people with more limited time available. Not only is this product unique to Queenstown, it will definitely appeal to a wide variety of visitors including families (no experience is necessary).   Trips operate at 10am, 12 noon and 2pm daily. Child price - $89 - Minimum age 10 years and accompanied by an adult

Te Anau Glowworm Caves, Real Journeys  AA Quality
Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Lakefront, Te Anau  The fascinating caves system on the western shore of Lake Te Anau offers an underground adventure that charms visitors of all ages. Following a scenic cruise across Lake Te Anau, informative and friendly guides take you on an exploration of the Caves by path and small punt. Observe how the rushing water sculpts the rock formations, before gliding through silent darkness to the glowworm grotto. The delicate incandescence of thousands of tiny glowworms is a magical sight

HighRide Adventures
865 Wilderness Road, Te Anau  High Ride offers an exhilarating 3-hour adventure on tough four-wheel motorbikes. Even if you've never ridden a bike before, you will be given all the training you need by experienced instructors.
Experience the thrill of racing across lush green pastures, then marvel at the scenery offered from the top of Danby Hill. You can see all the way from Manapouri up to the top of Lake Te Anau and the view will take your breath away  3 ½ hours 9:30 and 2:00   6:00 in summer 145
Fiordland's Marine Reserves   Fiordland’s has ten marine reserves, spanning from Milford Sound in the north to Preservation Inlet in the south.  The water in Fiordland is as unique as the acclaimed landscape above. Runoff from heavy rainfall on the mountains creates a permanent fresh water layer on the surface of the salt water. This varies in depth from 5 centimetres to over 10 metres.  The reserves include a huge variety of habitats and species. There are sponges, lampshells and a wide range of fish. The area also has some of the world's largest black coral trees – some over 300 years old – which have brittlestars entwined in their branches. The fiords are also home to brachiopods - clam-like animals that have remained relatively unchanged for over 300 million years.  Bottlenose dolphins (aihe), New Zealand fur seals (kekeno), Fiordland crested penguins (tawaki) and little blue penguins (korora) are resident in the fiords.  Scuba diving is the best way to appreciate the submarine wonders of Fiordland, and there are several operators who can take you on a guided scuba expedition. There is also an underwater observatory in Milford Sound, situated in the middle of the Piopiotahi Marine Reserve
Milford Sound Described by Rudyard Kipling as the 'eighth wonder of the world', Milford Sound was carved by glaciers during successive ice ages. At its deepest point, off Mitre Peak, it plunges to a depth of 265 metres. 
Maori attribute the creation of the fiords to a 'titanic mason' by the name of Tu Te Raki Whanoa. With his magical adze, he sculpted Milford Sound's sheer cliffs and towering mountains. 
Wet or fine, Milford Sound is breathtaking. The fiord's sides rise vertically from the dark waters, mountain peaks scrape the sky and waterfalls cascade down precipitous cliffs. 
There are various ways to enjoy Milford Sound, the most accessible of New Zealand's fiords. You can take a day trip on a launch or organise an overnight stay on a charter boat. Scenic flights, sea kayaking safaris and diving excursions can also be arranged. 
For a look at life below the water's surface, there's an underwater observatory in Harrison Cove. You can see black coral, 11-legged sea stars and delicate anemones, as well as intriguing snakestars that wrap themselves around the black coral. Milford Sound the settlement exists solely to look after travellers who come to see Milford Sound the fiord. Facilities and services are limited - you’ll find a café and a tavern. Most activity is centred around the wharf, because cruises on Milford Sound are hugely popular (food is available on board). Flightseeing and sea kayaking are two other ways to immerse yourself in the grandeur of huge peaks, waterfalls and sheer rock faces. At the underwater observatory, you can enjoy the unusual scenery than exists below the water. The Milford Track, which begins at the northern end of Lake Te Anau, finishes with a ferry trip from Sandfly Point to the Milford Sound wharf. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 140, one backpacker accommodation provider, airport.

This road is much more than a way to get to Milford Sound; it's an unforgettable journey into the heart of Fiordland National Park and the Te Wahipounamu World Heritage area. 
Some of Fiordland's most striking and significant features are revealed along this route, so be sure to allow enough time to stop for photo opportunities and walks.  
The first major highlight is the Eglinton Valley, which was once filled with glacier ice. The valley has steep rock sides and a flat, golden tussock floor - it's a surreal place. Further along the road are the Mirror Lakes - on a still day they display a perfect reflection of the Earl Mountains. Then you'll come to the Avenue of the Disappearing Mountain, where an optical illusion causes the approaching mountain to get smaller rather than larger. When you reach Lake Gunn, stretch your legs on the nature walk - an easy 45 minute loop track. 
The Homer Tunnel signals your descent to Milford Sound. This tunnel, which is hewed from solid granite, took nearly 20 years to complete. From mouth to mouth it measures 1270 metres. Before you reach Milford, get some fresh air on the 20 minute walk that leads to The Chasm - a spectacular waterfall where the Cleddau River has scoured its way through solid rock.
 Milford Sound  101 minutes from Te Anau   Milford Sound the settlement exists solely to look after travellers who come to see Milford Sound the fiord. Facilities and services are limited - you’ll find a café and a tavern. Most activity is centred around the wharf, because cruises on Milford Sound are hugely popular (food is available on board). Flightseeing and sea kayaking are two other ways to immerse yourself in the grandeur of huge peaks, waterfalls and sheer rock faces. At the underwater observatory, you can enjoy the unusual scenery than exists below the water. The Milford Track, which begins at the northern end of Lake Te Anau, finishes with a ferry trip from Sandfly Point to the Milford Sound wharf. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 140  This road is much more than a way to get to Milford Sound; it's an unforgettable journey into the heart of Fiordland National Park and the Te Wahipounamu World Heritage area. Some of Fiordland's most striking and significant features are revealed along this route, so be sure to allow enough time to stop for photo opportunities and walks.  The first major highlight is the Eglinton Valley, which was once filled with glacier ice. The valley has steep rock sides and a flat, golden tussock floor - it's a surreal place. Further along the road are the Mirror Lakes - on a still day they display a perfect reflection of the Earl Mountains. Then you'll come to the Avenue of the Disappearing Mountain, where an optical illusion causes the approaching mountain to get smaller rather than larger. When you reach Lake Gunn, stretch your legs on the nature walk - an easy 45 minute loop track.  The Homer Tunnel signals your descent to Milford Sound. This tunnel, which is hewed from solid granite, took nearly 20 years to complete. From mouth to mouth it measures 1270 metres. Before you reach Milford, get some fresh air on the 20 minute walk that leads to The Chasm - a spectacular waterfall where the Cleddau River has scoured its way through solid rock
Cruising Milford Sound Ltd
Milford Sound Visitors Centre, Milford Sound   Experience spectacular Milford Sound at its best aboard the Milford Adventurer. We specialise in uncrowded cruises and friendly service. Limiting the number of passengers on each cruise enables you to experience uninterrupted viewing opportunities inside and out from two decks.   The cruise will take you the length of the fiord to the Tasman Sea and back. Along the way we'll get you close enough to feel the spray from stunning waterfalls, see seals from just meters away, at times dolphins and the rare Fiordland Crested Penguin.   see seals, dolphins and perhaps the rare Fiordland crested penguin  Complimentary tea & coffee is available on all cruises and a free muffin on our 9:30am "Coffee Time" Cruise.  Four Sailings Daily - 9:30am - 55, 11:30am – 60 , 1:15pm – 65  & 3:15pm - 55  1 ½ hrMilford Adventurer boat  
Milford Sound Nature Cruises, Real Journeys  AA Quality
Real Journeys Visitor Centre, Milford Wharf, Milford Sound  Explore moody, dramatic Milford Sound in a more leisurely way onboard the Milford Mariner or Milford Wanderer. Modelled on traditional trading scow, these vessels offer relaxing extended cruise options. Join our nature guide and learn about the magnificent scenery, history and wildlife. Relax on deck with a delicious picnic-style lunch and keep a look out for dolphins, penguins and seals. Optional visits to the Underwater Observatory on specified departures. Coach connections available from Queenstown and Te Anau. See our website for departures, prices, coach connections and other great Real Journeys excursions  9 - $58, 12- 54, 2 – 65, 3 65, 11 65, 1PM 78,   1 hour 40 min
Manapouri  18 minutes from Te Anau   Situated at the edge of Fiordland National Park, the lakeside town of Manapouri provides a base for journeys into the glacier-carved wilderness. Lake Manapouri is the second deepest lake in New Zealand and has a large hydro power station at the end of its west arm. The creation of the power station in 1959 improved access to Doubtful Sound (a fiord), which you can explore by sea kayak or cruise boat. Some guided tours involve a bit of everything – hiking, kayaking and sailing. Power station tours can be arranged. You can also explore Lake Manapouri by kayak or take to the hiking trails – the Circle Track, Kepler Track and remote Dusky Track are local favourites. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 210   Lake Manapouri    Beautiful Lake Manapouri is within the boundaries of Fiordland National Park and the Te Wahipounamu World Heritage site. The lake is framed by the spectacular Cathedral Mountains and has four arms - North, South, West and Hope. During the last ice age, about 20,000 years ago, glaciers originating in central Fiordland spread out to the east across the present sites of Lakes Te Anau and Manapouri, dumping great quantities of rock and gravel in long ridges. When the ice melted, lakes formed behind the ridges. Lake Manapouri is 440 metres deep in places and has 34 islands.  Several tracks start on the eastern shores of Lake Manapouri. These are ideal for day trips and easy two or three day hikes. From Pearl Harbour, which is adjacent to Manapouri township, you can organise a lake cruise or a tour of the West Arm underground power station. 
In 1960, it was proposed to raise Lake Manapouri by up to 30 metres for the power station, but a strong nationwide protest prevented this from happening. The lake levels are instead carefully controlled to mimic natural fluctuations.  This region was chosen as a filming location for the Lord of the Rings movie trilogy. The Norwest Lakes were used to show the Fellowship travelling south from Rivendell; sections of the Waiau River, which flows between Lakes Te Anau and Manapouri, were used for scenes of the River Anduin
Doubtful Sound
 Sometimes called the 'Sound of Silence' Doubtful Sound is the deepest (420 metres) and second longest (40 kilometres) of the South Island's fiords. It is a powerful place - serene, mysterious and untouched by the modern world.   The fiord was originally named Doubtful Harbour by Captain James Cook, who didn't sail into the inlet because it looked a bit tight for safe manoeuvring. It was later named Doubtful Sound by whalers and sealers.  Like other fiords in the area, Doubtful Sound contains two distinct layers of water that don't mix. The top few meters is fresh water, fed by runoff from the surrounding mountains. Below this is a layer of salt water from the sea. The difference in refractive index between these two layers makes it difficult for light to penetrate. As a result, many deep-sea species - such as black coral - grow in the comparatively shallow depths.   Doubtful Sound has some splendid waterfalls, particularly during the wetter seasons. In the Hall Arm, the Browne Falls cascades 619 metres; Helena Falls at Deep Cove tumbles 220 metres. Wildlife is another reason to visit this fiord - keep an eye out for bottlenose dolphins, fur seals and penguins.  Tours to Doubtful Sound depart from Manapouri and involve a very scenic bus trip across Wilmot Pass. When you reach the fiord, you can explore in a sea kayak or cruise on the resident launch   Real Journerys from Manapouri – 9:30 – 5:30  245  Visit Manapouri underground power station Your Doubtful Sound adventure begins as you cruise the crystal clear waters of Lake Manapouri – a stunning lake renowned for its numerous islands and deserted beaches. Then it’s over Wilmot Pass, on one of New Zealand’s remotest and prettiest sub-alpine roads, stopping along the way to experience some of Fiordland’s densest rainforest and to view Doubtful Sound glistening far below.   In reaching Deep Cove, you will board the Patea Explorer our spacious catamaran, for a three hour cruise that takes in the most dramatic scenery of Doubtful Sound.    Our nature guides provide an engaging  commentary and point out highlights. Keep a look out for wildlife as bottlenose dolphins frequently swim alongside our vessel, fur seals bask on the rocks around the fiord and rare penguins can at times be observed.  The Manapouri Underground Power Station, at West Arm, is considered New Zealand’s greatest engineering feat. It is the country's largest hydroelectric power station and is unique in that nearly all of it is built underground. The only external signs are the above-ground control building, a switchyard and two sets of transmission lines that loop across the head of the arm on their way to join the national grid.   A visit to the Manapouri Underground Power Station begins with a coach trip down the 2 kilometre (1.2 miles) underground spiral tunnel to the immense machine hall.  Here you will learn how the Manapouri Power Station, located deep in the heart of the mountain, harnesses the energy of rushing water to generate electricity.  A visit to the Manapouri Underground Power Station is normally part of the Doubtful Sound daytime excursion.  However, access may not always be possible.
Te Anau to Invercargill 

Driving distance: 159 km / 99 miles
By Road and Sea
Driving: Approx 2h19m 

Choose between two routes to reach Invercargill. The longer, wilder route takes you past Tuatapere and Clifden, where you can investigate caves and discover the historic suspension bridge then on to Riverton, one of the oldest settlements in New Zealand. 

Stop in Mandeville if you’d like to fly in a Tiger Moth. 
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Townsman Motel
Invercargill dates back to the 1850s, when people from the Scottish settlement of Dunedin began buying land for sheep runs in the far south. Today it is the country's southernmost city. From a visitor’s point of view, Invercargill is well-equipped. It has an excellent range of shops and a selection of lively bars and restaurants. Victorian, Edwardian and Art Deco heritage buildings give the city character. The museum has a tuatara house and the rose gardens at Queens Park are beautiful during summer. The art gallery at Anderson Park exhibits quality art from the far south and throughout New Zealand. Local food specialities include oysters and blue cod. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 49,800

Invercargill is Southland's principal centre and the country's southernmost city. It is known for its elegant old department stores and wide, easy-to-navigate streets. Local food specialties include Bluff Oysters and blue cod. The museum has a tuatara house and an excellent exhibition about New Zealand’s subantarctic islands. Take a stroll around the gardens, aviary and duck ponds of Queens Park.

Curio Bay and Slope Point
A very curious place, Curio Bay has a fossil forest that dates back to the Jurassic period. The fossilised trees you can see here were alive around 180 million years ago, when New Zealand was part of the Gondwanaland super continent. Scientists have identified tree ferns, cycads and trees which resemble New Zealand kauri and matai. You'll need to arrive at low tide and the best viewing position is from the purpose-built platform. The Curio Bay area is also a protected nesting ground for yellow-eyed penguins. Visitors to Curio Bay during the summer and autumn can often see Hector's dolphins playing in the surf.  The next peninsula south of Curio Bay is Slope Point, the most southerly place on the South Island. The point is accessed by a 20 minute walk across private farmland. A signpost shows the distance to the equator and the south pole.  
Catlins River Walk, Purakaunui Falls and Jack's Blowhole   The Catlins River Walk, which begins near the Tawanui camping area, leads through native silver beech forest alongside the Catlins River. The five hour walk is a chance to see rare forest birds such as the mohua (yellowhead). With any luck you'll also see native parakeets. Beautiful lichen, fungi, moss and liverworts are a feature of the forest floor.   Not far from the Catlins River is Purakaunui Falls - a magnificent waterfall surrounded by bush that cascades 20 metres over three distinct tiers. The waterfall is a short walk from a side road off the main Owaka-Invercargill highway. Other waterfalls are McLean Falls and Matai Falls.   Another spectacular sight in this area is Jack's Blowhole, which is located in Tunnel Rocks Scenic Reserve. A large cavity that's 55 metres deep and 200 metres from the sea, the blow hole was formed after a large subterranean cavern caved in. At high tide during a swell, waves are compressed through the underground tunnel and explode out of the blowhole.   At Lake Wilkie you can see the succession of forest development from lake edge to mature forest finishing at the reflection lake. During summer the red brilliance of flowering rata is stunning.
Oreti Beach and Sandy Point  Ten kilometres west of Invercargill, Oreti Beach was a key location for the film 'The World's Fastest Indian', which tells the story of Southland's motorcycling hero Burt Munro. At around 26 kilometres in length, the beach provided Munro with a testing and racing site for his modified Indian motorcycle. In February 1957 Munro set a New Zealand Open Beach record of 131.38 mph at Oreti Beach; in 1975 he raised this to 136 mph.  At the southern end of Oreti Beach is Sandy Point, a natural playground for walking, mountain biking and horse riding. In geological terms, Sandy Point is very young. The peninsula of sand, gravel and water-borne silt probably appeared some 4000-5000 years ago, when sea levels were higher.   
Long before the site of Invercargill was developed, the rich natural resources of Sandy Point supported an important Maori settlement called Oue. The arrival of sealers and whalers brought change, although the whaling station established there in 1836 was short-lived.   Sandy Point's ancient sand dune forest of wind-sculpted totara and matai is rare and nationally important. Other native podocarps include rimu, miro and kahikatea. Native forest walks reveal a rich wildlife community from the shaded, ferny floor upwards.

Invercargill to Bluff   Driving distance: 29 km / 18 miles  By Road  Driving: Approx 0h25m 

The port of Bluff is the home of Bluff oysters – reputed to be the best in the world. The oyster season runs from April until August, and the locals put on a lively festival to honour Ostrea chilensis (that’s Latin for Bluff oyster). The maritime museum has exhibits that focus on whaling, oystering and shipwrecks. In Bluff you can catch a ferry to Stewart Island and Rakiura National Park, tour the aluminium smelter and get some exercise on the local walkways. In the Greenpoint picnic area, a viewing platform overlooks the ship graveyard. A signpost at Stirling Point indicates the distance to the South Pole and other parts of the world. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 2000
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	The much-photographed signpost at Stirling Point in Bluff marks the southern end of State Highway One, which travels the length of New Zealand, finishing at Cape Reinga. The post gives directions and distances to some of the world’s most famous cities. It also points out a couple of offshore islands.


The point is memorable for the large signpost displaying distances to major cities in the world - a photograph of this signpost is a must for your travel journey.  You can access the Foveaux Walkway from Stirling Point. This walkway consists of two separate but connected trails on Bluff Hill peninsula. Both traverse a wide variety of vegetation, including native bush (with a variety of native birds), coastal scrub and privately owned farmland. There are stunning views of Foveaux Strait and Stewart Island, as well as wave-beaten rocks and beaches. After the walk, which almost circumnavigates the peninsula, a visit to the top of Bluff Hill is worthwhile for an extensive panoramic view.
Waituna Lagoon and wetland   Waituna Lagoon (also known as Lake Waituna) and wetlands was one of the first sites in the world to be named "a wetland of international significance" under the RAMSAR Convention, an intergovernmental treaty that was signed in Ramsar, Iran in 1971.   The area is an important habitat for birds, fish and eels. It is also home to some very unusual plants, such as the cushion plant Donatia which normally grows in sub-alpine areas. Seventy six species of birds have been recorded here, including international migratory waders. The lagoon is a significant trout fishery - fly fishermen enjoy trying to outwit the wily sea-run brown trout. The flatness of the area makes Waituna great for walking - through farmland, across peat country and out onto the reserve.   You can access the wetland from Kapuka South Road, which is signposted on State Highway 92 approximately five kilometres past Gorge Road township.   
Stewart Island   
Air and ferry services bridge the gap across Foveaux Strait. The flight to Stewart Island takes only 20 minutes. The ferry trip, which at times can be rough, takes about an hour.   Much of Stewart Island (in Maori, Rakiura) was recently declared New Zealand’s newest national park. Visitors come to the island to enjoy nature at its wildest. Highlights include spotting kiwis on Ocean Beach, walking amidst the birds on Ulva Island and hiking the tracks through the park. Oban, the only major town, offers a variety of accommodation from hotel rooms to lodge retreats. For a potted history of Stewart Island, visit the local museum. 
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 Stewart Island and Rakiura National Park 
Insulated from the world by its remoteness, Stewart Island is a haven for people looking for tranquillity and adventure. The island is about 75 kilometres long and up to 45 kilometres wide. It has only one town - Halfmoon Bay, also known as Oban. Many residents are direct descendants of the whalers and early Rakiura Maori, with family histories reaching back almost 200 years.  Most of Stewart Island is protected by the boundaries of Rakiura National Park, New Zealand's newest national park. Rakiura is the Maori name for Stewart Island. It translates as 'the Land of Glowing Skies', probably referring to the night-time displays of Aurora Australis, the Southern Lights.  
The western coast of the island is characterised by sea-pounded cliffs and sandy beaches; on the eastern side of the island there are three sheltered inlets - Paterson Inlet, with a 160 kilometre shoreline, is the largest. Vegetation ranges from podocarp and hardwood forest in the north to low forest and coastal vegetation in the south.   Stewart Island is a paradise for hikers. It has about 245 kilometres of walking tracks, all of which can be accessed from Halfmoon Bay. The tracks range from short walks around the township area to epic journeys that require fitness, stamina and a large degree of self-reliance.   Bird watchers are drawn to the island because in one day - with a pelagic cruise, a visit to Ulva Island bird sanctuary and a kiwi spotting trip - it's possible to see more than 30 species. Bonus sightings on these trips include bottlenose dolphins, fur seals, sea lions and the occasional sea elephant. Five penguin species are found on the island - yellow-eyed, southern blue, rockhopper, Fiordland crested and Snares crested.
  

Ulva Island / Te Wharawhara Marine Reserve 
Ulva Island/Te Wharawhara Marine Reserve protects a large slice of Paterson Inlet on Stewart Island. The inlet is a shallow ria – an ancient river valley that has been submerged. Because the rivers that flow into it drain from pristine, undeveloped land they carry little sediment or nutrient run-off. As a result many species thrive in the inlet waters, including kina, sea cucumbers, starfish and brachiopods.   Paterson Inlet is also an important habitat and nursery for at least 56 species of marine fish. The mixing of warm, subtropical and subantarctic waters in the currents around Stewart Island/Rakiura has added to the diversity of species found within the inlet.  Brachiopods or lamp shells are the most ancient of filter feeding shellfish. They were abundant in prehistoric oceans at the dawn of life 300 to 550 million years ago, during the Palaeozoic period. Today their fossils are common but living examples are comparatively rare.  Paterson Inlet is home to brachiopod species that live both on rock and sediment, thriving at depths of less than 20 metres. This makes the inlet one of the richest and most accessible brachiopod habitats in the world.  Stewart Island/Rakiura has more varieties of seaweed than anywhere else in New Zealand. Paterson Inlet is home to 70% of them, including 56 brown, 31 green and 174 red kelp species. Seaweed forests provide habitat, protection and food to support diverse populations of fish and marine mammals.  Dive trips can be arranged from Oban or Invercargill. You can also explore the area around Ulva Island on a sea kayak safari.  
Paterson Inlet Cruises - Stewart Island Experience  AA Quality
Stewart Island Experience, Halfmoon Bay, Halfmoon Bay (oban) 

Join our fascinating tour of Ulva Island, a renowned bird and wildlife sanctuary on our Paterson Inlet Cruise. Relax and enjoy Stewart Island’s stunning coastal scenery.  Enjoy a leisurely cruise of beautiful Paterson Inlet; see rare plants and abundant bird life during a fascinating walk (45 mins) with our nature guide. Delicious picnic lunches are available (if pre-ordered).  Stewart Island Experience also operates an exciting range of other land and water based tours, equipment and vehicle hire, in addition to the daily scheduled ferry services between Bluff and Stewart Island. 

	Village and Bays Tours  Explore Oban and the surrounding bays in our modern mini-buses. Our guides enjoy sharing their local knowledge of the history and environment of Stewart Island. Gain an entertaining insight into New Zealand’s southernmost community. Stewart Islanders are proud of their island, enjoying its simpler, slower pace.  During your tour, there is plenty of time available for photo stops and short walks. Highlights include Lee Bay, the gateway to Rakiura National Park; beautiful Horseshoe Bay and stunning views of Paterson Inlet from Observation Rock.

Departs from Oban Visitor Centre, Main Road Duration 1 hour 30 mins  Suitable for all ages  Small group sizes   What to Bring: Waterproof jacket, sweater or jacket, walking shoes, sunscreen, sunglasses, insect repellent, camera and plenty of film.

	Underwater Explorer Cruises  Stewart Island is famous for its clean, clear waters and rich marine life. Enjoy superb underwater viewing from our semi-submersible as you cruise in sheltered Halfmoon Bay. See diverse fish species, sponges, sea squirts and shellfish. Our nature guide will point out the various species seen through the large viewing windows. 
Drifting through lush kelp forests, across sandy bays and along the rocky foreshore beneath the water’s surface, is a magical adventure for all ages.

· Departs from Stewart Island Visitor Terminal 

· Duration 45 mins 

· Suitable for all ages 

Small group size hat to Bring: Woollen sweater or fleece jacket, walking shoes or boots, camera and plenty of film. 11:30  1:30  4:00  45 minutes  check in 20 min early   35

	Paterson Inlet Cruises Discover Stewart Island from the water. Enjoy a leisurely cruise of beautiful Paterson Inlet and visit Ulva Island - an internationally acclaimed open wildlife sanctuary. During the guided walk (45 mins) with our nature guide, see native bird life and plants flourishing in a predator-free environment. Though now rare on the mainland, the inquisitive flightless weka thrives and is usually encountered. Following your visit to Ulva Island, discover hidden coves and unspoilt beaches as you cruise further into Paterson Inlet to view the historic Whalers’ Base at Prices Inlet. Our skipper provides an interesting commentary. While on board, keep a lookout for fur seals, penguins and other wildlife, as sightings are common.  Delicious picnic lunches are available (if pre-ordered; extra cost) 

· Duration 2 hours 30 mins 

· Departs from Stewart Island Visitor Terminal, Main Wharf 

· Suitable for most ages and fitness levels 

· Small group size

What to Bring: Waterproof jacket, woollen sweater or fleece jacket, walking shoes or boots, sunscreen, sunglasses, insect repellent, camera and plenty of film.
1:00  $70

	Stewart Island Ferry Services

Experience Foveaux Strait in comfort and style on board our express catamarans. During the one-hour crossing between Bluff and Stewart Island keep a lookout for wildlife, especially seabirds. Watching mollymawks (albatross) soaring behind the ferry is a fantastic sight. 
Comprehensive commentaries provide information on the interesting landmarks commonly seen, including Dog Island Lighthouse, Ruapuke Island, the Titi Islands and Mt Anglem - Stewart Island’s highest point.

· Complimentary tea and coffee on board 

· Interpretation handouts are available (English only) 

· Wheelchair access available 

· Luggage limit – two carry-on bags per person (extra goods by arrangement) 

· Invercargill, Te Anau and Queenstown coach connections - see below for more information 

· Vehicle storage available at Bluff (extra cost) 

Check-in: Visitors are required to check-in 30 minutes prior to the scheduled departure time. Check-in and boarding gates are closed 10 minutes prior to ferry departure.
9:30  11:30  5:00  to Stewart  8  3:30 6:30  55 each way p/p 
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Invercargill to Dunedin 

Use southern route flyer for places to stop!

Driving distance: 210 km / 130 miles   By Road and Sea   Driving: Approx 3h3m 

 Invercargill  -Balclutha    158 km (99 miles)  Approximately 2 hours  Road Conditions: State Highway/Arterial   
The area known as the Catlins lies between Kaka Point and Fortrose, an early whaling station. The winding road will take you to see seals and sealions, Hector’s Dolphins, several species of penguin and the petrified forest in Curio Bay. Wilderness beaches, waterfalls, walkways, lakes and rivers provide non-stop scenery. 

Balclutha  - Dunedin 

113 km (71 miles)   Approximately 1.5 hours  Road Conditions: Motorway/State Highway/Arterial 
The area known as the Catlins begins just south of Balclutha. The winding road will take you to see seals and sealions, Hector’s dolphins, several species of penguin and the petrified forest in Curio Bay. Wilderness beaches, waterfalls, walkways, lakes and rivers provide non-stop scenery. Half an hour from Dunedin you’ll come across tranquil Lake Waihola, a popular venue for picnics, yachting and waterskiing. The historic mill town of Milton is next – the slight kink in the main road is where two surveyors didn’t quite meet. Balclutha has a distinctive arched concrete bridge and a museum where you can see historic farming and household implements. 
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DUNEDIN
In the late 19th century, Dunedin acquired an impressive amount of ostentatious Victorian architecture. No expense was spared. Today you can enjoy the historic public buildings, imposing churches, palatial homes and ornate hotels. There’s even a castle. Eco-tourism is the other face of Dunedin – visit penguin, albatross and seal colonies.  The city of Dunedin was built with the riches of the gold rush, consequently it has one of the best collections of Edwardian and Victorian architecture in the southern hemisphere. Gothic church spires, ornate mansions, swathes of native forest and magnificent views of the harbour make Dunedin very memorable. Around the city you can visit historic homes, dip into the chocolate factory and browse the excellent museums. Take a drive along Otago Peninsula to discover Larnach Castle and a choice of wildlife encounters – there are penguin, albatross and seal colonies here. The resident student population keeps Dunedin lively.    Functional facts: Approx. population 107,000
Dunedin Railway Station  In the early 1900s Dunedin was the commercial centre of New Zealand. A magnificent railway station befitting this status was opened here in 1906.   Today the station remains, fully restored to its former glory. The ornate Flemish Renaissance-style architecture features white Oamaru limestone facings on black basalt rock. The sheer size, grandiose style and rich embellishments of the station earned architect George Troup the nickname of Gingerbread George.   The Evening Star newspaper of the time was hugely enthusiastic about the new station: "The ornamentation of the ceilings is delicate, and the whole atmosphere of the place is one of costliness... the lavatory and sanitary arrangements are luxurious".  The booking hall, for example, features a mosaic floor of almost 750,000 tiles of Royal Doulton porcelain. The one kilometre main platform is the country's longest and every year in October becomes what is probably the world's longest catwalk, for the South Island's main fashion show.  
An excellent tourist excursion service is the only train now using the station. Much of its ground floor is used as a restaurant, and the upper floor houses an art gallery and a sports hall of fame.
Visitors are welcome to view the exterior from the well kept grounds and wander inside to marvel at the ornate interiors

Some of the most spectacular views of Dunedin and the surrounding area can be enjoyed from the top of Mount Cargill. Rising 676 metres above sea level, it dominates the northern end of Dunedin. The views include the urban area of Dunedin and much of Otago's coastline - including the Otago Peninsula and Otago Harbour.  In Maori legend, the three peaks of Mount Cargill represent the petrified head, body and feet of a princess of an early Otakou tribe. The mountain was known to the Maori community as Kopuka-tau-mohoka. European settlers named the mount after the co-founder of the Otago settlement, Captain William Cargill.   The walk to the summit from Bethunes Gully passes through native forest and plantations, as well as an area near the summit with dense moss and fern cover under a low canopy. A thirty-minute side track takes in the fascinating Organ Pipes rock formation. This was formed by the cooling of lava that flowed across Mount Cargill during the last period of volcanic activity in the Dunedin area. The hot lava cooling against the cold rock caused powerful expansions and contractions. Slower cooling led to the shorter, thicker columns that are close to a perfect hexagonal shape.  Mount Cargill is about 15 kilometres north of Dunedin city. Allow three to four hours for the four kilometre walk. Although steep at times, the track is well formed and suitable for people of almost any fitness level. It is advisable to take warm clothing as the weather can change quickly near the summit.

Taieri Gorge Railway  AA Quality
Dunedin Railway Station, Anzac Square, Dunedin

A visit to Dunedin is not complete without a trip on the Taieri Gorge Railway – one of the world’s great train trips.  The train departs daily from downtown Dunedin into the rugged and spectacular Taieri Gorge. Marvel at the variety in landscapes as the train negotiates this narrow and exhilarating river gorge. We offer full commentary, sightseeing stops, friendly staff and a licensed snack bar car. This is an all weather trip not to be missed!  Travel between Dunedin and Queenstown via the Track & Trail train/coach tour connecting daily with the Taieri Gorge Railway. This off the beaten path tour is an awesome way to see some of New Zealand's most beautiful countryside   $77 Middlemarch  9:30 with sightseeing stops Arrive Middlemarch noon Depart Middlemarch 1  arrive Dunedin 3:25   Two large car parks are available for parking beside the railway station. These are pay and display parks which usually charge one nz dollar per hour. You should allow 20 mintues to park your car and purchase your tickets.
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Technical Information
The Line   The line is part of the now-closed Otago Central Railway of the New Zealand Government Railways (now Tranz Rail), which ran from Wingatui to Cromwell. Tranz Rail Ltd  have retained the first 4 km of the line from Wingatui as the Taieri Branch to serve local industry and the Taieri Gorge Railway owns the 60 kms of line from the  4 km  to Middlemarch at 64 km. Access to the Taieri Gorge Railway from Dunedin is over Tranz Rail tracks by a "running rights" agreement.  

Line - Single line throughout with passing loops at North Taieri, Parera, Hindon, Pukerangi and Middlemarch. There are also service sidings at Mt Allan, Hindon, Pukerangi and Middlemarch.  

Track Gauge - 1067 mm [3 ft 6 in] (New Zealand standard gauge).  

Maximum Speed - 50 km/h [30 mph] (due to the small radius curves)  

Tunnels - 10 in total. Some are brick lined throughout, others are lined at the portals only, depending on ground conditions.  
     Longest - No 2 at Salisbury, 437 m [1435 ft] long.  
     Shortest - No 7, Machine Creek, 55 m [180 ft] long.  

Bridges - There are 35 bridges between Wingatui and Middlemarch. Some are only a few metres long, the largest is the Wingatui Viaduct. This spans 197.5 m [659 ft] across Mullock Gully and is 47 m [154 ft] above the stream bed. The major bridges (or viaducts) are of wrought iron, riveted lattice work construction on masonry piers.  

Communications - Telephones system on overhead pole line between Wingatui and Middlemarch, with a link to the Dunedin Railway Station  

Buildings - The original station buildings still stand at Sutton and Middlemarch, which also has its goods shed intact. Several "gangers" shelter huts of various ages can be seen along the line.  

The Locomotives   The Taieri Gorge Railway owns 6 diesel-electric locomotives, all ex NZ Railways. 

Monarch Wildlife Cruises  AA Quality
Corner Wharf & Fryatt Streets, Central Dunedin, Dunedin
Encounter albatross, penguins, seals and shags in their natural environment. Leave the road to experience more, see more and discover Dunedin's beautiful harbour and environs. Daily excursions lasting from 1 hour to 10 hours. Double New Zealand Tourism Award winner. 
"Monarch's" longer excursions encompass: pick up service from central Dunedin accommodation, a harbour cruise, geological and cultural features, wading birds and a choice of at least one guided land tour. Land tour may include scenic Otago Peninsula drive, Larnach Castle, NZ Marine Studies Centre, Yellow Eyed Penguin Reserve and Royal Albatross Centre. One hour cruises depart Wellers Rock on Otago Peninsula.   Northern Royal Albatross, blue penguins, terns, petrels, fur seals and more. In addition to this teeming wildlife you could also see other types of albatross, sea-lions, dolphins and whales while close offshore, flocks of Sooty Shearwaters feed among other shearwaters, mollymawks and many other pelagic species. See yellow-eyed penguins up close.   take a One Hour Cruise, Half Day Cruise/Tour option or a Full Day Premier Peninsula Package.

 Otago Peninsula

Flanking the southern edge of Dunedin's extensive harbour, Otago Peninsula is high and rugged on the ocean side; warm and sheltered on the harbour side. Volcanic in origin, the peninsula is part of the crater wall of a large, long-extinct volcano. As a scenic drive, Otago Peninsula is spectacular. Beginning at Vauxhall, you can follow the coastal road past small settlements and beaches to Taiaroa Head, where there's an albatross colony. Other attractions near Taiaroa Head include the fur seals at Pilots Beach and sea lions on Te Rauone Beach.  The southern side of Otago Peninsula is high and rugged. Walking tracks lead to cliff lookouts, beaches, penguin nesting areas and seal colonies.   At Victory Beach there's a Egyptian-looking rock formation known locally as "The Pyramids"; at Allans Beach you might see yellow-eyed penguins, fur seals and sea lions.   From Portobello you can return to Dunedin via Highcliff Road, which winds along the ridge of the peninsula. Take a detour down Sandy Mount Road to find The Chasm and Lovers Leap; you can also walk to see three historic lime kilns that were in use from the 1860s until 1938. Sealpoint Road, another detour, leads to Seal Point and the track to Sandfly Bay (named for sand flying off the giant dunes rather than biting insects). Larnach Castle is also
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Evening Tour
A 2½ hours personalised wildlife tour, off road, to view seals, New Zealand sea lions, Yellow Eyed penguins, and other bird life. The scenery is superb. Everything is totally natural. Out at Cape Saunders the tour goes off road to view Seals, New Zealand Sea Lions and Yellow Eyed Penguins, which breed on and frequent our coastline. The coastline scenery is magnificent and you can also get an insight into farming in New Zealand. Everything on this tour is totally natural and designed so that none of the nature is disturbed by our presence. The off road experience is exhilarating and the views spectacular.

Contact:Sam and Christine Neill   Phone / Fax 03 478 0878      Allans Beach, No 2 R.D.,   Dunedin. New Zealand.
e-mail: sport-neill@xtra.co.nz     www.samsoffroadtours.com   50 p/p
Nature’s Wonders  - Argo vehicle   Perry and Tracey Reid  Taiaroa Head, Otago,  0800 246 446 natureswonders@xtra.co.nz
PENGUIN PLACE, Otago Peninsula, Dunedin, New Zealand
Welcome to Penguin Place, home of the Yellow-eyed Penguin Conservation Reserve, 
New Zealand's multi-Award Winner  This conservation project is entirely financed through guided tours and we would like to thank you for your interest. In the following text you will find information about the Yellow-eyed Penguin and the reserve.
This conservation project was established in 1985 by Howard McGrouther when there were only 8 breeding pairs of Yellow Eyed Penguins. In the summer of 2006, we have had 19 pairs breeding in the colony making this a medium sized breeding colony on the South Island. We will take you on a guided tour through the colony for some close-up viewing of the birds. Covered trenches and observation huts will hide us so the penguins will not be frightened and we can observe them going about their daily business unperturbed by our presence.

TOUR INFORMATION
Tour Duration is 90 minutes 
All tours are guided in small groups of up to 15 people 
Large groups can be accommodated by pre-booking 
Summer (October - March)
Tours depart every 30 minutes from 10:15am
until 90 minutes prior to sunset 
Winter (April - September)
Tours depart every 30 minutes from 3:15pm until 4:45 
Reservations are essential

Contact Information:  Telephone: +64 3 478 0286    Harington Point Road, RD 2, Otago Peninsula.
website: http://www.penguinplace.co.nz
GENERAL PENGUIN INFO:

Yellow-eyed Penguins (Megadyptes antipodes) were called Hoiho ("noise-shouter") by the Maori. They are 65 - 70cm tall, the third tallest penguin and weigh between 5 and 6 kg. They can reach the age of 20 - 25 years (oldest known penguin was 32 years) but average life expectancy is closer to 12 - 15 years. Yellow-eyed Penguins gain their names from their yellow iris and the characteristic yellow head band. They only live in New Zealand and they are one of the rarest penguins in the world with a total population of about 4000-5000 individuals. About one-quarter of these live on the east coast of the South Island and Stewart Island. Most of them live on Campbell and Auckland Islands, about 600 km to the south. The Yellow-eyed Penguin is different from other penguins in many aspects of its biology and it is the only penguin species that does not become tame. They originally nested in the coastal forest, but their distribution is now restricted to forest remnants and coastal shrubs after extensive logging during the last 150 years. Yellow-eyed Penguins gain their names from their yellow iris and the characteristic yellow head band. They only live in New Zealand and they are one of the rarest penguins in the world with a total population of about 4000-5000 individuals. About one-quarter of these live on the east coast of the South Island and Stewart Island. Most of them live on Campbell and Auckland Islands, about 600 km to the south. The Yellow-eyed Penguin is different from other penguins in many aspects of its biology and it is the only penguin species that does not become tame. They originally nested in the coastal forest, but their distribution is now restricted to forest remnants and coastal shrubs after extensive logging during the last 150 years.  Females become sexually mature at two years and males at three years of age. Both sexes stay fertile until their death and as far as known they breed every year. The pairs are faithful to each other when breeding is successful, but the odd "divorce" does occur (about 7% per year). Each pair holds a large territory around the nest site that is defended very aggressively against intruders. Two eggs are normally laid in the second half of September and both parents share the six-week incubation period equally. The chicks start hatching at the beginning of November and the parents will feed them for three and a half months. On fledging in February, the chicks become independent and are then called juveniles.
Juveniles  They can easily be distinguished from adults by their lack of the yellow head band and their gray iris. After leaving their parents they spend 3 - 4 months at sea learning how to fish and little is known about their whereabouts. About one in three chicks survive the first few months and about half of these will end up breeding. In June, the first ones will be seen ashore again and juveniles will visit many colonies along the coastline in the following months. One year after fledging they moult for the first time and develop the characteristic yellow head band and the yellow iris . . . they are now considered adults.

Moult  All penguins have to moult once a year. Juvenile and non-breeding Yellow-eyed Penguins start their moult in February, the breeding adults will follow suit in March and April after their chicks have left for sea. Old feathers are replaced with new ones during this four-week period and the penguins have to stay out of the water during this time because their plumage is not water resistant. They are thus fasting for the four weeks living off the extra body fat they have accumulated in anticipation of the moult. They will start the moult weighing between 7 and 8kg, by the end of the moult they have lost half their body weight. Penguin feathers become water resistant when the bird stimulates the oil gland at the base of their tail and distributes the oil over the whole body.

Voice  The Maori named the Yellow-eyed Penguin the Hoiho meaning the "noise shouter". Their ?ecstatic display? call can be ear-piercing close-up and they use their voices for recognition, territorial claims, courting and threatening. Their monosyllabic inquiry call is also easily recognised.

Senses   The eyes are the best sense in penguins and a membrane enables sharp vision underwater and in air. Their hearing ability is good but their sense of smell is of little importance.

Food  Daily foraging trips usually alone or in pairs take the penguins between 5 and 25 km off the coast. They leave the colony at sun-rise and usually return every evening, but they can stay out over night. Maximum diving depth recorded was 123 m, but the average dive is to about 50 m. Dives are short (2-5 minutes) but continuous with only a few seconds on the surface for a breath of air. They eat mainly sprat, juvenile red cod and also squid, usually between 15 and 25cm long (the record stands at a 35cm blue cod). All prey is swallowed head first and regurgitated to feed the chicks.    Tour Duration is 90 minutes Reservations are essentialAll tours are guided in small groups of up to 15 people  Tours depart every 30  minutes from 10:15am until 90 minutes prior to sunset 

Telephone    +64 3 478 0286   Harington Point Road, RD 2, Otago Peninsula.
Royal Albatross Centre  AA Quality
Taiaroa Head, Otago Peninsula, Dunedin
The Royal Albatross Centre at Taiaroa Head is the only mainland breeding ground of albatross in the world! It is just a 50 minute drive from the Dunedin City Centre. Experience the exhilaration of having a huge Northern Royal Albatross with a three-metre wingspan glide effortlessly and silently near you. A guided tour with one of our experienced guides offers viewing of these magnificent birds. The world class visitors centre welcomes you year round and offers superb educational displays on the albatross & many of the other species present at Taiaroa Head (NZ fur seals, blue penguins, spotted shags, royal spoon bills to name a few).

Telephone +64 3 478-0499 • Fax +64 3 478-0575 • email reservations@albatross.org.nz 
or call free within New Zealand 0800 528 767

	Albatross Tour 

	Tour duration: 60 minutes Spectacular Albatross viewing from the Richdale Observatory including the introductory "Attenborough" video and albatross breeding cycle information.  Prices valid until September 2008   Adult $30• Child $15• Family $75
	

	Fort Taiaroa Tour

	Tour duration: 30 minutes  The Fort Taiaroa guided tour takes you back into New Zealand's colonial past. It covers the Maori and European occupation of the headland with a visit to 'Fort Taiaroa,' underground fortifications beneath the Albatross Colony. Walk through the underground tunnels to the 1886 Armstrong Disappearing Gun that is still in working order.  This was established to counter the anticipated threat of invasion from Tsarist Russia.  Prices adult $15
	

	Unique Taiaroa Tour

	Combines the Royal Albatross and Fort Taiaroa Tours. Tour duration: 90 minutes 
This combination tour is a rewarding experience. This guided tour takes 90 minutes and includes the introductory "Attenborough" video, albatross breeding cycle information, Colony viewing from the Richdale Observatory then through the tunnels beneath the colony to Fort Taiaroa and the 1886 Armstrong Disappearing Gun.

Prices valid until September 2008
Adult $35
	


Larnach Castle  AA Quality   Camp Road, Otago Peninsula, Dunedin
Larnach Castle, New Zealand's only Castle, offers an insight into Victorian Culture. Built from 1871, by William Larnach, Merchant Banker and Politician, Larnach Castle showcases master craftsmanship, New Zealand Antiques and the style of Victorian living.   Learn about Larnach's three wives, six children... and eventual scandalous suicide in Parliament Buildings.  Beautifully restored and interestingly interpreted by the Barker family who have owned and cared for the Castle since 1967. 
Castle self-guided tour
Entry to Castle including the tower, cafe in the ballroom, gift shop, Castle gardens, grounds, historic stable and Castle outbuildings.
Informative brochure provided. Plus garden maps
Open 9am - 5pm daily except Christmas day.
Castle including grounds entry price - until 30 September 2008 - $25.00
New Zealand Marine Studies Centre  AA Quality
Hatchery Road, Portobello, Otago Peninsula
From seaweed and shellfish to sharks and seabirds, the marine environment of southern New Zealand is rich and diverse.  The New Zealand Marine Studies Centre rolls back the tide to introduce the secrets of the Southern Ocean to visitors. Peek inside a shark egg, get up close to an octopus or try eating seaweed!  Pigfish, seahorses, and octopus are some of the special animals showcased in the Aquarium. Help feed the fish or take a look behind the scenes with knowledgeable staff.  Guided shore walks, harbour cruises, slide shows and other unique group programmes are available to complete your marine experience.  Noon – 4:30 $9   Guided tour 10:30 $18
Port Chalmers 

Port Chalmers is situated on the northern shore of Otago Harbour. It functions as a deep water port for Otago and serves as a base for commercial fishing. New Zealand’s first shipment of frozen meat for the London market left Port Chalmers in 1882; the last Antarctic expedition led by Captain R. F. Scott sailed from Port Chalmers on 28 November 1910. Something of an artists’ colony today, Port Chalmers has a several galleries and a small seafaring museum. This area is popular for salmon and trout fishing from October to April. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 1400  A delightful 15-minute drive around the northern shore of Otago Harbour leads to the town of Port Chalmers.  This deep water port has strong historical ties to the European settlement of the Otago area. Founded in 1844, the early wooden buildings were soon replaced with brick and stone as the wealth of the Otago gold rush began to flow. Many of these early sturdy homes remain, forming part of the bohemian charm of this seaside town.
In 1882, the first frozen meat exports from New Zealand left through Port Chalmers. This trade continues today through the adjacent modern container terminal. Several early Antarctic expeditions left from Port Chalmers, and there remains a memorial to Captain Scott, whose 1901 and 1910 expeditions departed from here.   Something of an artists' colony today, Port Chalmers has several galleries and a small seafaring museum. The museum is housed in the original 1877 stone post office building. It has a maritime collection and a settlers' collection, telling the stories of early pioneers and many port characters who have lived here over the years.  
Today, the township is a popular weekend excursion for locals. The harbourside setting, intriguing galleries and relaxing eateries, all within easy walking distance of each other, make for a great day out. 

Mosgiel  12 minutes from Dunedin
Mosgiel is part of Dunedin, but separated from the city by hills. It takes its name from Mossgiel in Ayrshire, the farm of poet Robbie Burns, who was the uncle of one of Dunedin’s founders. Mosgiel’s history is interwoven with the wool products industry. It no longer has a woollen mill, but it’s home to one of New Zealand’s largest agricultural research institutes. As an important service town for the Taieri Plains farming community, Mosgiel has a wide selection of retail and service businesses. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 10,000,
Tunnel Beach Walkway
Off the Dunedin to Brighton coastal road 

For centuries the great southern ocean and its salt-laden wind have sculpted the sandstone coastline south of Dunedin. The outcome is a line of high cliffs, arches and headlands that provide endless vantage points for breathtaking views as the ocean continues its relentless artistry.
Tunnel Beach, just two kilometres south of Dunedin, draws its name from a passage that was hand carved in the 1870s through a rock promontory to allow access to a secluded and sheltered beach at the base of the cliffs. The Tunnel Beach Walkway is an easy one hour return walk - although there's obviously a bit of a climb involved. The walk is at its best around low tide.  
As well as the spectacular long distance scenery, there are close-to-hand discoveries to be made within the rock along the way. Careful examination will reveal shell fragments and possibly a fossil, such as a brachiopod shell or echinoderm (sea urchin), or even bones of an extinct whale. At the top of the tunnel and on the promontories, the rock supports tenacious plant species, such as spleenwort, that happily exist in the absence of soil.  Tunnel Beach is located off the Dunedin to Brighton coastal road. The track starts from the car park at the seaward end of Green Island Bush Road, off Blackhead Road. Public transport is available. The walkway is closed for lambing from 20 August to 20 October. 
Karitane  The small seaside settlement of Karitane, set in rolling country near the mouth of the Waikouaiti River, is a popular holiday retreat for Dunedin people. Karitane is renowned for its scenic beauty, golden beach, tranquil environment, and Maori and European history. It was the location of a pre-European Maori kaik (undefended village); close by is the site of Huriawa Pa, a fortified Maori village strategically set on a rock promontory above the coast. European sealers and whalers began to arrive as early as the 1820s and a whaling station was established at Karitane in 1837.
Today, Karitane is a base for various ocean activities, including kayaking and fishing charters. A walk along the beach and the walkways of the Huriawa Penninsula will often provide encounters with fur seals or sea lions, as well as the wide range of sea birds.  To the keen surfer, the Dunedin coast offers uncrowded beaches with plenty of beach breaks. There is a consistent swell, white sand and clear waters. Karitane is described as Dunedin's 'big wave' spot - not for the inexperienced surfer.  The name Karitane is linked with pioneering pediatrician and psychiatrist Sir Truby King, who worked at the nearby Seacliff Asylum. King was the founder of the Royal New Zealand Plunket Society, which established numerous neonatal institutes known throughout the country as Karitane Hospitals, starting in Dunedin in 1907. Plunket, as the society is affectionately known, has been a positive and supporting network for generations of New Zealand parents.  
Karitane is 5 minutes drive off State Highway 1, just 35 kilometres north of Dunedin's city centre. 
Dunedin to Christchurch 

Driving distance: 363 km / 226 miles  By Road and Sea  Driving: Approx 5h15m 

 Dunedin – Omaru  119 km (74 miles)   Approximately 1.5 hours 

Oamaru has a population of around 12,000 and an impressive heritage. Many of the elegant historic buildings were made from the local sandstone. Visit the Harbour-Tyne area - the best-preserved collection of historic commercial buildings in New Zealand. You should also check out the penguin colony, the museum and the pretty public gardens  Your journey north is flavoured with history. Totara Estate Centennial Park, where you can see restored 1860s farm buildings. Clark’s Mill is next - a limestone flourmill built in 1866. You could pick up some interesting, ancient stones on the beach at Hampden before visiting the mysterious spherical boulders at Moeraki. The town of Palmerston has a museum devoted to the region’s Scottish past.
Moeraki Boulders Omaru
At Moeraki, 40 kilometres south of Oamaru, huge spherical boulders are scattered along the beach. Others can be seen emerging from the sandstone cliffs. Each boulder weighs several tonnes and is up to two metres high.  According to Maori legend, the boulders are gourds washed ashore from the great voyaging canoe Araiteuru when it was wrecked upon landfall in New Zealand hundreds of years ago.  Scientists explain the boulders as calcite concretions formed about 65 million years ago. Crystallization of calcium and carbonates around charged particles gradually formed the boulders in a pearl-like process that took as long as four million years. The soft mudstone containing the boulders was raised from the seabed around 15 million years ago; waves, wind and rain are excavating them one by one.  The viewing platform, just a few minutes walk through regenerating native forest, offers an excellent view of the boulders. If you're lucky, you might also see Hector's dolphins playing in the waves. 

Spying on the Little Blue Penguins Omaru
Blue penguins are found right around the coast of New Zealand and southern Australia, but none closer to human activity than in Oamaru. The birds nest right around the harbour area and the Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony offers a unique opportunity for you to observe the world's smallest penguin arriving home from their day at sea and returning to their nests. Each evening, groups of blue penguins gather offshore and wait for dark. Just after dark, they swim ashore below the viewing stands. They quickly climb the steep bank, before resting a while at the top. When they are ready, they cross the parade area and head towards their nest sites, often to be greeted by mates or hungry chicks.

Harbour & Tyne Historic Precinct Omaru 
The Harbour & Tyne Historic Precinct was the original commercial district of Oamaru. The grand, highly decorated buildings were built from locally quarried limestone - Oamaru whitestone, as it is called. Today the area is recognised as having New Zealand's most complete collection of Victorian buildings. As you walk around the streets you'll notice the Scottish Society Hall (1864), the Criterion Hotel (1877), Smith's Grain Store (1882) and the ornate Harbour Board offices. In keeping with the Victorian theme, various interesting businesses operate in the precinct including a bookbinder, a cobbler and curio shops. Locals in Victorian dress, or even riding a penny farthing bike, are not unusual here.

Sunday is a special day in the precinct. A produce and craft market operates from an old woolstore and a vintage steam train provides 30 minute joy rides.

Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony  AA Quality
Waterfront Road, Oamaru

The Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony provides you with the perfect opportunity to watch blue penguins as they return from a day at sea. You will see them, climb the steep and make their way inland to their burrows. Just only 5 minutes from the town centre by car.

Oamaru is the easiest place in NZ for people to see blue penguins close and view them. The local penguin population is approximately 3,000 birds and growing steadily. They nest in the harbour area and coastline. Since the natural nesting site is a burrow or any kind of whole, blue penguins use the nest boxes provided by the Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony. Eco-tourism at it's best.  $15[image: image76.png]weLcron &

@ oAMARY
WANS@ECK 5 1
i [ Hisronic SOUTH
7 || PRECINCT PACIFIC
OCEAN
OAMARU
HARBOUR

OAMARU BLUE PENGUIN COLONY



 

[image: image77.jpg]


 

Whitestone Cheese Company
3 Torridge Street, Oamaru 

New Zealand's leading specialist handmade cheese producer. View the cheese make room from the self guided viewing gallery, sample from the unique selection of handcrafted award-winning cheeses. These include soft-ripened and semi-soft sheep and cows milk varieties, including the 2006 Champion of Champions award winner Windsor Blue. Enjoy the excellent food, superb coffee, and local wines. Factory direct cheese sales available. Licensed 7 days. 

of the central South Island, there is a place touched by a kind of magic that can’t be found anywhere else in the world. It’s in the air, the water, the pastures and the ancient white rock that inspired the name of Whitestone. The subtle flavours that belong to Whitestone reflect the quality of the land, grass and water that give them birth. Clear, clean and tangy – a reflection of the windswept coast, and the powerful hills that frame a landscape of green serenity.  We trust you enjoy our cheese as much as we enjoyed making it. Corner Torridge and Humber St, Oamaru, North Otago  9 -5:30

Oamaru - Timaru 
80 km (50 miles)  Approximately 1 hour  Road Conditions: State Highway 
Timaru is a small but beautifully formed city. The historic walk will introduce you to many of the old buildings. Enjoy the boutique brewery, botanic gardens and the park at Caroline Bay, which has an aviary and a maze. Timaru also has the third largest public art gallery in the South Island and an excellent museum.   River crossings are a feature of the journey south. If you enjoy fly fishing, you could make this trip last a long time. Just beyond the town of Hook, take a detour to Waimate to see the museum and an original thatched cottage – it was made from a single tree. In summer the Waimate District is overflowing with delicious berry fruits.

Timaru - Ashburton 
77 km (48 miles)  Approximately 1 hour   Road Conditions: State Highway

Ashburton is a large town that serves the local rural community. It sits between the Rakaia and Rangitata rivers, so fly fishing is the local obsession. Ashburton also has about six museums and some excellent craft galleries. The skifields of Mt Hutt are an easy drive from here.  Your trip south is straight and flat. It’s worth taking the loop road to Geraldine to visit the gourmet cheese factory and vintage car museum. Rafting in the Rangitata Gorge is another possibility. Just before Timaru you’ll drive into Temuka, a town that produces high quality pottery – look for the factory shop if you’d like a useful souvenir. 

Ashburton - Christchurch 

The route to Christchurch is about as straight and flat as roads get in New Zealand. On a clear day, the Southern Alps provide outstanding scenery. The town of Rakaia sits on the southern side of the Rakaia River, and it’s ‘the salmon capital of New Zealand’. The Rakaia bridge spans 1.8 kilometres of one of the world's best examples of a 'braided' river system.  Ashburton, which sits between the Rakaia and Rangitata rivers, is a large town that serves the local rural community. It has about six museums and some excellent craft galleries. Trout fishing is the local obsession, and the skifields of Mt Hutt are an easy drive away.

Christchurch 
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The South Island’s largest city, Christchurch is an entertaining mixture of refined lifestyle and cultural excitement. The tranquil Avon River meanders through the city, historic buildings house a lively arts community and restored trams make it easy for visitors to get around. The first four ships arrived from England to settle Christchurch in 1850, and their legacy lives on in the city’s grand heritage buildings and stately parks. Visit historic sites, museums and art galleries, and enjoy the highly developed restaurant scene. For an unforgettable scenic experience, travel up the Christchurch gondola or go punting on the Avon River. 
Functional facts: Approx. population 317,000
Cathedral Square

Cathedral Square is the urban heart of Christchurch. As its name suggests, it's directly in front of the city's most famous cathedral - Christ Church.   The cathedral was designed in the gothic revival style by prominent English architect Sir George Gilbert Scott. Although its foundation stone was laid in 1864, construction wasn't complete until 1904. The timber was sourced from Banks Peninsula - over 50,000 pieces of matai and totara were used in the roof alone. The stone was sourced from Castle Hill in the Canterbury high country, from Amberly in North Canterbury and from the nearby Port Hills. Open every day, Christ Church welcomes visitors. For a small charge you can climb the Cathedral Tower and enjoy the amazing views of the central city.  
For many years Cathedral Square was a busy road intersection, but today much of it is closed to traffic. Several large hotels are situated around the perimeter of the square and there's an information centre opposite the cathedral. Regularly, you'll hear the rattle and "ding ding" of an approaching tram. The Christchurch Tramway plies a circular route around the city's major highlights - you can jump on one of the restored historic trams at any time and buy tickets from the driver

The Antarctic Attraction AAQuality
38 Orchard Road, Christchurch Airport

The award-winning International Antarctic Centre is located right next to Christchurch International Airport. Experience Antarctica in a fun, all weather environment. Experience Antarctic conditions with audiovisual and touch screen technology. Feel "genuine" Antarctic wind chill in the Snow & Ice Experience. Ride the exciting genuine Antarctic Hagglund all-terrain vehicle over an adventure course designed to replicate travelling conditions in Antarctica. The International Antarctic Centre offers exclusive Antarctic and New Zealand-made product in The Antarctic Shop and delicious meals and snacks in the Cafe and Bar.  9 – 7:00  $30  - combo with Hagglund ride 48

At the Antarctic Attraction our aim is to re-create the atmosphere and environment of Antarctica, providing visitors with an interactive, fun and exciting experience of the "Great White South". For most people this will be the closest they will be able to come to experiencing this continent. We invite you to explore a selection of the Attraction's features

Visitors are captivated as the four seasons of Antarctica unfold within a stunning 6 minute sound and light show. Feel the chill of winter and watch the beautiful sunsets marking the arrival of autumn before three months of total darkness

Step into the warm interior of our own 'Scott Base' and discover life down on the Ice with exhibits provided by the New Zealand Antarctic Programme. "Today from Antarctica", our touch screen photographic diary, brings you magnificent images from this beautiful wilderness at the bottom of the world, updated daily by direct download from a staffmember at Scott Base.

By far the most popular feature in our indoor attraction, this custom-built polar room contains real snow & ice made on site by our very own snowmakers! Maintaining a constant temperature of a chilling -5 degrees celsius, the Snow & Ice Experience is great fun for all ages. Slide down an icy slope, shelter in the ice cave, brave the wind chill machine at -18 degrees celsius, or get 'exchillarated' in the 'Antarctic Storm'. Complete with stunning lighting, authentic storm audio and 40 km/h winds, the Antarctic Storm blows every 30 minutes. 

Warm jackets and overshoes are provided. The Snow & Ice Experience and Antarctic Storm are a must for all visitors, especially those who have never seen snow before! A great photo opportunity!

The Gallery area is packed full of informative displays showcasing modern-day Antarctica, including the Antarctic Treaty and it's member nations, the impact of humans on the continent, the flora and fauna ecosystems and Antarctica's effect on the globe. Our Gallery area encourages 'touching' of most of the exhibits to ensure visitors experience Antarctica in a fun and interactive way. 

The Antarctic marine environment is one of the richest on earth; our Aquarium displays some of the actual specimens from the Antarctic ocean floor in McMurdo Sound.

The Campsite   Visitors can explore a replica Antarctic field camp. This campsite provides great photo opportunities as visitors dress up in survival clothing, sit astride a 'skidoo' or pose by a polar tent backdropped by an impressive ice vista 
"The Great White South" Audio Visual Show  Visitors conclude their flow through the indoor attraction with a 14 min sound and light show in our audio-visual theatre. This stunning audio visual is simply majestic, captivating its audience and leaving visitors with a moving experience of "having been there". 

Hagglund Ride 

	


Click for Enlargement


Climb aboard the amazing Hagglund, our Antarctic all-terrain amphibian vehicle! Buckle up and experience travelling across wild Antarctic terrain in this unique and exciting machine! 

This adventure ride, set amidst a working Antarctic Campus, is the only one of its type in the world. It follows in the footsteps of modern day Antarctic adventurers and showcases both the challenging terrain of Antarctica and the amazing capabilities of the Hagglund vehicle which enable it to function in such demanding conditions. 

	


Click for Enlargement


The outdoor adventure course is designed to put the Hagglund through its paces in a fun but very safe environment. Visitors buckle up before they are taken out on an exhilarating ride over mounds, up and over a steep hill, across a crevasse, speeding across open ground, and idling through a pool of water to show off the vehicle's amphibious capabilities. 

The Hagglund is the same tracked vehicle used in Antarctica by most of the current Antarctic Programmes based down on the Ice, including those of the United States and New Zealand. Aside from having had minor modifications to ensure safety and comfort (such as air-conditioning, seatbelts and access steps), the Hagglund vehciles in our fleet remain in the same condition and sporting the same features as you would find in working Hagglunds currently being used in Antarctica today.  
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The end result is a highly authentic and exhilarating ride of approximately 15 minutes in duration, with the Hagglund driver also giving an entertaining commentary through an onboard intercom system. The Hagglund ride adds an element of excitement to you visit and provides visitors with an authentic "Antarctic thrill" that is not to be missed. 

Most visitors opt to visit the indoor attraction AND take a Hagglund ride. The best value ticket to do both is called the Combo ticket. 

Schedule 

· Each ride takes 15 minutes including a pre-ride safety brief and time afterwards for photos and a chat with the driver 

· We run 3 rides each hour 

· At peak times (such as school vacations) busy summer periods and on demand for pre-booked groups we will be operating up to four Hagglunds at the same time so nobody will be disappointed!  

Willowbank Wildlife Reserve Limited AAQuality
60 Hussey Road, Harewood

20 minutes from Christchurch, you'll find a world of fascination and knowledge. 
Willowbank is your opportunity to experience New Zealand wildlife and the delicate balance of this country's natural history. 
Be a part of our unique native wildlife, make friends with our farm animals and see how introduced pests have influenced our bio diversity.
Grab a coffee and something to eat from our café or stay into the evening and visit Ko Tane - the Maori Experience, followed by a Taste New Zealand dinner in our award winning Visitors Centre. Browse our souvenir / gift shop and select from our extensive range of clothing, jewellery, cosmetics and much more.

Open daily 10am - dusk. Guided tours
Kiwi viewing from 10.30am until closing

Your trip to New Zealand will not be complete without seeing the kiwi bird. At Willowbank our kiwis are housed in an open & natural enclosure allowing you incredible viewing. After dark the breeding pairs can be viewed outside under the stars.  The kiwi area covers an outdoor open area and is home to several breeding pairs of kiwi. Rarely seen during the day, these birds are very active at night-time and readily viewed under the lights. The juvenile kiwi can be viewed in a huge nocturnal house. At any one time there are 8 to 10 birds in this area. These are North Island Brown Kiwi that have been bred at Willowbank.   Other native birdlife includes Paradise Duck, Keas, Brown Teal, Blue Duck, Moorpork, Antipodean Island Parakeet   SENIOR $18  COMBO Price below with KoTANE

Night time in Willowbank 

Willowbank is open every night except for Christmas Night and New Years Eve with a range of experiences available including Guided tours with kiwi viewing, Maori Cultural Performances and a Taste NZ Buffet Dinner.

Kiwi Night Tours
At night, you'll be enchanted by our guided wildlife viewing tour through the 'New Zealand Experience' and delighted by the extensive display of native and introduced birds and animals that make up New Zealand's wildlife. 

As you wander through the native bush like setting our guides will explain the unique stories of our fauna and flora. Be captivated by the ponds of giant Trout and Salmon, a walk through the massive 'Alpine' aviaries, which house the world's only 'mountain parrot' - the Kea, while tunnels and caves make this an area of constant surprise. 

Of course the highlight of your trip will be New Zealand's elusive national symbol - the Kiwi bird. At Willowbank, we don't hide our Kiwis away behind a glass wall. Instead, they are in an open and natural enclosure. 

New Zealand Kiwi birds can be viewed from 10.30am through to 10pm each day, all year round. You can visit our Kiwi friends in New Zealand's largest nocturnal house - during daylight. If you visit in the evening, they may be viewed outside under the stars (a world first). Either way this is a unique experience and our emphasis is on creating a natural environment. 

A large amount of NZ Wildlife is either nocturnal or semi- nocturnal which makes for great evening viewing

This area also provides your guests with the opportunity to see some of New Zealand's other nocturnal wildlife, such as Silverbellied Eels, Possums, Wood Pigeons and the endangered Blue Whistling Duck as well as our very intelligent alpine parrot, the kea.

Along with the Nocturnal House other features of this guided tour are:

Eel Pond
The Eel Pond holds up to 70 short finned eels that range in weight up to 25 kilograms. Eels travel to the central Pacific Ocean to breed and the hatching babies drift back on the currents to New Zealand, where they return to the same river systems that their mother came from, as glass eels or elvers. They are very long lived, and large land locked females can be at least as old as 70-80 years. 

Alpine Aviary
A huge walk through aviary containing largely birds from the alpine regions. King of them is the wonderful mountain parrot, the Kea. The drab olive green appearance is the perfect colouration for them, flashing a sunset of red and yellow colours under their wings when they fly. Even with their large hook-like beak, they are surprisingly gentle. Keas are well known as great characters, and often exhibit a sense of humour. Keas feed on a range of foods, including grubs, shoots, berries, nectar, etc, and are in rare instances can kill and eat other creatures such as baby petrels

Guests start their dining experience in an award-winning restaurant, acclaimed for its architecture and construction. With its floodlit views of surrounding wildlife and gardens, this very special environment has an ambience and atmosphere that is unsurpassed.

Location 

Willowbank is located within the Christchurch boundary just 5 minutes from Christchurch International Airport and 15 minutes from the central city. Willowbank provides convenient access when either arriving or departing from Christchurch Airport.

A convenient way of getting to and from Willowbank is the Christchurch Best Attractions Black Bus. This service continuously links Willowbank with other Christchurch Attractions, including the International Antarctic Centre, Christchurch Tramway and Christchurch Gondola, throughout the day. The Black Bus departs from Cathedral Square and tickets are available from the driver or the Christchurch and Canterbury Visitor Centre.

The Black Bus arrives/departs Willowbank throughout the day at: 
10.00, 11.30, 13.00, 15.00,  16.30, and 18.10 hours 

It leaves the city centre at:
9.30,11.00, 12.30, 14.30, 16.00, 17.30 hours
   

Other options: No 15 Bishopdale Bus departs from Colombo Street outside Ballantynes. There is a 2km walk from the bus stop at the corner of Gardiners & Sawyers Arms Roads.

For the Ko Tane Maori Cultural Experience in the evenings there is complimentary transport from the city centre and most central city hotels and motels. Please enquire on pick up times when booking.  


Contact Details
Willowbank Wildlife Reserve
60 Hussey Road (off Gardiners Road)
Christchurch, New Zealand
Phone: +64 3 359 6226
Fax: +64 3 359 6212
Email: info@willowbank.co.nz
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Ko Tane The Maori Experience AA Quality
60 Hussey Road, Harewood,
Come and discover Tane Mahuta the Maori God of the Forest and learn about a people who live in harmony with nature; see how our culture has grown and developed.. 
Ko Tane is a Maori Cultural Experience located at Willowbank Wildlife Reserve, Christchurch, New Zealand. Enjoy an authentic Maori cultural experience, where you'll be greeted with a traditional powhiri (greeting), treated to a cultural performance/show; and where you'll be able to explore our living village and wildlife reserve. You can also indulge yourself with a traditional (Hangi) dinner.   Nestled amongst the native trees and ferns and alongside New Zealand wildlife, Ko Tane grantees a real, up close and personal experience.  You'll be enchanted by the Main Land's (South Island) Premier Maori Cultural Experience in its natural surrounding and delighted by the extensive display of native, birds, animals and fish that make up New Zealand's Willowbank Wildlife Reserve. 

The Ko Tâne Experience consists of: 

· Maori Welcome (Powhiri) 

· Maori Cultural Performance 

· Guided tour of our Interactive Maori Village 

· Wildlife Night Tour 

· A Taste of New Zealand Dinner 

Welcome (Powhiri)
Be welcomed onto our Pa (village) with a powerful challenge by our fearsome warrior. Enter onto the Pa site with a haka powhiri of welcome. Hear the Maori chief welcome you in our native language. 

Cultural Performance and Entertainment
Relax and enjoy an informative interactive and joy-filled evening as our Maori people entertain you with unforgettable traditional dancing. Learn the haka or poi dance. Feel the emotions of our Waiata Aroha (love songs). 

Maori Village and Nature Tour
Learn and see how the Maori People existed before the arrival of European technology. See and learn the ancient arts of the Maori Hunter. Come face to face with some of the oldest animals and reptiles on the planet and the importance that they had on an ancient people. 

A Taste of New Zealand Cuisine
Try our Taste of New Zealand Dinner in Willowbank's award winning Restaurant. 

Operating Times
Shows and Tours operate daily, shows commence at 5.25pm, 6.25pm in summer and 6.25pm during the winter months (7.30pm special conditions apply). Bookings are essential as numbers/space are limited. 

Dress is casual. As this is an outdoor evening attraction, please wear something warm. 

Location
Ko Tâne is situated at Willowbank Wildlife Reserve, 60 Hussey Road, Christchurch, New Zealand. 

Willowbank Wildlife Reserve was born of a deep love and respect for animals. Let us introduce you to New Zealand's facinating and varied wildlife. Choose from daytime or evening experiences - either way, you're in for an exciting time.
	The Ko Tâne Maori Cultural Performance
Includes: Powhiri Greeting, Interactive Village Maori Cultural Performance (with free transport from selected locations)
	Adult: 
	$39.00

	
	Senior/Student: 
	$35.80

	
	Child U15: 
	$22.50

	
	Child U5: 
	Free

	


	The Ko Tâne Maori Experience, Reserve Entry and Guided Tour
Includes: Powhiri Greeting, Interactive Village, Maori Cultural Performance, Reserve Entry and Wildlife Tour (with free transport from selected locations)
	Adult: 
	$49.00

	
	Senior/Student: 
	$42.50

	
	Child U15: 
	$23.70

	
	Child U5: 
	Free

	


	The Ko Tâne Maori Experience
Includes: Powhiri Greeting, Interactive Village, Maori Cultural Performance, A Taste of New Zealand Dinner and Wildlife tour (with free transport from selected locations)
	Adult: 
	$89.00

	
	Senior/Student: 
	$82.70

	
	Child U15: 
	$52.50

	
	Child U10: 
	$39.20

	
	Child U5: 
	$10.50

	


	Show Times: Daily: 5.30pm & 6.30pm in summer & 6.30 only during winter months

Check in Times: Daily: 5.15pm & 6.15pm in summer & 6.15 only during winter months

A Taste of New Zealand Dinner - dining times: Daily: from 6.30pm 

Adult: (15 years old and over); Child: (5 years - 14 years inclusive)

Prices are in New Zealand Dollars, inclusive of GST and valid from 01 October 2007 to 30 September 2008


Tanks For Everything Ltd
980 McLeans Island Road

Come and experience the ultimate tank adventure - and the only place in New Zealand where you get to drive. Find out what it is like to drive a range of ex-military vehicles from the rugged jeep, 4x4 ferret scout car, amazing amphibious Hagglunds to the fully tracked 16 ton FV432 battle taxi or our biggest star the 52 ton Centurion Main Battle Tank.  After an initial safety briefing, one of our instructors will familiarise you with your vehicle. Under their supervision you will then take control of the vehicle on our purpose built track.  Vehicle rides are also available.    We are located just 10 minutes from Christchurch Airport   All our activities, except Tours and Rides days (which are advertised in advance), take place by prior arrangement. It is essential that you contact us in advance to book your preferred driving experience so that we can ensure staffing and vehicle availability.  Size restrictions apply to some vehicles. Wear clothes your don't mind getting dirty and wear suitable footwear. Overalls and helmets supplied. Due to the age and service requirements of our vehicles, substitutions may be made.  All driving experiences start with a guided tour of our vehicle fleet, where we'll explain the history and mechanical specifications of the vehicles, the design features and their service records. We'll also let you get inside for a really close look - this includes moving the gun on the tank. This tour generally takes about 45-60 minutes. Then its time to put on your camo overalls and helmet and head out to your chosen vehicle(s). After an initial safety briefing, one of our instructors will familiarise you with the vehicle you are going to drive. Under their supervision you will then take control of the vehicle(s) on our purpose built track. This driving part generally takes about 25-30 minutes per vehicle driven (with about 20 minutes actual driving time).  For those not wanting to drive or wanting to experience the vehicle from a different perspective, we also offer passenger rides, again these start with a guided tour followed by one of our friendly instructors taking you out for a lap of one of our tracks (this ride part generally takes about 15 minutes)
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	The Big Daddy of our fleet, the Centurion weighs a staggering 52 tons, has a huge 27 litre Rolls-Royce V12 engine producing 650bhp and torque to burn. You'll demolish any obstacles in your path as you roar through our course. Once you drive this bad boy, you'll be addicted!.

Individual drive price: $375
Individual ride price: $115 (minimum 2 people)


CanNZ Whalewatch
60 Winderemere Road, Papanui, Christchurch  Day tours or overnight tour to Kaikoura to see the Giant Sperm Whale.   Spectacular coastal scenery, fresh seafood picnic lunch with a knowledgeable Kiwi guide.   Options to ride part of the way on Coastal Pacific Train.
Option to do a farm tour for shearing and sheepdog demonstration in Kaikoura.  
View NZ Fur Seals.   Homemade picnic lunch of fresh salad, homemade bread, fresh fish from Kaikoura prepared in a stunning location on the coast.  11 hour return trip from Christchurch.
If the weather is at all doubtful we will happily change the schedule to another location if whale watching boat is not operating.

Christchurch to Picton 

Driving distance: 346 km / 215 miles  By Road and Sea  Driving: Approx 5h1m 

Blenheim AA372  Sunniest town in NZ AA375 Mudhouse village coffee shop (get coffee if wanted) Wine trail in town AA 378 Riverboat queen restaurant AA381 possible
Down the coast from Blenheim, a large shallow lake has ponds that develop a deepening pink colour during the summer months. At the same time, huge white mounds appear on the shore. What on earth is going on here?

This fascinating and rather alien landscape is the result of natural salt production. Seawater, fresh from the Pacific Ocean, is pumped into Lake Grassmere. Warm north-west winds blow across the exposed lake, evaporating water and increasing the concentration of salt. The very salty water is pumped into deep holding pens, then into shallow crystallisation ponds. As the water continues to evaporate, salt forms as a crust on the bottom of the ponds. The remaining water is pumped out and the dried salt is harvested, crushed, washed and moved by giant conveyor belts to form huge mounds of sparkling white crystals.

The pink to purple colour of the crystallisation ponds is caused by natural microscopic green algae that change to pink in the high salt concentration. The same phenomena gives the Red Sea its name. There are also small pink shrimps in the water that thrive in this salty environment.

Other salt works in the world are generally much closer to the equator, but Marlborough's abundance of warm north-westerly winds, long hours of sunshine and low summer rainfall provide the evaporation needed to extract salt from the sea at this latitude.  www.destinationmarlborough.com
Your journey takes you to Shannon – pause here to enjoy the owl sanctuary. The town of Levin is next – it has a thriving clothing industry and many factory shops. Two beautiful dune lakes are an easy detour from here. Offshore from Waikanae is Kapiti Island, a nature reserve for close encounters with rare birds. A car museum and gourmet cheese factory are other attractions in this area.
FERRY
Palmerston North - Wanganui - New Plymouth 
72 km (45 miles)
Approximately 1 hour
Road Conditions: State Highway 
One of New Zealand’s largest provincial cities, Palmerston North has an attractive historic heart. Many of the original stores built in the 1920s and 1930s have been restored and now function as boutiques, cafes and restaurants. Rose gardens and museums should also be on your agenda of things to see. 

On the short drive to Wanganui, you’ll enjoy refreshing farmland and river scenery. Pause in the town of Bulls if you’re interested in antiques. In nearby Marton, a maze is cut into a field of maize every summer. 

The picturesque river city of Wanganui has a long history. Take time to explore the restored heritage areas, then check out the various options for an expedition on the river. You can also take the tunnel and elevator to the top of Durie Hill, for commanding views of the city and surrounding countryside. A number of private gardens in and around Wanganui are open to visitors.
	


	Just south of New Plymouth, picturesque Lake Mangamahoe is an excellent destination for photographers who want great shots of Mount Taranaki. The best view of the mountain will be found at the far end of the lake. The lake's other attractions include geese, ducks, forest walks and mountain bike tracks.

Lake Rotokare, "the rippling lake" in Maori, is near Eltham. Set within a 212 hectare domain containing kahikatea, tawa, mahoe and rimu trees, the lake has an excellent walkway that starts at the car park. There are many birds to see, because the lake this is an important stopover for various migrating species. Allow approximately an hour and a half for the walk - a bit more if you want to photograph the fabulous birdlife.

In South Taranaki, Lake Rotorangi was formed when a hydro dam was built on the Patea River. It's 46 kilometres long, making it perfect for water skiing, kayaking and fishing (rainbow and brown trout).


New Plymouth - Waitomo Caves 

181 km (113 miles)
Approximately 2.25 hours
Road Conditions: State Highway 
The city of New Plymouth is known for its beautiful parks and gardens. Take a picnic to Pukekura Park to admire the rhododendrons. New Plymouth also has a strong arts focus, so check out the current exhibitions. The national park that surrounds Mt Taranaki has spectacular waterfalls and walkways to discover. 

Your journey begins with a procession of seaside villages. Whitecliffs Walkway is signposted – a fabulous hike if you have time. At Mokau or Awakino you can enjoy the wild beauty of the Tasman Sea before you drive eastward through a mixture of farmland, forest and rugged mountain country. Gateway to the Waitomo Caves is the rural town of Te Kuiti, which hosts NZ sheep shearing championships each year. 
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Waitomb Caves Village




Woodlyn Park 

1177 Waitomo Valley Road, RD7, Otorohanga, New Zealand 

Ph: +64 7 878 6666 

Fax: +64 7 878 8866 
The Waitomo Caves region is famous for its subterranean splendour. Beneath the surface of this ancient limestone region is a series of vast cave systems decorated with stalactites, stalagmites and glow-worms. Some caves open to the public, and are easy to walk through, others require specialised caving equipment. 

Below the hilly green pastures of the Waitomo region is a subterranean limestone landscape of caves, sinkholes and underground rivers. Once, many millions of years ago, this land was beneath the sea. The limestone was formed by the remains of marine animals, then boosted to the surface by tectonic activity. The name Waitomo comes from the Maori words wai (water) and tomo (hole).

The hundreds of caves in this region have been carved out of the limestone by underground streams. Many of the caves have amazing speleotherms created as water seeps through the limestone to drip off the cave ceilings. Stalactites grow down from the ceiling and stalagmites grow up from the cave floor. If they join together they are called columns or pillars and where they spiral around they are called helicti. 

Some caves also have stunning glowworm displays. The New Zealand glowworm (Arachnocampa luminosa) is the larval stage of a flying insect. Its bright blue light attracts tiny flying insects into a curtain of sticky threads. 

Above ground you can see fascinating layered limestone rock forms. A walkway that beings opposite the Waitomo Museum of Caves leads through farmland where you'll see sculptured rocks and strange fluted outcrops. 

There are various ways to see the sights below the ground. You can walk through some of the caves along well formed paths and stairways. Others present you with the challenge of abseiling, followed by a classic caving experience complete with headlamp. You can also crawl, swim and float through caves – an experience known as 'blackwater rafting'.

Billy Black’s Kiwi Culture Show

Woodlyn Parks NZ Sheep Shearing Farm Show, near Waitomo Caves is the New Zealand experience of a life time! See our pioneer history combined with a farm show. New Zealand's first Kiwi Culture Show with audience participation, see sheep shearing, bush animals, the kiwi bear and the dancing pig.   This show has it all!  As the Lonely Planet say's "this is one helluv'a show". 

A unique farm show not to be missed at Woodlyn Park, only minutes away from Waitomo Caves. Stay on sight in our World Unique Motels, a true Kiwi farm stay only 2 minutes from Waitomo Caves, Blackwater Rafting and Waitomo Adventures. 

Hosted by the legendary "Billy Black" or one of his team, will leave you in fits of laughter as you watch or even participate in anything from log sawing & log explosions to helping shear the sheep. 

Animals from the bush including a kiwi bear and a dancing pig.   Farm animals and working sheep dogs on a farming scene complete this unique story.
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YOU CAN:

[image: image88.png]


Light the fuse to explode a log
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Help shear a sheep
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Team up and saw a log
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Experience sheep dogs working
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See the Kiwi Bear 
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